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y C\ i, 3s & 
Diazcrioks for the ExcLin * 4 how to Pronounce 
the Names of Places. 


H E fame Letters, whether Vowels or Conſonants, have 
not always the fame found in different Languages; for inſtance 
ch ſounds, in Welſh, as the twehty-ſecond Letter of the Greek 
Alphabet was ſounded heretofore. And the Vowel 4 like ee, in 
creed, ſpeed, weed, &c. ſo, if I were to write the names of places 


in a Welſh Book, I would write Kell; * Kreeg, a name often 


decurring in this Book, Celli yr Cris, and. inſtead of | the mo- 
noſyllable yr which 1 ſignifies only the, ſuch a name 
or names, but between two names or ſubſtantives, and between 
ſubſtantives and their adjective s, it always ſignifies of the; yet 
this monoſyllable yr ſmall as it is, is ſeldom written in Welſh 
Orthagraphy, and therefore not ſounded, in reading, between names, 
Adjetives and ſubſtantives, only the letter, y is ſounded like 
the letter i in Bird, third, &c. or the letter x in hug, bug &c. but 
before a name, and in the beginning of a ſentence the . 
written and ſounded, and the 1 not melted. away. alſo da, 
Welſh ſounds like th, in Wau, thie Kc. But if matters * 
much how an Engliſhman ſounds Welſh letters in England, or 

to himſelf; though the ſounding of them amiſs in * would 
not be convenient. 
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| VERY part ef the Earth being created" by" 
| the mighty power of IRHO VAR, muſt viſibly bear 
Signatures ' of - his creating excellencies ; agretable to 

Rom. i. 20. For the inviſible things of him from 

the creation of the world ate clearly feen, being 
underſtood by the things that are made, even his 
eternal power and God-head ; ſo that they are with- 
out excuſe, But it is reaſonable to believe that ſome 
parts of it mufl more vifibly few his creating excellencies 
than others, And of all others theſe formed into Mountains 
and Valleys claim the procedente in "this "refpet?. An 
inflance of whith is ſufficiently ſhewed in the Pariſh of 
Aberyſtruth; as diſcribed in the ſequel." "It is no tefs 
reaſonable to believe that the ecellenciet of Cod apparent 
in his works of creation, are alſo apparent, and no leſs 
apparent in his works M providence” upon the Earth in 

the long courſe of time, and the longer the'\tim?, fill the 
more viſible the perfectiant of God, in his Works of timt ; 
but more fo, much more fo, in ſome places an others; as 

it was in Egypt, the Wilderneſs, aud the Land of . 
Canaan, more than in all the parti of the Farth beſides: . 
Of this the Pariſh of Aberyſtcuth is a inflance, where 

the Agencies of God, upon the Land, and upon, and among 

the Inhabitants, have been ſo remarkable, and fuch things 

have come to paſs in it, in the cour ſq of time, the like whereof, 

718 it may be, cannot be ſhnwed out of any other” Pariſh in the 
| Kingdem ; but if it may, tis pity the knowledge of them 

ſhould be retained from the publict. | "ff 

F With 


; # 


» i, RB © A, C-.E,. . 
With reſpect to the parts of the ſubjeft. Here is 
ſomething that may entertain a Naturalift and the Philo- 
phie mind: ſomething for the: ſpiritual Man and the 
Divine : ſeveral things ſupernatural and extraordinary. 
Things tending to, as the are defigned for ib glory of 
God, who H, be glorified in, and by all things : 
alſo to give much inflruftion to Men, and actually will 
| pleaſe curious minds, I remember, long time ſeeing a letter 
in the Gentleman s Magazine for April, 1755, from @ 
Gentleman who deſired ſuch Accounts from pariſhes as I have 
given of the Pariſh of Aberyſtruth. F this Gentle 
man is now alive, he would be glad to read this account, a 
eſpecially as I can tell bim, that his letter did in Jome 


mew influence me to write it. 

But * of it, if this Book comes into the © 
hands of groſs unbelievers, the account of Apparitions - 
contained in it will be matter of ridicule to them, who 
from a certain hind of pride affectedly run down accounts 
of Apparitions. But is it not an unreaſonable of 
wnbelief which belies the teſtimony, and exper e of 
millions of Men in the World ? And it may be in Wales 

iel from firſt to laſt ? et of them under mo 
temptation to deceive, with falſe flories of this nature. 
Beſides : thoſe ſpirits more properly belong. to Eternity, 
yet they are alſo in ſome meaſure the ſubjetts of God's 
providence, which governs the World. Providence hath 
@ twofold concern with them. On one hand, tolerating 

. their appearance and Agency in ſome meaſure, and on 
the other hand in reſtraining and limiting their appear- 
ances and evil Agencies. Theſe ſpirits alſo have a concern 
with Mankind more than being fellow creatures in the 
Creation, | with the wicked ſurely who are in alliance 
with Hell, and under Satan's government : who is the 
God of this Warld, 2 Cor. iv. 4. And he works in 


the Children of diſobedience, Eph. ii. a. And with the 
3 . people 


PREFACE: Vii. 


people of G. They are concern'd as enemies, and in 
reſpet? of them be is more properly called the enemy. 


As to the Stile, it is ſufficient to ſay, that the alaing 


Jet it is not unintelligible. Truth is not-the worſe for 
being in a plain dreſs, provided it be not courſe, and 4 
reproach to the ſubjeft. A flouriſhing Stile is ſeldom 


ſeful in Hiflory, and leſs in Hiſtory than in other parts of 


knowledge, yea it is ſometimes hurtful, making the ſubje& 


more tedious, clouding the ſenſe, and ſometimes making the 


truth of it ſuſpetted. I wiſh however it had 2 
dune. At the ſame time I think I may venture to ſay, that 
the ſequel brings to light many rare diſcoveries bath 
* natural, and ſpiritual, which no ſober, curjous reader 
will deſpiſe ; which otherwiſe would bave remain'd in 
obſcurity. I heartily wiſh that this may tir up an abler 
hand to a like performance upon ſome other Pariſh, or 

Pariſhes in the kingdom ; ſuch as contain numerous matters 
of information both natural and ſpiritual. I am alſo 
10 beg the Engliſh reader's Pardon in regard of ſome 
Walleciſms, in my manner of expreſſion, hardly to be avoid- 
ad by me, in my circumflances, which may not be agreeable. 
And here I am to be pardened; as a Welſh writer, I may 


w_._ 


* 


© 


be alſo miflaken in ſome matters of fat; at lea in 


ſome circumſtances, which is hardly avoidable in a Book 
of this nature, in which I would be gladly rectiſad. But 
T have done my beſt, and there'is 7 I enough in it ts 


eee W l in it. 
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RECOMMENDATIONS. 


H E author having in the ſequel of this Book * 

given ſo many good and remarkable inftruc- 

tions from one Pariſh, the like whereof never appear'd 

before in publick, may juſtly animate any curious 

Perſon that reads it, to deſire that a like performance 

may be obtained from another Pariſh or Pariſhes, that 

may afford things notable, either from this Author, or g 

from a more able hand; as it will be a means to 
recover ſome uſeful parts of knowledge, nearly loſt 


4 


G. W. F. 


H I S work deſerves recommendation, tho' at 

the ſame time, I am perſuaded, it will recom- 
mend itſelf to the curious and inquiſitive Reader. — 
becauſe it is an entire new work, and on a new 
plan, comprehenſive, and entertaining; where the 
Curious may find many intereſting, things, totally 
omitted, not only in any former work of the kind, 
but alſo, in all other kind of Books ever publiſhed, — 


Tux Author gives an accurate and circumſtantial 
account of the Origin of the Pariſh; with a view 
of its progreſſive improvements from its firſt founda- 
tion to its preſent ſtate— Tho' I am pretty well 
' acquainted with the Contents of this Book, yet 1 
would not be without it for twice his Value. 
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EFORE the diviſion of the 
Country into Counties and Pariſhes, 
this which is now a part of the County 
of Monmouth was called Blaene Gwent 
=. .uf i. e. the fore end of GwenT-Lanp,. 

the name by which all that is now called Monmouth- 
ſhire, and part alſo of Glamorgan-ſhire was called 
in ancient times, But why this part of the County 
was called the fore end of GwWRNT-Lxp rather than 
any other of the North parts of the Country, can be 
underſtood no otherwiſe, but that a party of the 
ancient Britons and firſt inhabitants firſt entered 
here from the North, now called Brecon-ſhire. And 
if ſo, it is ſomething to the honour of Aberyſtruth Pariſh 
that it was the firſt poſſeſſion of the ancient inhabi- 
tants of Gwent-Land, while the reft of the Country 


* 
B Was 


* 
—-- 


10 ' ABERYSTRUTH 

was a dreary uſeleſs wilderneſs. When the Country 
came to be divided into Pariſhes, this part of it changed 
its name and came to be called Plwyf-Blaene-Gwent, 
i. e. the fore end Pariſh of Gwent-Land, and PLwv# 


I BLAExE, the fore end Pariſh, by thoſe who lived 


nearer to it. But in all writings, and ſometimes 
in common ſpeech, it is called Abery/iruth Pariſh ; and 


the Church therefore called EGLWVS V BLAExNR, the 


Church of the fore end; and by thoſe at a diſtance 
EcLwys-BLAENE-GwENT, i. e. the Church of the 
fore end of Gwent-Land. 


THE word ABERYSTRUTH rendered in welſh, 


is ABER-18s-DRwyTH ; i. e. the mouth below 
waſhing, The name of the River its ſelf is Virtoyth 


i. e. below the waſhing, Aber, is the mouth of it, 
where it enters into the leſſer Ebwy- River. It ſeems 
there was a waſhing place, as ſtill there is a little 
aboye the mouth of it below the Bridge, which is 
Juſt by the Ale-houſe. But why the Pariſh ſhould be 
called rather by the name of the mouth of the River 
Yfruyth, than by the name of the River Ew which 
is a larger River than the 7/rwyth likely is; becauſe the 
Church which is built in an angle between the junc- 
tion of the two Rivers is rather nearer to the latter, 
than to the former River, tho the. 3 is very 
little, and not eaſily diſcerned. a 


II. Or the Boundaries and Limits of the Pariſh. 


Ir is bounded on the Weſt by the River Ebwy-vawr, 
parting between it and the Pariſhes of BeDwELLTY 
and MoniTHyYsLoin., On the South by the leſſer 
Ebwy River, and Nant y Grees Rivulet, which parts 


it from the Pariſh of LAxHITHEL on the Eaſt, by 


the Pariſhes of TREVETHIN, and LAxrolsr which 
| join 


* 


| PARIS H. | 11 
join with it on the middle of TiLExy Mountain. On 
the North by a ſmall ditch of running water, and by 
certain land marks which parts it from the Pariſhes 
of LanGATTOCK, and LANELLI, in Brecon-ſhire. 
About theſe land mark-diviſions, there hath been ſome 
-diſputes between the inhabitants of both Counties; 
which upon the way ſhews the uſefulneſs of water 
diviſions of Lands and Counties beyond land diviſions. 
The people of Monmouth-ſhire 'complain at times 
that the Brecinians want to extend their limits 
beyond the bounds.— I will not take upon me to 
determine where the fault lies, for it muſt lie ſome 
where; and can only ſay, that the complaint is 
loudeſt, if not ſtrongeſt and with greater de on 
the ide of GP er * 


u. Or che Meaſure and Extent of the Pariſh, 


h kr is about 12 or 13 Miles compaſs, ſome ſay I 5, 
ſomewhat of a four-ſquare form, not very different 
from th: form of the Cy ſelf, of „bien it is 


Irs Wan is from North to South, or more U 
ſpeaking from North-weſt to South-caſt; and its 
breadth conſequently from Weſt to Eaſt. But though 
apparently it is more long than broad, eſpecially on 
the Weſt fide of it; but if it was meaſured a croſs 
the Valleys' and Mountains from Welt to Eaſt, 
eſpecially where the Mountains are higheſt and the 
Valleys conſeqnently deepeſt, the breadth would be 
equal to, * not ee the _ of it. "I 


IV. _ the Pars and Form of the Surface of the 
| ground, | | 


B 2 Taz 


12 ABERYSTRUTH 
Taz ground of the Pariſh is formed by the wiſe 

and mighty Creator of all into Mountains and Valleys, - 
into high Mountains, and conſequently deep Valleys; 
the depths of the Valleys anſwering to the hight ß 
the Mountains forming them; for it is the Mountains 
that forms the Valleys, 'not the Valleys the Moun- 
tains. The Mountains are in number 3, and the 
Valleys. 3; together with ſome Names or ſmall 
Valleys or openings in the ſides of the Mountains, 
which ſhall be deſcribed in a proper place; Fir/t, the 
Beacon Mountain called in Welſh, Myxirn YR 
Bow, becauſe of an ancient Beacon built upon 
WO: it, the ruins of which yet remain. The Weſt fide 
Will! of this Mountain forms the Eaſt ſide of the Valley 
Wl | of Ebwy-vawwr, as the Eaſt fide of it forms the 
_. : Weſt ſide of the Valley of the Church. It extends 
bl the whole length of the Pariſh. ' Is the higbeſt of 
1 ps the three Mountains, and the South end of it beſt 
Mil: inhabited, and moſt. pleafant upon the back of it; 
3 for there the ſides of it are too ſteep. for habitation. 


Tux ſeccond, is Mount KELLIAu; ſocalledI ſuppoſe, 
from its reſemblance to a yoke on the Tilery fide. 
It is indeed no other than a branch of the great 
Mountain on the Eaſt fide. of the Pariſh, It ſtands in 
the middle of the Paziſh between the Valleys of 
Ebwy-vach and. Tilery, and conſequently forms the 
Eaft fide of the Valley of the Church, and the Weſt 
fide of the Valley of Tilery: its Weſt ſide the 
former, and its Eaſt fide the latter. It is both the 
. narroweſt and ſhorteſt of the three Mountains; ex- 
tending leſs both to the North and South than either of 

. . them, and not quite ſo high. The third, is the great 
Mountain on the Eaſt fide of the Pariſh, dividing 
it from Trefethin and Lanfoiſi. The upper part 
of it Northward is called. Afilvre-Mountain i. e. 

| | | MrwiIrn- 


* 


Mrxira MiLvRE ; ſome times TWIN MiLvRE, i. e. 
Milvre Tump, becauſe of its roundiſh form at the 
upper end. But the right name which was given it 
by the ancient inhabitants who firſt. ſaw it was 
Mokl-vRx, i. e. Bal. abone, becauſe, there was 
no Wood on the top of it, M1ivas. is a corruption 
of MotLvay, Lower down it is galled the Mountain 
of. T ILERY, hecguſe it baunds the Valley on that 
ſide, and contains the longer and larger. half of it. 
This is by far the longeſt of the thres Mountains, for 
it extends far Sauzhwasd unto the Pariſh of, Zrevethin. 
All theſe Mountains on their We ſides divide and 
open into ſmall Valleys or Karma, with Rivulets 
of water running through them. They ate higheſt 
near their North ends and theit middle, and gradually 
decline towards the South where they become more 
pleaſant, and babitable, and terminate between two 
Rivers; as. if plaialysto give way to the water tu 
Tup, Which ſurely they were: made to- do, It cannat 
ſurely be a work n "RE W__ 
of the ALMIGHTY. ; © 
liaben beg tud 2; t V nigh aft Bol t 0) 
Inn dedcrigaina of the Valleys hors : che 
AT and formed by them, both great and 
mall. The three Malleys are thoſe of £bwy-vawr, the 
We N ther 2 and the uns, TROY. 


0 5 Lbegin aide Weftern Valley, the Valley of 
Ebwy«vawr, ſo called from the River of that name 
running nearly thiough the middle of it. The whole 
of it is not ia Abory/?ruth Pariſh, only that fide of it, 
Which is the Eaſt ſide of the River ; for the Welt 
fide is a part of the Pariſh of Bedwol/ty, and alſo of 
Monithyſtoin: which terminate at the River on the 
other fide of it. The Eaſt fide of it therefore 


Ta dro of Abery/truth, and it is the larger, the 
more 


C 
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more pleaſant by far, and the beſt inhabited ſide 
of the Valley above 4 Miles long. The North end 
of it broader than the middle, and the middle than 
the lower end; which there grows very narrow; 
the en each fide growing nearer and 
| nearer to each other, as if they would join together 
but that they would give the Rivers room to paſs 
them. It is alſo "obſervable. to every one that 
ſees it, that the Valley near the lower end of it, 
turns ſuddenly Eaſtward to meet the leſſer Ebwy run- 
ning through the Valley of the Church, which. like- 
wiſe" turns Weſtward to meet it at the bottom and 
South end of the Beacon Mountain ſtanding between 
_ two' 3 the en and the leſſer eg * 


os there is a "AE! or little Valley, i in the Ebuy- . 
vator Valley from an opening in the Beacon M. about 


«the middle of it; and as it were an arm ſtretching out of 


it coinciding with the body of the Mountain, and 
embracing the little Valley on the right hand, a conſi- 
derable way towards the River Ebwy ; but not ſo far as 
to interſect the main Valleys, but gradually diminiſh- 
ing to give way to it: Which by the way ſheweth 
that the foundation both of the Mountain and Valley 
was no chance thing, but a work of deſign by the 
Almighty power and wiſdom of | Jenovan ; ever to 
be ſeen and adored in his works. This Koome is 
not ſo narrow, nor ſo ſhort but that it hath many 
Fields and ſeveral Houſes, eſpecially towards the 
upper part. Altho” it is very woody, and very narrow 
towards the lower end of it. The Nome in all the 
length of it is about a Mile long, and ſtands from 
North-eaſt to South-weſt ; not directly crofling, 
but. ſomewhat coinciding with the poſition of the 
main Valley. The name of it, is Koome My Tave ; 
but towards the lower end of it, Ko0ME ABER 
| MYTHYE, 


- 
* 
. 


MyTHvE, from the little River Myrhvz running 
thro' the middle of it into Ebwy-vawr. The other 5 . 
is Koome BEEG, narrower and more woody than the * | 
other; ſo woody and ſo natrow that it is too ſteep 
for building any thing on its ſides; and but 2 or 3 
Houſes can be ſaid to belong to it. Two on the top 
of the Hill inclining towards it, and the other 
near the entrance of the BetG Rivulet running thro” 
it into Ebwy-vach at ABER-BEEG : Near which are two 
fields and a Smith-Shop, The River running thro” ' 
it, is about a Mile long. The Valley is an opening 
and diviſion in the South end of the Beacon Mountain 
thro' which the water runs, and may be compared to 
the diviſion of the human body into two parts below 
the belly— thro* which the water of the body tuns 


(2) The Valley of EW Vac, i. e. the Valley 
of the Leſſer EBgwy River; which was its name 
before the building of the Church above 300 Years 

ago, but ſince that, it is called by no other name 
but DyrrRYynN YR Eclwys i. e. The Valley 
of the Church. This Valley is the middle of 
the Pariſh between the Valleys of Ebuy- vaur and 
Tilery, and between the Eaſt fide of the Beacon Mountain 
and the Weſt fides of Milvre, Mount, and Mount 
Kelliau. It is much of the ſame form with the 
Valley of Ebwy-vawr ; and much of the ſame 
length within the Pariſh ; much alike as to its ſides, 
and poſition, but with this difference, that it is 
broader, and more inhabited than either of the two 
Valleys about it ; and that at its lower end it turns 
ſuddenly South-weſt to meet the Valley of Ebwy- 
vatur which alſo turns South-eaſt to meet it: the 
Beacon Mountain giving way to the friendly meeting. 
But it is obſervable that Ebuy- vatur, as if conſci- 

| ous of its own ſuperiority, comes not ſo far to 
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meet Ebuy - vach, as Ebwy-vach comes to meet 


Ix the Eaſt ſide of this Valley alſo pretty high up 
towards the North, Mount Milvre opens into a 
KooMe, or little Valley, called Koome Kerin, and 
Koomse Yr YsTRWYTH, from the River Y/rwyth 
running thro” it which gives name to the Pariſh. 
It is alſo after the manner of the larger Valleys, 
broader both on the Eaſt fide and towards the upper 
end than it is on the other ſide the River, and towards 
the bottom. Its poſition and manner of ſtanding is 
from North-eaſt to South-weſt, not directly croſſing, 
but ſomewhat coinciding with the poſition of the 
Valley to which it belongs. | 


Ar the North end of the Weſt ſide of the Volley 
F the Church is the diminutive Valley called Koome 


: CacHan, ſo called from the little Brook CAchAx, 


running thro” it, half a Mile long to the leſſer E3wy 
River, near Ebwy upper Bridge. The poſition 
of this Kome and the motion or the Rivulet thro' 
it, is nearly from Eaſt to Weft, very different 
from, but not contrary to the poſitions of the other 
Valleys, and the motion of their waters, but rather 
conformable to their poſitions and motions ; as the 
poſition of the Noame, the motion of the water in 
it is not directly from Faſt to Weſt, but rather 
from North-eaſt to South-weſt. | 


| (3} As to the Valley of Ties, it lies between 


„ . the. Mountain of Keitiav and Mount Tiitky, 


between the Eaſt fide of the former, and the Welt 
ſide of the latter, The Weſt fide of it which is 
narrow and fteep is much ſhorter than either of 
the reſt of them, and than the Eaſt fide of the Valley 

| | its 


* 
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its felf much farther. It is by far the moft delight- 
full of the three Valleys. There is ſomething in 
the ſituation, form, and proſpect of this Valley, which 
makes it à very delightful part of the Pariſh to dwell 
in, eſpecially the lower part of it. Beſides two 
or three Dingles in the Faſt fide of the Valley 
towards the upper part of it, Which are openings 
and Cavities in the ſide of the Mountain, ſo narrow 
that they are nothing but Heath and Rocks, and ſeem 
to be of no other uſe but 'to convey the ſprings of 
clear water running thro! the bottom of them into 
the Valley, and to be a ſhelter fot the ſheep, | There 
ate two other Kyomes towards the lower part of this 
Mount Tilery, viz. Koome YR'Sycu Bart, I. e, the 
Neome of the Dry Low Ground, ſo called becauſe the 
ſpring of water running thro?” it is but little, and 
ſometimes dried up. 


Taz other ie Kooin' Wwe 1 Otter i. e. the 
Noms of the Fountain, or NI of the Crofs. This 
little Rivulet divides partly between the Pariſhes of 
Aberyſlruth and pore and therefore the North 
. fide of it only is in Aberyfiruth. Both theſe Koomes, 
or little Valleys-in the fide of the Valleys are very 
ſteep and natrow in their beginnings and upper ends 
towards the Eaſt, but widening and growing more 
plain, and containing both Fields and Houfes to- 
wards their ends; elſe they would have been only 
Dingles, Food and ſhelter only for Beaſts: * 


So much of the Valleys, 3 ah Dingles, 
which conſtitute the Major patt of the Pariſh, the 


whole of it except the . of the unn be- 
tween the Valleys. 


Tavs Bberytrath” Parith ATR of three 1 
tains, three Valleys, fix Koemes, and fix Dingles, 
C V. Or 
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faid, Te allſhewing * of eternity will diſcorer 
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Or the Rivers, . and Waters of che 
Nah. Tp | 


1. THERE are no Lakes, Pooles, or ſtanding waters 
in it, except a ſmall Pool upon the Mountain near 
the Beacon of ſix or ſeven Yards compaſs ; and of 
ſome conſiderable depth in the middle, which lies near 
the Terrace of the. Beacon. Perhaps an artificial 
one for the uſe of the Beacon in former times; nor 
was there any neceſſity of ſtanding water in a part 
of the Earth which is ſo full of clear wholeſome 
running water. A ſpring by every Houſe or not 
far from it, and many more between and thro' the 


Fields; ſo that I fear not to ſay, that the Rivers, 
Riyulets, Brooks, Springs, and Fountains of water 


within -the bounds of the Pariſh are a 1000 in 


number. All of them ſpringing from the ſides of 
the Mountains, ſo that what is ſaid of the Land of 


Canaan, that it was a Land of Hills and Valleys, of 
Rivers and Fountains of water, Deut. viii. 8. and 
* xi. 11. may be applied to all the Hilly parts 

of the County, and to this Pariſh among the reſt ; 


to chis as much as x of the Pariſhes i in * County. 


2. Tus is one of the vent mercies of Gop to the 
Inhabitants, eſpecially as the water is for the moſt 
part clear and wholeſome for Man and Beaſt. An 
addition. to this mercy is the medicinal Well called 


FrynNon y RH NEwiITH, in the Church Valley, 
and the Eaſt fide of the Beacon Mountain : It was 


ſaid to have performed many cures in times paſt, 

and had ſtones put about it by ſome virtuous bene- 
volent perſon; But it was demoliſhed by a male- 
volent drunken man, as ſome have ſaid ; but by order 
of a Phyſician who lived in the Pariſh, as others have 


_ who 


who did this unkind action, to his ſhame and ſorrow. 
The Well is now deſerted, as if it had loſt its virtue, 
which yet I am not ſure it hath, if people tried it in · 
faith and ſobriety. 


More PARTICULARLY. 


(1) Tux River EBwY Vaws, i. e. Eby the Great, 
fo called in relation to the Leſer Ebwy, not that it 
conſtantly hath more water than the Leſer Ebwy, 
but becauſe. it hath a much longer courſe, ſpringing 
up in Brecon-ſhire, and running a long way before 
it comes down into Abery/truth,. and after it hath 
received all the waters of the Pariſh ; and that after 
it hath paſt Abery/ruth and received ſeveral Brooks, 
and Rivulets, on both ſides, and the River Syrowy 
alſo, and traveled thro' divers Pariſhes, it retains its 
name until it enters into the Scvern in conjunction 
with the River Uſe at the South end of the County. 
Having entered ſome way into the Pariſh, it is 
very unruly in its paſſage and miſchievous in, times 
of great Floods ; the great breadth of the upper end 
of the Valley, and inclining of the ground towards 
the River on both ſides carrying abundance: of 
waters to it in times of great Rain, cauſing great 
and terrible Floods, running on with great noiſe and 
violence, beating the ſtones. one againſt another; 
ſo that ſparks of fire are ſometimes ſeen in'the 
night to riſe up from them; for I have ſeen it 
my ſelf. But it is not long before it enters into firm. 
Banks which keep it in order. I have ſeen it almoſt 
quite dried up in times of great drought. Higher 
up, the water is not very clear, being often troub- 
led with the Pond waters fcouring the Coal works ; 
which alſo is unfriendly: to the Fiſhes, and makes 
them more ſcarce, -Lower down the water is clear. 
C 2 Its 
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Its paſſage to the Sea is pretty ſtrait without any very 


remarkable curvatures. And in its way to the Sea 
paſſes by, and between, eight or nine Pariſhes. 


(2) Tu ſecond River running thro? the middle of 
the Pariſh is EBWY-vAch i. e. the Leſer Ebwy, ſo call- 
ed, not ſo much becauſe the water in jt is leſs in quan- 
tity which is but little leſs, eſpecially after it hath 
received the Miruth, Tilery, and the ſtreams of 
NanT y Gos, and NanT Y LIAN from Lanhi- 
thel ; but becauſe it runs a ſhorter courſe, It ſprings 
aq at the upper end of the Pariſh, and runs down thro” 
the Church Valley pretty ſtraight, but as ſoon. as 
the Beacon Mountain gives it leave, it turns Weſt- 

ward towards Ebwy-vawr, and joins with it at Aber- 
beeg. The length of it is above three Miles, Higher 

| up its water is ſomewhat of a pale Clay leaden Colour, 

| either from the Colour of the ſtones or gravel, 

. . Which makes it look ſomething cold and diſagree- 

3 able; but lower down it obtains the common right 

| | water Colour. As to the name, Ebuy, given theſe 

3 two Rivers, it is both a contraction and corruption 

of Mas wy ; Mas wy, contracted into ABwy, ſig- 
niſies the Son of water; meaning that the water of 
the Sea begets the Rivers in the Earth, as indeed it 
doth : It being clear to one that underſtands; the 
language, that the antient Britains were very obſer- 
vant of the things of nature, and very wiſe in their 
naming of things ; tho' very few of the modern gene- 

_ rations do mind and obſerve it. This is the middle 

{iz'd River of the Pariſh, being leſs. than . 
and larger than Til. 


(3) Tux River Tilery is the leaſt a ſhorteſt of the 
three, as it ſprings up lower, and ending ſooner than 
the other two, It runs ſomewhat South-caft cloſe 
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by the ſide of the, Kelliau Hill, as, if it td to 
get at the Leſſer Ebuy. ; ; for as ſoon as the Hill gives 
place to it, it ſoon turns South-weſt towards it, and 
overtakes it at the place called Aber-tilery, Its water is | 
_ the, cleareſt, and pureſt, of the three Rivers, and its 
courſe not two Miles long. Thus, the River Ebwy- 
datur ſprings higheſt up yan longeſt. The Leſſer 
Ebwy. ſprings lower, and r far ſhorter courſe; 
Tilery, ſprings loweſt and runs the ſnorteſt courſe; 
and its water leſs;; but neither of theſe. without the 
Pariſh, like the River Ebwy-vawr, for they both begin, 
and end their courſe within irs compaſs. ; while 
| Ebuy- »vqwr runs a long courſe both before it S 
to, and after it is gone from the Pariſh, 8 


VI. Tus Natural Curioſities and Remarkable 
Things in the Mountains, Valleys, Rüger. and 
Waters in Aberyfiruth Pariſh, 


(.) Tar, the, Mountains which, form the, Vel 
leys do for the moſt, part gradually decline towards 
the South and the Sun, ſo, that towards their lower 
ends they become better grounds, habitable, upon 

their backs, more, delightful, and, profitable: ta 
which correſponds the, gradual, regular, decline of 4 


Channels of the Bier e between their lower 
ſides, _ 


(2.) THar the 3 grow. braader 
towards their lower 2nd later ends Southward,, where 
they became better grounds, habitable and more plea- 
ſant than they are towards the North and their be- 
ginning; to which alſo correſponds the growing 
wider the Channels of the Rivers, and increaſe of the 
waters running upon them thro' the lower ſides. of 
the Mountains about them. But the — of 
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the Mountains Southwards neceſſarily makes the 


Valleys narrower towards the South in proportion 
to the widening of the Mountains; as is viſible to 
every conſiderate Spectator; but every looker on 
conſiders not what he ſees, and ſo loſes the inſtruc- 


tion of i it. 


(3.) THAT though the Mountains grow e 
and the Valleys proportionably narrower towards 


their ends, yet they come not ſo cloſe together as to 


unite and ſtop the courſe of the Rivers, and make 
the Valleys to be only Lakes of water, unhabitable 
for Man and Beaſt, and an uſeleſs part of the Earth. 


There is a ſure, full paſſage for the Rivers to go on 


where the Valleys are narroweſt; and beſide that, 


ſome ſmall plain delightful grounds by their ſides 


in ſome places, 


(4+) THaT as the ſides of the Mountains give 


way to the Rivers paſſing thro' them, ſo alſo their 


ends very remarkably give way to the joining of 
the Rivers both great and ſmall together, for tho” 
they appear as boldly coming on, yet as is apparent 
to every eye, they decline, and ſuddenly ſtop to give 
way to the waters to come together; the leſſer into 
the greater, and the greater to go the Sea, A thing 
viſible I ſuppoſe in a 1000 Mountains and Hills in 
Wales; which ſhews it is not a random work of 
chance, but a work of Almighty power, wiſdom 


and deſign. 


(,.) REMARKABLE alſo that the Channels of theſe 
Rivers, and conſequently the courſe of the waters 
in them, are regulated by the ſides of the Mountains 
extending down to the Channels of the Rivers run- 


* between them. A Valley, a narrow Valley at 
| leaſt 


5 e 
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leaſt is nothing elſe but the ſides of two Mountains 
declining downwards to the ſides of the Rivers 
Channels ſtanding between them; ſo that where the 
ground comes on, on the Eaſt fide of the River, and 
forbids its being any farther on that fide, the ground 
on the Weſt ſide gives way to it; ſo when the 


ground on the Weſt fide forbids its being farther on 


- that ſide, the ground on the Eaſt fide of the Valley 
gives way; and this is to be ſeen ſeveral times in the 


whole length of the Valley. 

(866.) I have alſo obſerved with delight and wonder, 

that where ever there is a concavity in the fide of 
the Mauntains and Valleys, there is an anſwerable 

convexity and protuberance on the oppoſite ſide of 

the Valleys and Mountains ; as if to make amends 

for the deficiency on the other ſide, 


(7.) Ir is very obſervable that the numerous 
Channels of the leſſer waters which run from the 
ſides of the Mountains into the Rivers from every 
ſide, never run Northwards in a contrary direction to 
the Rivers which runs Southward, but rather tend- 
ing Southward in conformity to the motion of the 
greater waters, and the poſſition of their Channels, 
A thing deſerving a ſober Philoſophical conſiderati- 
on for the Glory of the Mighty Wiſe Creator, 


(8.) THaT the Mountains between the Valleys 


and conſequently the Valleys within them, are not 
poſited directly from North to South, tho“ much 


more ſo than any other way; but inclining, eſpe- 


cially in their lower ends to South-eaſt, as it were 
inclining towards the Sun, which is the light, life, 
and glory of the Earth; without which it would 


have been worth nothing, If each (of theſe Moun- 


tains 


* 
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tains and their Valleys did not ſtand the ſame way, 
they would at their lower ends meet together, and 
either ſtop the courſe of their Waters, or make the 


paſſage top ſtrait. 


bs 


(9.) Ir is obſervable allo that the Wet ſides of 
the three Valleys, are more narrow, woody, and ſteep, 
ſo ſteep in ſome places that the ſheep only can ſtand 
upon them; alſo leſs pleaſant, profitable, and inha- 
bited than their Eaſt ſides, eſpecially ſo in their 
middle and lower ends; for at their upper ends 
Northwards, it is not ſo. With ſome exceptions the 
fame thing is obſervable of other Valleys, both 


within and without the County. 


( 10.) Ir mould be iferved that: none of the 
Koemes or diminutive Valleys already deſcribed are 
in the Weſt ſides, but only in the Eaſt ſides ; becauſe 
the Weſt ſides are too ſhort and narrow for them; 
therefore theſe Koomes are a great enlargement to the 
Eaſt ſides of the Valley. 


CI.) Thar tho” the Valleys grow narrower 
and leſs towards their ends, they proportionably grow 
better and more pleaſant. Theſe are the remark- 
able things obſervable in relation to the Mountains 
and Valleys. in general, but there are ſome remark- 
able things belonging to each of 9 in particular: 

As | 

_ (1) Tus ſprings of water on the Weſt ſide of 
Mount Tilzry, near the top of it, and near the high- 
way on the back of the Mountain, which are Ten 
or Twelve in number, ſpringing pretty cloſely toge- 
ther, ſome containing more water than others, de- 


2 obſervation. The people call them, Yr Fryx- 
NONAU 


70 0 
x oN Ozm0x, i, e. Cold Streams, becauſe the 
water is cold at all times. And as all of them ne- 
ver dry 1 up, there muſt be a vaſt Reſervoir of water 
contain'd in the top of the Mountain above them, 
tho* not very high aboye them to feed theſe Springs 


continually. The ground below them is Boggy for 


want of drawing a2 ditch below them, which the 


negligent Neighbours have not yet done; but it 
ſeems the life of no Beaſt is yet loſt in this Boggy 
ground; tho” it hath a dangerous diſagteeable look. 
Gentlemen who come in the ſummer to Sport on 
theſe Mountains uſually drink theſe cold clear 
healthy waters, as I once ſaw the Honourable Cape! 
Hanbury, and I think, the Lord Compton South, of 
Glouceſter-ſhire, and thieir ſervants drinking at theſe 


Springs, 


| (2) Auornzn thing is the apparent great height 


of the Beacon Mountain about the middle of it in the 
Weſt fide of the Valley of the Church, but the 
Eaſt fide of the Mountain, it is indeed a grand 
| ſight to a ſtranger, and to every conſiderate obſerver ; 
tho' the Inhabitants of the Valley who daily ſee it, 
little mind it. It is ſo high and ſteep that thoſe that 
live at the bottom of it loſe ſight of the Sun between 


three and four in the afternoon. In each of theſe 


Valleys the light of the Sun in the morning decends 
to the bottom on their Weſt ſides, and in the even- 
ing, on the contrary, aſcends upwards on the oppoſite 


ſides ; ſo that the Inhabitants have both an earlier 


and later Sun in their Valleys than the Inhabitants of 


a plain Country can poſſibly have; and conſequently 
an equal meaſure of the Sun. Such order and wiſdom 


appears in the works of 'Gop, 


(3) A Remarkable thing in Ar: ſide of Twrs 
D Gwry 


LY 
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. Gwyn in Ebwy V. Valley is that below the way 
croſſing the ſide of it, there | is 2  protuberance or 
ſwelling out of the Earth, ſo that in a part of the way 
one cannot ſee the River which runs at the bottom; 3 

tho' he hears its noiſe, and is not far from it. In 

other parts of the way he. ſees only a part, of the 


A or of its Channel. 


. | 2 M 
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(4) Fees on the brim of the Eaſt ſide of Mount 
Ton- vuda, facing the Valley of Ebuy V. and 
forming the Weſt ſide; about the middle of it, there 

is a ſwelling up of the Earth, called vx DoMEN VAWR 
i. e. the Great Dunghil, becauſe of ſome ſmall reſem- 
blance it hath to a flat dunghil, as raiſed up above 
the ground it ſtands upon. It hath not a regular 

Tump or hillock form, being not high nor piked at 
the top, butobtuſe and not little round at the bottom. ' 
When the Clouds come down and cover it, it is a 
ſign of rain, and ſerves for an Almanack to the Inha- 
bitants of Ebwy by + r thoſe on the other fide the 
Mountain ſee; it,Notes to them of Ebwy V. Valley 
what it hath often been a prophetick and true proſpect, 
when the Almanack failed: and when Rain is wanted, 
it is a comfortable Foreteller of good news. Hath 
been ſo ever ſince the Valley became inhabited, and 
will be ſo to the end of time. There is ſome good- 
neſs of God in the Creation of it, and in the place 
of it over the middle of the Valley, it is not a work 
of chance, but af Almighty power, wiſdom, and 
deſign of gaodneſs. It is a Grand affecting proſpect 
naturally attracting Men's eyes towards it. I have 
often looked at it, and beheld it, and the high Moun- 
tain under it, with Deligbt. 
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Tuksk an the Natural Curioſities in the Pariſh 


of Aberyſtruth, and they are many ; ; and all together 
are very Remarkable, | Bur 
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Bur beſides theſe natural Curioſities i in the Com- 

| poſition and form of the Earth in this Circumſcribed 
part of it, there are alſo ſome adventitious Extra- 
ordinary things which have come, to paſs in this 
b. jc deſerve Obleryaion and Remembrance 
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b. Tux Rocks; . 2 and finkings down 1 in 
[the ſides of all theſe Mountains and Valleys, cſpe- 

cially about the, gal ofthem, viſidle't to every | heed- 
ful obſeryer ; tho the Rocks, eſpecially the lager 
Rocks and 22 the Black Rock in, the. Weſt 
fide of the Valley of the "Church, the Raven 's Rock 
in the Weſt, ide of Tilery alley, aud two Heiſvaes, 
the one, towards the upper end of the Church Valley 

in the Weſt ſide of it, called LLANNERCY Y Y Parr, | 
. the; other in the Welk fide of the Valley of Tilery, 
nearer the upper. end of it called PaxT.yrR GAG 
Te are moſt obvious and take the ſigbt more. 1 


Nc 


17170 N 


Tus 11 dean w Rocks and. 2 8 
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Rocks — their kong from ws fidife * * 

* ſurface, of the Earth from, the ſteep ſtony. ſide of 
a Mountain towards the bottom of it, ſo. that the 

| - its ſides appear like the Bones of A wound- 
ed torn body; 3; and the ſteeper and higher the 
Ane is, the greater the Rocks and the Hleiſuaes 

are: and at the bottom under them the ground is 
— very rough and ſtony, having ſomething of 
the diſagreeable aſpect of the Rock its ſelf; For 
theſe Rocks do deform the ſides of the Mountains, 


as wounds and ſcars deform — n Wen 
mn ee T 0 510823 


Ax Heifuae, is the Ginkiog. down of the Earth 
from the ſteep fide of a Mountain which hath few 
D 2 or 
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or no large ſtones in it like the Rocks, and which 
violently by its weight running over the ground below = 
it, and- ſome times, hath' formed a plain between 
it and the River, and whatever was before it, it 
certainly overthrew, and covered to the end of time. 
But above from whence it ſlides, it leaves ſo ſteep a 
Cavity ſomewhat of a Semicircular form, that no- 
thing but Sheep or Goats can ſtand, upon it, and 
in ſome places even not they; and it is ſo barren 
that there is nothing in it for them to feed upon, 
and to draw them upon, it. Nn 
Or this a viſible inſtance at LLANNERCH * Pine; | 
almoſt over againſt the Church, but ſomewhat higher 
up towards the North, where from the higheſt, and 
ſteepeſt ſide of the Beacon Mountain, and not'far from 
the -Beacon its ſelf, the Earth above ſunk down, and 
ran upon, and over the Earth below, ſo as to make a 
ground for ſeveral Fields, making up a ſmall eſtate ; 
and there is 'a Houſe built upon it, and 1 habitation 
ſufficiently pleaſant. A Houſe where ſome religious 
people have dwelt, and from. whence have ſprung up 
a number of religious perſons to ſerve Gp, and their 
generation according to his will. The other Heiſbae 
is near the North end, and Weſt ſide of the Valley 
of Tilery, and the Eaſt fide of Mount Kelliau, at a place 
called Pax r Y Graic THERE. Hear the Earth funk 
ſo violently over and upon the ground below it, that 
it made à plain, rather inclining towards the foot of 
the Mount from whence it came than towards the Riv- 
And becauſe the ground declines from driving the 
water towards the River, it hath a rough Boggy diſa- 
greeable appearance. The Cavity in the the fide of the Hill 
made by the Heiſvae is ſo ſteep, that neither Man nor 
Beaſt can ſtand upon it, and nothing grows upon it for 

uſe, « Howerer both theſe foe make a Notable ap- 

pearance 
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pearance to the Inhabitants in 3 ſides of 
the Valley, and naturally draw their, . to Jook 
Ve: them _—_ ages OR; oF 801. 19 
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Also in de Welt. ade of che 1 Anne's. 905 | 


the Eaſt. fide.; of the little Valley of Keome AMythue, 
there is 4 Heifing or ſinking ſomewhat in the form 
of à ſhell along the middle fide, and another finking, 
from. that ſhell but narrower and leſs apparent, and 
ſo, ſteep that the cruſt af the Earth is fallen from it 
in numerous places, at ſome diſtance one from the o- 
cher : and the Rediſh Earth appearing in broad gaſhes 
dawnward; gives it the reſemblance of a wounded 
Man yrhich ſhall never be healed, Mount Tilery hath 
much leſs of theſe Rocks and ſinkings than the other 
two Mountains which are much disfigured with Rocks 
and ſipkings from their ſides, ane "OP 
_ af ſcars and: nnd... © „ de bn 
* * Tons e the Eaith 
'of a whole Skin all over, the Rocks, ſinkings, ga- 
ſhes, and wounde, and Scars of the Earth muſt be 


the effects of ſome violent unnatural cauſes, and what 


can they be but Neab”s Flood, and Earth-quakes, 
violent ſhakings of the Earth, and long great Rains! 
But the chief cauſe muſt be the Univerſal Deluge, for 
the: Waters of the Flood which. covered the Moun- 


tains, dwelt long upon them, and abundantly ſunk- 


ing into their tops and ſides, muſt looſen and drive 
down the looſe covers of the Rocky ſides of the 
Mountains of looſe Rocks themſelves, and drive 
down the Earthy ſides of others, properly called, 


Heiſ aer. ; 


THzsE dane RY and deformities of the 


Earth, the Deluge was, and mult be the chief cauſe: 
Next 
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Next to the. Deluge the Earth-quakes which have 
often happened in the courſe of time, are the cauſes 
of the Rocks, of the Earth falling down, the Clefts, 


the wounds and ſcars of the Mountains, moſt of 


which are the effects of both together. But experi- 
ence ſhews that ſome of theſe effects proceed partly 
from exceſſive Rains, and much water inbibed by 
the tops and ſides of Mountains, cauſing the Earth to 
ſwell, looſen it from its place, and fink downwards 
from the ſides of the Mountains into the Valleys. 


3. Or this there have been inſtances in the Pariſh of 
Abery firuth, for after the great and long Rain in- the 
year 1668, There was an out breaking of Earth and 
water on the South fide of the Black Rock, which 
is the greateſt Rock in the Pariſh, ſtanding about the 


middle of the Welt fide of the Church Valley, but 


the Eaſt fide of the Beacon Mountain, for the Weſt 
ſide of the Valley is the Eaſt fide of the Mountain 
forming the Weſt ſide of the Valley, there the water 
largely Imbibed in the Earth forced out a parcel of 
the Earth out of its place, and two. Hazle trees grow- 
ing near together upon it, and drove them à conſid- 
erable way into the midſt of a Field. The Trees ſtand- 


ing upright togecher, having much Earth and ſtones 


about their roots, which held them up from falling 


down. The force of the water and its weight muſt 
be very great to have this effect. And it is reaſon- 


able to think that great Rains Imbibed in the Earth 


have often looſened and drove down the thin covers 
of the ſtony ſides of ſome Mountains and made them 
naked Rocks; tho' the greater Rocks may rather 
be judged to be the effects of Earth-quakes, and the 
Deluge; for if great Rams have ſuch effects, it is 

eaſy to ſee how great the effects, of the univerſal 
Flood muſt be, At the ſame time alſo a ſmall Grove 

of 
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of wood was removed from its place ſome yards at 
Aber-beeg, down towards the River by the ſame means, 
and by a flight Earth-quake which then happened; 
I beheld with wonder the Removal of ſo much Earth, 
and fo'many Trees ſtanding in it out of its place; 
and juſtly looked N. it as the Effect of ſtrong 
Cauſes, 


ee de immediate cauſes of 'the hurts 
upon, and the -everlaſting deformities of the Earth; 
Particularly of the Mountains and higher parts of it, 
N ere er and Exceſſive Rain. 


Do; we.muſt 20 back to . for the Cauſes 
of theſe Effects. 


1 Na 


Tus Cauſes are, 2 only muſt be the Sins of the 
World both Original and Actual; The diſpleaſure of 
God for it, executed by his ſovereign power, holi- 
neſs, juſtice, and wiſdom, This in Scripture is 
ſhewed. to be the cauſe of the Deluge Gen. vi. 
Original fin, is the ground and pattern of the world's 
practical wickedneſs Cen. vi. 5. And Go ſaw that 
the wickedneſs of man was great in the EARTH, and that 
every imagination «f the thoughts of his heart was only evil 
| continually, — And brought a Curſe upon the whole 
Earth Gen, iii. 17. Curſed is the earth for thy ſake, — 
Not Paradiſe only, nor any one part of the Earth, but 
Curſed is the Earth, the whole Earth, d:cauſe of thy 
Sin; which muſt therefore be a great tranſgreſſion, a 
compleat body of fin, conſiſting of all evil members, 
and therefore called a Man, and the old Man, Eph, 
iv. 24. becauſe it is from the beginning of time, 
nearly from the beginning of Adam 's time, 


A compleat univerſal tranſgreſſion againſt the 


Infinite Holineſs and Majeſty of Gov, which defiled 
the 


U 
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the whole Earth, deſerved. a curſe upon the whole 
Earth, and had it; and what curſe reached over all 
the Earth, at any, time, but the Deluge? And why 
oyer all the Earth, but that the whole Earth was 
deſiled by the great tranſgreſſion! Why elſe did the 
curſe reach thoſe parts of the Earth not yet inhabit- 
ed, and conſequently not yet defiled by particular 
fin ? But that it was defiled by the firſt great tranſ- 
greſſion. For Gop 's curſe reacheth no where, not 
any thing but where Sin hath reached and defiled. 
| "4 | 2 - 1 M4 1 8 
HE then we have even in Geography one of 
the greateſt proofs of Original Sin, madly denied by 
Deiſfts, Socinians, Arians, and Arminians, in the Judg- 
ment of the Deluge; which reached the uninhabited 
parts of the Earth, where no ſin was yet committed to 
deſerve a Judgement; and therefore muſt be the effect 
of the firſt fin, for which only then the curſe was, 
and could be pronounced, 


AmoNG others the Land of Aberyſtruth in all like- 
lihood was not yet inhabited, and defiled by practi- 
cal ſin, to need this waſhing, as the inhabited parts 
of the Earth did; and therefore the Deluge which 
reached it, and overtop'd its Mountains, muſt be 
the Effet of the curſe for Adam 's fin. And the 
effect of the Deluge upon the Mountains and Valleys 
of Abery flruth are therefore ſo many laſting proofs 
of Original ſin before the eyes of the Inhabitants ; 
 Wherefote theſe Scars, and Wounds, and the nume- 
rous Marks of Gop 's diſpleaſure for ſj» from the 
beginning of time upon all their Mountains ſhould be 
ſo many arguments to prevent the wild denial of 
Original Sin againſt the Scripture, and the life of 
theworld to the end of time; or elſe theſe viſible and 

great Effects will riſe againſt them in Judgement, 
N | Job 


- 
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Job xx. 2. 27. Therefore ds my thoughts cauſe me to 
anſwer, and for this I make haſte : The Heaven ſhall reveal 
his iniquity ; and the Earth Hull. riſe up again/t him. 


Tux violent ſhakings and diſordering the parts 
ef the Earth, by Earth-quakes, from which the 
Mountains of ' Abery flruth among others eſcaped 
not, the | Scripture declares to be the effect of 
Gop 's wrath, Fob ix. 6, 26. Which fhaketh the 
Earth out of her place, and the pillars theres tremble, — 
They are paſſed away as the ſwift ſhips; as the Eagle that 
haſteth to the prey. Pſalm 1x. 1, 2. O Gad thou haſt 
ſcattered us, thou haſt been diſpleaſed O turn thyſelf to 
us again - Thau haſt made the Earth to tremble ; thou 
haſt broken it: heal the Breaches thereof; for it ſhaketh. 
He ſpeaks indeed of the Inhabitants of the Earth, 
but in alluſion to Earth-quakes ; ſo Fer. x. 10. and 
Nah. i. 6. But the Lord is the true God ; he is the living 
God, and an everlaſting King : at his wrath the Earth 
Hall trembl:, and the nation ſhall not be able to abide his 
indignation : — IV ha can ſtand before his indignation ? 
And who can abide in the fierceneſs of his anger ? His fury 
is poured out like fire, and the Rocks are thrawn down by 
him. 


Ir there were Earth-quakes before the Deluge 
in any uninhabited parts of the Earth, which made 
their marks upon it, it was a proof of Original Sin, 
as well as the Deluge itſelf. In the Inhabited parts 
of the Earth, if ſuch a thing was, it was Ominous of 
the great Judgment of the Deluge to come. But 
whether it was ſo or no before, the Subſequent Earth- 
quakes from that time until now have come to pals 
for abundant and extraordinary practice of Original 
Sin, as the Scripture ſhews us was the cauſe of the 
Deluge, Gen vi. 5, &c, Therefore the numerous marks 

E of 
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| of Gop 's diſpleaſure upon the Mountains of Aber- 


»/trath are ſo many proofs, and everlaſting memorials 


before their eyes of the ſins of the Inhabitants in the 


times paſt; and ſo many warnings not to diſpleaſe 
the Lokd in the time to come, to the end of the 
World. The Sinners are gone from the Earth to their 
own place, but the great marks of their fin remain, 
and are as much a warning not to fin in the time to 
come, as they are manifeſtations of Gop 's diſpleaſure 
for ſin in the time paſt, 


Wuen thoſe Earth-quakes came to paſs, which 


tore and disfigured the great Mountains we know not. 


Some it may be at the Crucifiction of IEsuS CHRIST, 
as that at SKYRID-VAWR is ſaid to be, others in 
Great Britain and the Mountains of J/ales, might be 
more eminently before the Roman and the Saxon 
Wars with the Britains, and other great Judg- 
ments; for as they are the effects and figns of 
God's wrath, the trembling of the Earth muſt come 


between abundant Sinning, and Gop's Judgment 


for it. 


Ox thing more deſerves our Obſervation and 
Remembrance, as a Remarkable Thing, viz. 


THAT no Stones with antient Characters have 
been found in this Pariſh, yet many years ago, I 
have ſeen upon an old Wall deeply ſunk into the 
ground, two Stones with their faces downward, with 
the figures of two Notable Texts of Scriptures In- 
graved on them. The one a pretty large Stone of 
the Tile kind, with a ſmooth ſurface, upon which 
was Ingraved with ſome Iron tool, 2 Cor. iv. 18. 
which contains the following Remarkable words. 


WHILE WE LOOK NOT AT THE THINGS WHICH 
ARE 
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ARE SEEN, BUT THE THINGS THAT ARE NOT SEEN, 
FOR THE THINGS THAT ARE SEEN ARE TEMPO- 
RAL, BUT THE THINGS THAT ARE NOT SEEN ARE. 
ETERNAL, The other, a little round rough graind 
Stone, and Ingraved into it 1 Pet. v. 7. Contain- 
ing the following Remarkable words. CasrT ALL 
YOUR CARE UPON HIM, FOR HE CARETH FOR 
YoU. Words of Admirable tendency to help the 
faith of Chriſtians, and to prevent unneceſſary Cares 
and troubles, in the courſe of life; unneceſſary 
Labour alſo, and the uſe of wrong ways and ſhifts 
to mend their Condition. 


Tux firſt of theſe Scriptures ever t be remembered, 
bath the properęſi tendency to Heavenly mindedneſs, and 
mortification to the periſhing things «of Time, ſy vaſtly 
unequal to the Immortal Soul. Oh | that the awful 
grand majeſtic found of this Divine expreſſion, is fo 
little upon the everlaſting Souls of men. 


Tat Inſcriber, every one may ſec, was ſometime 
or other greatly affected, as every one elſe ought to 
be, with theſe ſayings from Heaven, for he wanted 
the Stones to direct to them; and let none blame 
him for this, and who will, that will remember that 
in times of old the Scriptures were written upon 
Stones | of. viii. 32. And he wrote there upon the 
Stones a copy of the law of Moſes, which he wrote in 
preſence of the children of Iſrael, By the command of 
Gop Deut. xxvii. 1, 2, 3, 4. And Moſes with the 
Elders of Iſrael commanded the people, ſaying, Kcep all 
the Commandments which I Command you this day: 
and it. ſhall be on the day when ye ſpall paſs cver Jordan 
unto the land which the LoxD thy Cad giveth thee, that 
thru ſhalt ſet thee up great Stones, «nd plaiſter them with 
Plaiſter : and thou ſhalt write upon them all the words 

| E.. ; of 


36 ABERY,STRUTH- 
of this Law, when thou art paſſed over, that thou mayeſt 


90 in unto the land which the Lox D thy God giveth thee, 


a land that floweth with Mill and Honey as the 
Lorp God of thy fathers hath promiſed thee ; therefore 
it ſhall be when ye be gone over Jordan, that ye ſball 
ſet up the tones, which: I commanded you this day, in 
Atount Ebal, and thou ſhalt plaiſter them with plaiſter, 
Did Men lead their lives according to both theſe ſay- 
ings of Gop, the World would be much better, and 
leſs miſerable than it is, Theſe Stones were upon 
an old Wall in Ebwy-vawr. But they were found 


out, and removed to a Building in another place; 


and what is become of them now I know not. 


I wiſh theſe Scriptures, and the like, were upon 
Stones, and Trees in many places, and by the way 
ſides, to Influence Men 's Lives to a better way. f 


VII. of the AIR in Aberyftruth Pariſh. 


As to the Air, in Abery truth, it is wholeſome, and 
the Inhabitants kealthy, On the Mountains indeed 
and high up towards their tops, the air is cold, and 
ſometimes ſtormy in the Winter ſeaſon ; while in 
the middle and bottom of the Valleys it is warm 


and calm, Certainly warmer and leſs Windy than 
ig any flat open part of the Country, eſpecially near 


the Sea ſide and great Waters. Nor do they much 
feel the force of any Wind in the Valleys, except the 
North Wind in the broad upper ends of the Valleys, 
little ſheltered by the Mountains which there are 
much lower at their North ends than in the middle 
and lower ends, The North Wind indeed is not 
frequent, but the ſeldomeſt of any. The Weſt Wind 
is moſt frequent, which Blowing croſs the Mountains, 


18 the reaſon why it is ſo calm and warm in the 
Wann. 


* 
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Valleys. The Snow and greateſt cold come oftenef 

from England ſide, and the Kaſty Hence we heat often- 

er of great Snows and hurts from them in England, 
when we have not ſo much of them in ales. 


Tk North-weſt Wind from Ireland never fails, if 
it blows for any conſiderable time, to Melt the Snow, 
and thaw the frozen ground, But it is thought by ſe- 
veral that the Air upon the Mountains, and near the 
Mountains tops is healthier than in the bottom of the 
Valleys, where there is leſs Air, and the Inhabitants 
therefore more healthy, and live longer. It is faid alls 
that it is colder near the River ſides than it is at ſome 
diſtance from them, and very likely the cold water 
cools the Air blowing thro? it, and about it. There 
are often Clouds and Miſts upon the Mountains when 
there are none in the Valleys, and ſometimes, the” 
not ſo often in the Valleys when there are none upon 
the Mountains. For once going over the Beacon 
Mountain, the Valley of Ebwy-vawr was filled very 
high up the Mountain fides with dark Clouds, whoſe 

Surface was like Waves perfectly immovable, th:e” 
which I could ſee nothing in the Valley, either Land, 
Trees, or Houſes ; tho' all was clear upon the 

Mountain about me. I never ſaw the like, either 
before or after; and it may be that few beſides me 
have ſeen the like, It was Wonderful to look upon, 
and it brought to my mind that then I ſaw a reſem- 
blance of Noah 's Flood, which very likely reached 
this Valley, tho' not ſtrong enough to bring up the 
Sea-ſand and Shells of Fiſhes, as in grounds near- 
er to and more level to the Sea, What made this 
Phænomenon more Remarkable was, that there was 
but little on the other fide the Mountain in the other 
Valley. The Miſt was fo thick in Ebwy-vawr, that 
nothing but itſelf could be ſeen, and the Inhabitants 

that 
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that were under it, and could fee nothing a far off, 
muſt then think that they lived i in 2 great Miſt, 


vn. Or che Soil ahi Produdt of the Earth, In 
1. and External. 


INTERNAL 


Tus Earth itſelf produces no exonſure but Mine- 
rals, and Stones of divers forts and uſes. In 
the Earth of this Pariſh there are no Mines of Gold, 
Silver, or Lead, but Iron Mine Stones, whereof Iron 
is made in three places in the upper end of the 
Pariſh, and i in the ſame places the Coal Mineral in 
great plenty, and of the beſt ſort. Two of theſe 
places in the Eaſt fide of Ebwy-varor, and the other 
in the Eaſt fide: of the Church Valley. In the ſame 
places there are alſo now and then found very heavy 
dirty Coloured Stones with the appearance of ſome 
Yellow, and much of a round form, and ſo exceed- 
ing hard that the Pickax can make no impreflion 
on them in the leaſt, The people call them Braſs, 
and ſay that Braſs may be made of them, but I can- 
not ſay what they are. Some of them are conſi- 

derably large, and very heavy, and doubtleſs were 
made for ſome uſe. In the ſame Coal and Iron 

Mines are alſo ſome Spars. And ſmall Stones of a 
Cryſtalline Colour, which are ſometimes ſold at the 
* Shops in Abergavenny, but little is given for them. 


As for other and more common Stones, there are 

| no Lime Stones for Lime making in the Pariſh ; but 
of common Stones a ſufficient plenty for all Stone 
urs and in ſome places much more than enough; 
yet upon the more barren grounds, where they can 

be of little Injury, there are Stones for Tiling the 


Houſes and _ Ec, and for Tabling the Houſes; 
15 and 
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and theſe alſo chiefly in the upper part of the Pariſh, 
Not long ago, a Lad accidentally found in the fide 
of Milvre Hill, a great Number of theſe large 
flat Tabling Stones, piled together near the ſurface, 
and partly in ſight; wherein we ſee the goodneſs 
and wiſdom of the bleſſed Creator, for had they 
not been made in ſight, and one alſo directed to find 
them, they had been made in vain.— They were 
taken away from thence more than four Score in 
Number, to Table the Floor of our Meeting Houſe 
in the Valley of the Church, and likely were made, 
and kept for that end, thro' the long courſe of 
time. They were piled one upon another with little 
or no Earth between them, and after this, few or 
none could be found in that place. 


IX. Tux Soil and External Product of the Earth. 


Tux Land is rather poor and barren, than rich 
and fruitful, eſpecially in the upper ends of the 
Valleys, and more proper for Paſture than Corn, 
A notable Inſtance of this is Gwayn EpBwr, a 
large Meadow of 120 Acres of Hay-ground, Rented 
only for four Pounds a year; and there are other 
ſmall Fields and parccls of Land which are little 
better. But in the lower ends on the Eaſt ſides of 
the Valleys there are many Corn- fields, but more 
of Oats than of Wheat,and Barley. Enough for 
the Frecholders and Farmers of any note for the 
uſe of their Families, and to help the poor ; but few 
of them have any Corn or Oatmeal to ſell; nor is 
there enough in all the Pariſh for all the Inhabitants. 
The poor have it moſtly from Abergavenny, which 
is an excellent Market for all things neceſſary for 
human life, The Mountains afford much paſture 
in the Spring and Summer for Cattle and Sheep, 
which very far makes amends for the Comparative 


poverty 
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poverty of the land, and puts the Inhabitants in an 
equality with thoſe who dwell in richer lands, Their 
Cattle and Sheep are the greateſt riches of the Inha- 
bitants, together with their wood for the uſe of 
the Iron works in the Neighbouring Pariſhes, which 
of late bear a high price. With all theſe together 
they buy what is needful for uſe, and live ſufficient- 
Ty. The poor alſo are not very numerous, and there 


are ſome Legacies left for their ſupport, and to help 


the Pariſh Tax. 


Ox the Mountains are the Growſe and Red-game 
Birds, much eſteemed and ſought after by Gentlemen 
in the proper ſeaſon. Many Wood-cocks in the watry 
Wood. And on the Mountains and their ſides, great 
ſtore of thoſe healthful delicious Fruit, the Worts 
or Billberries, which immediately ſucceeded the 
Strawberries, which are taken with Bread and Milk; 
and fold in Markets by the poor. The Rivers 
contain Eels and Trouts, and ſometime, Shewens, 
a delicious beautifully marked Fiſh; larger than the 
Trouts, which the Trouts follow after, and ſeem to 
admire more than they do themſelves, In Ebwy- 
vator River, Fiſh are in leſs plenty towards the upper 
end, becauſe of the troubled waters from the Coal 
works, which are hurtful to Fiſhes. I have ſome- 
times ſeen in this River, under Stones, things like 
ſmall Pearls of a Braſs Colour and round form, 
about the bigneſs of the top of a large braſs Pin, 
which others have ſeen beſides me, but we know 
not what they are good for, tho' I think not good for 
much, as being dark within, and of a brittle ſub- 
ſtance ; there was I think upon the under ſides of the 
Stones over them a thin ſlimy ſubſtance ſomewhat 
like a Snail, but whether it had any relation to theſe 
Pearl-like ſubſtances, I know not ; being very young 
when I ſaw them. | From © 
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From this GEOGRAPHICAL account,” many Infer- 
ences and | SPIRITUAL INSTRUCTIONS of great Im- 
portance offer themſelves to obſervation, and ſhmid be 
obſerved ; as the knowledge of Nature in every BRANCH 
e be SVBERRVIENT to Divinity. 


INF ER EN CES. 


Firſt, From what hath been ſaid, we may ſce a 
large and Mighty proof of the being of Cop, 
againſt the moſt Capital unbelief of Athei/m; For 
who can obſerve the gradual decline of the Moun- 
tains, towards the Sun and, middle of the Earth, 
and growing better towards their ends, their ſtopping 
ſhort and ſuddenly declining to give way to the Wa- 
ters, the leſſer to run into the greater, in proper 
places. And where the Mountains do encloſe the 
Valleys, and draw very near together, yet they come 
not ſo cloſe as to ſtop the Waters, and to. make the 
Valleys uninhabitable uſeleſs Lakes ; but perfectly 
give them way, to go to their Journey's end from 
whence they came, That where there is, a Con- 
cavity on one ſide of the Mountains ſide and Valleys 
there is almoſt always, for no rule is without ex- 
ception, an anſwerable Extuberance or ſwelling out of 
the other ſide, as if to make amends for the 1 * 
ency of the oppoſite fide : That the. Weſt fide of the 
Mountains and Valleys which are narrower, and 
the ground poorer than the Faft ſides, ſhould yet 
have more of the, very profitable Wood; as if to 
| Countervail the benefits of, the other ſides. 


Wuo can ſoberly obſerve the Channels made 
for all the Waters great and ſmall, according to the 
meaſure of the Waters running thro' them, Directed 
alſo in the propereſt manner, the leſſer into the grea- 
ter, the regular, and gradual: decline of the Chan- 
nels conveying the Water towards the Sea without 
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ſtop, whatever Inequalities and contrary poſitions 
are in the grounds. above, and about them, that 
the Channels increaſe as the Water in them 
increaſes, and are large enough to contain them, ſo 
as they ſeldom overflow their Banks; who, I ſay, that 


ſoberly conſiders all theſe things together connot ſce 


Gop in them!] Or can think that all thaſe things 
together, or any one of them could come 'to paſs by 
chance]! Or that the Earth, and this part of it 
among the reſt, ſhould be formed by a Fortuitous 
concourſe of Atoms, as the French Philoſopher Des- 
Carters dreamed | So then we have in he Conſtruc- 
tion, Parts, Form, and Product of the Pariſh of Aber- 


Miruth a Mighty proof of the being of Gop, which 


is the firſt and moſt fundamental Article of Religion. 


The Pariſh of Abery truth preaches this Doctrine to 


all” the Inhabitants to the end of time, But Men 
have not ſpiritual eyes to ſee into that which they 
continually ſee with their bodily eyes. But ſpeaking 
of theſe things to a certain Gentleman, I was 
pleaſed with his anſwer, which was, Who can 


Obſerve theſe things and be an Atheiſi. 


Seccondly, Nor only the Being, but alſo the Attri- 
butes of Gop, which are viſible in the things that 
are made, Rom. i, 20. are very viſible, in this 


part of the Earth, 


1. His Power is viſible in the high and great 
Mountains forming and containing the Valleys and 


all their Product, both Internal and External, and 


all their uſe, Nothing leſs than power Almighty 
could make this part of the Earth, and all that is in 
it, and all that is upon it. How great is his Power 
which Created, and ſetteth faſt the Mountains] P/a/. 


Ixv. 6. Thou viſte/t the Earth, and watereft it : thou 
greatly 


* 
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* greatly enricheſt it with the river of God, which is full 
of water : thou prepareſl them Corn, when thou haſt ſo 
provided for it. Which overturneth them by the 
Roots, Fob xxviii. 9. And removeth them out of 
their place, and they know it not Fob viii. 9. This 
is power Almighty indeed. It made, and afterward 
ſhook and tore and wounded the great Mountains 
of Abery/truth, and their wounds, and the effects 
of his diſpleaſure ſtill appear upon them. 


2. As his Power, ſo his Wiſdom alſo appears in this 
part of the Creation no leſs than his power, for 
wherever JEHOVAH Acts, his wiſdom directs bis 
power; and therefore he is ſaid to do all his works 
in wiſdom, Pſalm civ. 24. 0 Lorp, how manifold 
are thy works! in wiſdom haſt thou made them all : the 
earth is full of thy riches, His wiſdom as we have ſeen 
already appears in the parts, conſtruction, the form, 
product, the uſe, order, and the regularity of all 
things in it, and upon it. 


3. As his Power and Wiſdom, ſo his Goodneſs allo 
appears, in not making this part of the Earth like 
the wilderneſs of Arabia, where nothing grew, and 
where neither Man nor Beaſt could live: Jer. ii. 6. 
But a proper ſufficient habitation for Men, and Beaſts 
Birds, and Fiſhes, in forming this part of the Earth 
into Mountains and Valleys, with plenty of wood, 
and water, which makes it much warmer and more 
pleaſant than any plain naked ground open, to the 
cold wind and ſtorms from every quarter can be, be 
their ground ever fo rich: The Mountains alſo yield- 
ing paſture to the Cattle in Summer, and to the Sheep 
much longer, greatly helping the poor land of the 
Valleys, eſpecially towards the upper end cf the 
Pariſh where the land is pooreſt; ſo that without 

| F 2 the 
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Mountains the Beaſts muſt be much fewer, and the 
Inhabitants much fewer and poorer ; as the Cattle 
are their chief riches, 


TE Goodneſs of the Creator farther appears in 
their numerous wood, ſerving for many of the uſes 
of life for ſhelter alſo, and to beautify the Earth, 
and foi delight: in the exceeding uſeful Coal 
Mineral, more precious than much Silver and Gold, 
both good, and in great plenty, eſpecially in the 
coldeſt parts of the Pariſh, where it is moſt wanted, 
and moſt properly placed for the uſe of the Pariſh ; 
and for carriage to Brecon-ſhire, and to the Town of 
Abergavenny, where molt of it is conſumed, An ordi- 
nary Horſe-load is but two-pence at the Pit. Between 
plenty of Coal for firing, the ſhelter of the Moun- 
tains, no people in the Kingdom in reſpect of the 
weather are happier than the Inhabitants of the 
Valleys of «*Aberyſtruth ; and the other Mountainous 
Pat iſhes in the County of Monmouth. Who would 
Chuſe to bear the long torment of the Winter cold 
in the rich grounds of Oæſord:ſpire, Berck ſhire, Eſſex, 
Sc. Sc. before the warm Valleys of Abery ſtruth, 
Menythiflain, Trevethin ? Cc. 


4. A great proof and appearance of his Eternity 
and Unchangeableneſs ; for the Quality, Subſtance, 


Parts, Poſition, and Product of the Earth of the 


Mountains and Valleys, are unchangeably the 
the ſame from the beginning of time until now, 
without any diminiſhing or alteration, except what 
was Cauſed. upon the fides of the Mountains by 
Earth-quakes, the Deluge, and great Rains for 
the fins of the World, and are an additional demon- 
ſtration of Gop's Eternity and Immutability ; as 
they ſtill remain as they were; 2. Pet. iii, 4. — All 

1 
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things continue as they were from the beginning of the 
Creation. And are as Eternal and Immutable as the 
Mountains themſelves, and as far from returning 
into nothing; and when would the Mountains 
come to nothing Which are nothing Diminiſhed in 
their parts and ſize, or altered in their poſition main 
form, and uſefulneſs in the long courſe of the time! 
Well doth the Prophet Hab. iii. 6. call them the 
everlaſting Mountains, and the perpetual Hills, tho? 
they were made to bow, and tremble in the time 


of his anger, and were tore and wounded for the ſins 
of Men. 


5. His Juſtice and Holineſs alſo appears in the 
tearing, throwing down, wounding, and disfiguring 
the ſides of the Mountains and Valleys with marks 
of his diſpleaſure, which will continue as long as 
the Mountains until the end of time, and the diſ- 
ſolution of all things in the end of the World for 
ſin, ſo that here we may transfer the words of the 
Prophet in verſe 8. Was the Lord diſpleaſed with the 
Rivers? Mas thine anger againſt the Rivers? Mas 
thy wrath again/t the Sta, too! — Was the Lord diſ- 
pleaſed with the Mountains, was thine anger againſt 
the Mountains? The Mountains of Abery ftruth ? 
When thou didſt tear, wound and disſigure them? 
The Scars, and marks of which will remain as 
long as the Mountains themſelves will remain! 
No : He had no reaſon to be angry with either 
Mountains or Valleys, which remained as he him- 
ſelf had made them; therefore it muſt be for the 
ſins of Men, original and practical; Original fin it- 
ſelf, madly denied by Deiſis, Socinians, Arians, and 
Arminians againſt a thouſand Scriptures, and the life 
of the whole World, 
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46 ABERYSTRUTH 
THe Devil himſelf knows better things, and in 
Hell will make ſport with theſe Hereticks for it; 
for Hell muſt convince thoſe who will not be con- 
vinced by the word of Gop, and continual experi- 
ence. The univerſal curſe upon the whole Earth, 
no part of it excepted, Curſed is the Earth for thy ſake, 
hath reached the Mountains, and Mountains fides 
of Abery/truth ; for it bears Thorns, and Thiſtles, 
which was a part of the Curſe pronounced for 
Man 's fin, but which was much improved by 
abundant practical fin defiling the Earth, and 
bringing down upon it everlaſting marks of Gop 's 
diſpleaſure, which never ſhall, never ſhould be for- 
gotten, either in Time or Eternity ; being juſt and 
neceſſary demonſtrations of his Eternal Juſtice, 
Holineſs, and Power for ever. 


6. Also a great manifeſtation of his Patience and 
Forbearance, in that notwithſtanding the defilement 
of the Earth, by fin original and practical againſt the 
Infinite holineſs and Majeſty of Gop, things in the 
main remain as they were made at firſt, And the 
effect of his diſpleaſure for fin did not affect, or 
- but little affected the moſt profitable and habitable 
ground, the backs of the Mountains and the Fields, 
but the ſteep barren ſides of the Mountains eſpeci- 
ally the ſteepeſt and moſt barren, wherein may be 
feen at once his Patience, Goodneſs, and Wiſdom in 
disfiguring his own work in the leaſt manner 
poſſible. | l 

Tuus we ſee in the Parts, Poſition, Form, Con- 
ſtruction, Product of the Pariſh of Abery ſiruth a 
great, Conſpicuous, and Eternal proof of the being 
and attributes of JIEHOVYAR, to be obſerved, Admired, 
and Adored. 
| Thirdly, 
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Thirdly, FRoM the Compoſition of its parts and 
uſefulneſs, many moral Inſtructions for practical life 
may be learnt. 


1. Tax Earth bearing Graſs, Herbage, Corn, and 
Wood to perfection for the maintenance of Man, 
Beaſt, and Fowl, tho' it doth not this without the 
Influence of the Heavens above, the Sun, the Moon, 
the Air, Clouds, and Rain, ſhews the Inhabitants, 
and continually preaches to them, that they alſo 
ſhould do good and bear good fruit; for doth the 
Earth, Mountains, and Valleys, - yearly bring forth 
Fruit to them, every part of it ſomething, both within 
and without, and ſhould not they yearly and continu+ 
ally bring Fruit unto Gop who hath made the 
Earth to be fruitful to them, and to one another ? 
If they do not, the time will come when the Heavens 
will reveal their iniquity and the Earth will rife wp, 
and bear witneſs again them. Fob xx. 27. God 
complains of thoſe who do no good, and threatens 
them with cutting down and caſtiag into the Fire of 
Hell, Math. iii. 10. And now alſo the Ax is laid unte 
the root of the tree: therefore every tree which bringeth 
not J forth good fruit is hewn down, and caft into the five. 
For Hell is certainly prepared for them that do 7 
and do no good. | 


2. As for the Earth itſelf, ſo from the Wen of 
the Pariſh, together with the Earth, ſome ſpiritual 
Inſtructions may be learned; for 2s the Grace of 
Gop is often compared, and to nothing as often 
compared in holy writ as to running Waters of all 
ſorts, Springs, Fountains, and Rivers, the leſſer 
Waters running into the greater, the Springs into 
the Rivulets and leſſer Rivers, the leſſer Rivers into 
the greater, and the greater into the Sea, from 

whence 
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48 AB ERYST RUTH 
whence they came in the Clouds of Heaven; this 
ſhews the Inhabitants, and no doubt deſignedly 
ſhews, how the leſſer meaſures of Grace do ſeek after, 
and enter into greater meaſures, and the tendency of 
the greater meaſures, towards perfection, and the Sea 
of glory; ; from whence all the Springs of Ooh come 
down into the n of Men. 


3. From the Earth of the Mountains on every ſide 
giving way to the Motion of the Waters, the leſſer 
in great numbers into the greater, the greater into 
the Sea, we may, and ſhould learn, that the world 
ſhould, and muſt give way to the motion of Grace 
to glory and perfection. Indeed Grace is the Con- 
queror, and will have its way to. Heaven from 
whence it came, tho”; Socinians, Arians, and Arminians 
of all ſorts, who hold falling from Grace blaſ- 
phemouſly againſt a thouſand Scriptures, do make 
fin the Conqueror and Murderer of Grace, and give 
Satan cauſe to rejoice on their part-;/;but that Satan 
knows better things, and can only wiſh their lyes 
were true. Thoſe that preach this Doctrine and 
profeſs it are his Miniſters, but what they ſay is too 
falſe for a Devil to believe, tho' fooliſh Men will 
believe what the Devil himſelf and all Heaven and 
Hell know to be falſe. And as both the leſſer and 
greater Waters go to the Sea, thro' the Channels 
which the Creator of the Earth made for them, 
what doth. it ſhew, but that the Springs, and Foun- 
tains of Grace run to glory thro' the means of 
grace | Where therefore the ſinful ſons of Men are 
to ſeek, and wait for it; as the ſick Men of old did at 
the Pool of Betheſda for the n of their r, 


John V. 2, 5050 . 


An the many Concavities on che Weſt and 
Inferior 


PARISH. 49 


Inferior ſides of the Mountains and Valleys anſwer- 
ing to the ſwellings on the other, ſide, as if Gop 
in Creating the Earth did Cleave and divide the 
Mountains into Valleys, for it appears like it, to 
teach us that Inferiors ſhould yield to Superiors, and 
one perſon to another in all the Caſes wherein yielding 
is better than contending. It is a Scripture doctrine 
of great Importance, Prov. xv. 1. 4 S:ft anſwir 
turneth away wrath : but grivaus words ſtir up anger, 
And Eccleſ. x. 4. If the ſpirit of the ruler riſe up againſt 
thee, leave not thy place: for yielding pacifieth great 
offences ; and deſerves a figurative repreſentation of it 
in the Creation; and behold a viſible confirming 
figure of it in the ground of Abery/truth Pariſh ! Te 
may alſo ſhew that thoſe who abound in earthly 
things ſhould anſwer to the neceſſities of others, and 
ſupply their wants; the Earth ſhewing what the 
Scripture ſpeaketh, and confirming it increaſeth the 
obligation to perform it. 


THus the Form and Face of the ground in Aber- 
y/ſtruth Pariſh gives Inſtruction in Divinity, and 
teacheth diverſe leſſons of Importance. And it is 
with wonder and pleaſure I have obſerved the ten- 
dency and conſtant motion of the leſſer Waters to 
the greater, both to help them, and to be helped by 
them to go to the Sea; as ſhewing the conſtant and 
never ending tendency of the leſſer meaſure of Grace 
to the greater, expreſſed in Scripture by going on 
from flrength ta ſtrength Pſalm Ixxxiv. 7. And from 
glory to glory, 2 Cor. iii. 18. till it infallibly enters 
into the Sea of glory. A Doctrine ſo comfortable, and 
of ſuch Importance, being the chief Circumſtance in 
the glory of Grace, and in the praiſe of the glory of 
it, that the Loxp hath made a figure of it in the 


Waters of the Earth; and abundantly in the Waters of 
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this Pariſh, to confirm his word, and to confute the 
unſcriptural, lying, deceitful notion of falling from 
Grace, Should any in the Pariſh of Abery/t» uth ever 
receive this dotage, all the running Waters in the 
Pariſh Rivers, Fountains, and Springs without num- 
ber which infallibly go into the Sea, will riſe againſt 
them in Judgement; for they now continually 
together with the Scriptures do preach perſeverancg, 
in Grace to the praiſe of the glory of his Grace, as 
long as the World remains; and the Remembrance 
of it for ever. 


X. Or the Buildings in the Pariſh of Abery/truth, 


THERE is neither Town nor Village in the Pariſh. 
Nor the ruins of any Caſtle, Tower, or Monaſtery, 
there never having been ſuch things in it. But 
Houſes ſcattered here and there in the bottom and 
ſides of the Valleys great and ſmall ; not one without 
them, and ſome on the backs of the South ends of 
the Beacon Mountain, and Mount Kelliau. All the 
Houſes in number about 150, are built of ſtones 
and timber, not of Earthen- ſides and timber, as 
in ſome parts of J/ales. Of theſe ſome are poor and 
meanly built, but many well built, and delightfully 
ſituated ; and ſome very delightful. Scarce a Valley 
or Koome without one or other that is ſo. As to 
their number they are in all about 150. About 30 


in Ebwy-vaur, above 30 in Tilery, and more than 


four-ſcore in the Valley of the Church. To one or 
other of the Valleys, the next to them, the Houſes 


on the backs of the Mountains are to be reckoned. 


Bur there are two or three Extraordinary Edifices 


in this Pariſh : The 


FiksT, is the Pariſh Church, built nearly between 
the 
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the meeting of the two Rivers, the Ebwy-vach and 
the Niruth, upon a little elevated plain ſpot of 
ground, tho' the ground at a little diſtance from it 
ſoon declines downward towards both Rivers ; as if 
the Creator had made this ſpot of ground purpoſely 
to be a place of Worſhip : And I believe before the 
end of the World much good will be done in 
it; altho' in former times it was a place about which 
much Sin hath been committed, eſpecially in the 
time of their Wakes. About it alſo was the Lord 's 
day continually profaned without Interruption more 
than in any place in the Pariſh, but thro' the bleſſed 
Influence of the goſpel miniſtry, it is not ſo now. Tt 
is a large Edifice, double-roofed, with a row of arched 
Stone pillars thro' the middle of it from Eaſt to 
Weſt, It was built with a place for the Popiſh con- 
feſſion in the South-ſide wall, which is now pru- 
dently filled up : A Stone in the Porch to contain 
holy Water to Sprinkle the people. One may ima- 
gine, not from, but in their fins : and a ſtone Font 
for baptiſm, and a painted glaſs Window in the Eaſt 
end of the Church; the Tower is large and of a 
conſiderable height, yet hath but two ſmall tint!! - 
nabulum Bells for Church bell uſes. It is ſurround- 
ed with large Yew-trees, which together with the 
largeneſs of the Building makes it a notable fight 
both near at hand and at a diſtance ; tho' the Trees 
now manifeſtly decay. I think it was built much 
about 200 Years ago, in the time of King Henry 
the ſeventh or Henry the Eighth, It was finiſhed in the 
month of February, and dedicated, not to Gop, but 
to the Apoſtle Peter, whoſe Picture was drawn upon 
the Wall within the Church, with a Key by his 
ſide to let the people into Heaven; which gave 
occaſion of a joke from I. D. Meurig one of the 
Pariſhioners, who ſeeing the Picture aſked the 
G 2 meaning 
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meaning of it, and being told it was the Picture 
of Peter the Apoſtle with his Key to open the Door 
of Heaven to let the people in, he reply'd that none 
were gone to Heaven a long time paſt, for ſaid he, 


- © his Key is become ruſty“. Formerly they kept 


their Wakes on the day of dedication in February, 
which now is changed into St. Peter's day in June; 
in which no act of devotion of any kind is per- 
formed, but abundance of fin committed, for nothing 
elſe but fin is the work of the day, and the mea- 
ſure of ſinning very great. It is now however upon 
the decay, and may it come to nothing; it is the deſire 
of the preſent Miniſter, and of the ſober part of the 
Pariſhioners ; for it hath been a cauſe of preat evils. 


Ir ſeems there was a great ſpeech and conteſt 
about the place where this Church ſhould be built. 
Once it was intended to be built upon the brim of 
the Beacon Mountain, over againſt the place where 
the Church now is. There they began to clear the 
ground for it, which is ſtill to be ſeen, and ſtill 
called LIE yk ELW S; i. e. the Place of the Church. 
But it was very Injudicioufſly choſen in diverſe re- 
ſpects, and the attempt and reſolution ſoon given 
over. The other place where they intended to 
build it was in the alley of Tilery at a place called 
TY LLAWN-BWN-MaARCH, i. e. the Houſe of the full- 
leaded-H:rſe. Where they ſay was a print of the 
Horſe 's foot upon a Stone to be ſeen formerly, which 
had brought there a load of Money to build the 
Church in that place, This doubtleſs was a piece 
of Piieft-craft invented by ſome to prevail upon the 
inhabita nts to build the Church in that place for 
ſome ſelfiſh ends or other; it may be that the Prieſt 
might be nearer to ſerve in Lanhithe! Church for 
his own ends, As alſo the Story of the Horſe drink- 


ing 
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ing at 2 "Spring, at a conſiderable diſtance from 
that place, called FeynxnoN YR MARCH, i. e. the 
Horſe Fountain. It is a pure Spring of clear Water, 
but the way to it is rough and difficult thro' a 
grove of Hazel wood and Stones. But what cauſe 
had the Horſe to go there to drink, when there is 
one of the beſt Fountains of Water that can 
come thro” the Earth by the LLawx-Bwx-Marcy 
Houſe ? This place indeed is a moſt delightful place 
of the Earth, but as it is low Nowawzrd in the 
Eaſt fide of the Pariſh, it would have been a place 
very inconvenient for moſt of the Pariſhioners to 
come : to it, eſpecially for thoſe of Ebwy-vawr. 
But the Majority of the Pariſhioners icafonably 
prevailed to have it built where it is. Aud it 
is hard to fay where it could have been built in 
a more convenient place than in the middle of the 
Pariſh, and of the Valley which contains the greater 
number of Houſes and Inhabitants. The Papeſts, 
who in their groſs ignorance admire Peter far above all 
the Apoſtles, altho' the Apoſtle of the Gentiles, who 
was in the third Heaven, and to whom the Son of 
Gop appeared in his glorified Eſtate after his reſur- 
rection, was certainly his Superior in Spiritual 
knowledge, as his Epiſtles manifeſtly ſhew, are very 
ſorry for the lots of St. Peter's Church in Aler- 
Mirutb, and ſome of them have been ſeen to ſhed 
tears for the loſs of it into the poſſeſſion of the Pro- 
teſtants: tho' certainly St. Peter did not like their 
ſuperſtitious manner of Building, and their dedication 
of it, and their profane way of Commemorating 
his name in their ungodly Wakes. Would Peter 
open the Gates of Heaven, if he was the door-keeper 
of Heaven, to ſuch Idolatious, Ignorant, profane Men, 
or take any care of their place of Worſhip? No; 
The meaneſt Pariſhioner belonging to it hath a greater 
Concern 
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Concern in it, than St. Peter hath about it. He 


never repaired it; nor pays any Church Taxes, &c. 


Shewing any concernment about it at any time. 


ANOTHER Extraordinary or uncommon Building 
is the Baptiſts meeting-houſe and place of Worſhip, 
built upon the back of the declining end of Mount 
Kelliau, but rather on the Tilery ſide. It is a pleaſant 


_ delightful place of Vorſhip, delightfully ſituated, and 


reſorted to by miny people at times, 


THE other Extraordinary Edifice is the Beacon 
Houſe, now in ruins, built on the high North end 
of the great Mountain, lying between the Valley e 
the Church and the Valley of Ebuy-vawr, and called 


 MynirTH YR BeGWN, i. e. the Beacon Mountain, 


chiefly ſo called at the upper end, for lower down, it 
is called Mynity Kat vr Keven, becauſe of 
two pleaſant Fields, eſpecially the loweſt of the two on 
that ſide of the Mountain next the Church Valley. 
And where lower down the Mountain divides about 
the River Beeg That on the left hand next the 
Valley of the Church is called YR KEVEN BACH, i. e. 
Little Back, having but *one Houſe upon it, and 
many Fields called vx ARAIL, very pleaſant, That 
on the left ſide of that River, is called GLan HAvo- 
DAVEL, contratedly HoDAvEL ; upon which are four 
Houſes of ſubſtantial Freeholders. The Beacon called 
Ty WYNEB V NiTH, i. e. Neft face Houſe, becauſe 
of its reſemblance, to a Bird *s-neſt, of a round 
form like a Bird *s-neſt, becauſe the Stones at the 
top falling inwardly round. about within, and falling 
partly outwardly about it on all fides, hath given it 
very much the ſhape of a Bird 's-neſt both within 
and without, but much broader at the bottom than 
at the top. The compaſs of the Terrace at the 
bottom 
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bottom being about forty Yards, the compaſs of the 
mouth or brim about twenty Yards. It is not perfectly 
round, either within or without, but very much ſo, 
nor is the hollow mouth of it very deep, yet when 
the Wind blows very ſtrong, there is a ſhelter in it 
for any one that would lie down, or fit in the hollow 
of its top; as I myſelf experienced. When the 
Sun ſhines and when it is not very hot, it is very 
pleaſant. And I ſometimes wiſhed I had Pen and 
Ink to write in that odd pleaſant place. It is cruſted 
both within and without with Turf and herbage 
within with graſs, without with heath and Bilber— 
ries in their ſeaſon. It is the ruins of a very old 
Edifice built for a proſpeR, and to give warning 
to riſe the Country in time of war for their own 
defence. The proſpect from it is exceeding great. 
Towards the South there is a rifing in the Mountain 
that hinders the proſpect, but every other way it is 
very great, for from it may be ſeen the North end 
of Monmouth-ſhire on every fide, ſome parts of 
Hereford-ſhire and Radnor-ſhire, moſt of the Moun- 
tains of Brecon-ſhire, and of the Mountains of 
Glamorgan-ſhire to the Weſt and to the South; and 
much of Gloceſter ſhire, and much more of Mon- 
mouth-ſhire Eaſtward, but for the height of the 
Bloremce Mountain towards Abergavenny; ſo that in 
no part of Monmouth-ſhire could ſuch a place be 
found for a Beacon, except it may be Twrvrx- 
BARLWM. A little to the South from it, there is a 
Pool of Water of ſeveral yards compaſs, and of a 
confiderable depth ; which I think is not a natural 
but an artificial one, made at the time, and for the 
uſe of the Building. If it never drieth up, as I think 
it doth not, it is of uſe to the Cattle in the times of 
great droughts, ſome of whom have died in other 
places for want of Water, 
| Is 
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In the latter end of July when I was there it 
was pretty windy, there were ſome Flies ſomewhat 
reſembling the Yellow humble Bees, but leſs Yellow- 
iſh approaching to a Grey colour, who were nume- 
rous about the place, eſpecially in the hollow mouth 
of the Stony-neſt, as if they had a Neſt there; who 
did fly about me very ſwiftly and ſtrong as if they 
were inclined to Sting, and were troubleſome I ſtruck 
ſon e of them down with my Hat, that I might ſee 
what they were, but they quickly roſe up, and did 
fly ſo ſwiftly that I could not plainly ſee what they 
were. I thought they reſembled, more than any other, 
the Flies that Sting the Cattle, If they were theſe 
Flies, then the Beacon now of no uſe is become a 
place of Miſchief, eſpecially if they uſe to Neſtle 
there. The Edifice being ſo cruſted over without 
and within, ſhews it is very ancient, as far back 
perhaps as the time of Richard the Second. 


9 

Bes1DEs all theſe ſtone Buildings, there are 10 
ſtone Bridges beſides Wooden ones over the Rivers 
of Aberyſtruth. 3 over the River Ebuy-vawr ; 5 over 
Ebwy-vach; one over the River Miuth near the 
mouth of it, and the Church; and one over Tilery 
near the mouth of it; ſo the Buildings in Abery/truth 
are not Inconſiderable. | 


XI. Or the Pleaſant Places in the Pariſh of 
Aberyſtruth. 


Tux middle and lower ends of all the Valleys 

great and ſmall, and of the Mountains in this 

Pariſh, are the moſt delightful; ſo that one looking 

towards the North ends of the Valleys from their 

lower ends and middle, will have no pleaſant 

ſight of them; but on the contrary looking down 
| towards 
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towards their middle and South ends will have a 
pleaſant ſight of them. And of the three Valleys, 
the Valley of Tilery on the Faſt fide of the Pariſh is 
the moſt delightful. The Trees which are the chief 
glory of the Earth, eſpecially the Beech trees, abound- 
ing about the Rivers great and ſmall, the Hedges and 
Lanes make theſe places exceeding pleaſant, and 
the paſſing by them delightful and affecting; ſo that 
well built Houſes with Gardens, Trees, and Wall 
buildings about them in thoſe warm Valleys, with 
the proſpect of the grand high Mountains about 
them, would make very delightful habitations. Some 
of the moſt delightful upon the Earth ; ſome there 
are which are conſiderably well built, and delight- 
ful. Ty yny Lluyn in Ebwy-vaur is a delicate Houſe, 
both the Kitchen and the Hall. A perſon delighting 
in Study, and being alone, need not defire a better 
place than the Hall, with the delightful Garden before 
it towards the South, the door of entrance to it from 
the Hall, and the delightful woody Mountainous 
proſpets about it, In this Hall is the meeting of 
the Independent Diſſenters kept. The Gentlewoman 
who is the owner of the place being of that perſua- 
ſion. Some Fields lower down upon an Eſtate of 
Fuftice Williams by the River ſide, another delightful 
Houſe might be built, There is a well-built delight- 
ful Houſe at Aber-mythve, the habitation of a very 
reſpectable great Freeholder. And lower down by 
the River ſide, near Pant rhiw gyngi, is an excellent 
place to build a delightful habitation ; ſo likewiſe 
ſome places by the Leſſer Ebwy ſide, not far above 
Aver-tilery. In Tilery are diverſe pleaſant Houſes with 
good proſpects about them. And among others a 
Gentleman 's Houſe in Koome nant y groes is eminent- 
Ivſo. But it ſhould be obſerved that none of theſe 


pleaſant places to build, are either in the North of 
H the 
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Valley or the Weſt ſides of the Rivers, but on the 
South ends, and the Eaſt ſides of the Valleys and 
Rivers; ſo it pleaſed the Creator to form this part 
of the Earth, and it is a work of Sovereign wiſdom, 
power, and rectitude, to be ovierved with veneration 


and ref; * 


THERE are Houſes upon Hauadavel Mountain: 
the meaning of HAF FoD AVEL is, the Summer Tenure, 
or reſi dence, of thoſe who dwelt at other times down 
in the Valleys; ſo it was before ſtone Houſes were 
built upon the Mountain. There are now four de- 
lightful habitations and Eftates belonging to them 
upon this delightful Mountain; and among the reſt, 
and beyond the reſt a Houſe of Juſtice Williams well 
built, and delightful, and the air very wholeſome 
about it. There are two ordinary Houſes on the back 
of Mount Kelliau which at preſent are without Inha- 
bitants, and where the loweſt of the two is, a well 
built Houſe with Gardens, Walls, and Trees about 
it, would make a very delightful wholeſome habita- 
tion, and I may ſay the ſame of ſuch a Houſe built 
in the loweſt of Kae yr Keven Fields. Such dwellings 
would be much preferable to greater Houſes in 
richer Counties, where the grounds are moiſt and 
dirty about their Houſes and Barns, no Walls about 
their Courts, no Tables of ſtone to floor their 
Houſes, and to lead them through their Courts, the 
Trees fewer, no clear wholeſome Springs of water 
near them, nor the delightful proſpects of Hills and 
Mountains, at a diſtance from them, and wanting 
Coal for firing. The ground is indeed richer, and 
has a better ſurface, but the lower glory of the 
Graſs and Herbage inferior to the higher glory of 
numerous Trees. This is the caſe of the better 


grounds, and the Marſhes in Monmouth-ſhire, and 
| of 
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of many Counties and parts of Counties in England 
and Wales; and who would exchange with them 
in want of all the advantages above mentioned ? 


XII. Or the Population and Inhabitants of the 


WHEN this Pariſh was firſt Inhabited cannot be 
known, but doubtleſs very anciently. That they 
were here long before the Roman Conqueſt appears 
from the Torgues, the Toxchgzu HAlARN, i. e. 
Rings of Iron being found in the fields, which were 
the Money of the Britains, before the Romans were 
ſettled in the Country, I have ſeen ſome of theſe 
Iron Rings taken up in plowed fields in this Pariſh. 
but tho' this part of the Country, and of all the 
Hilly parts of Vent-land were very anciently inhabit- 
ed, even long before the Romans came, which was 
about fifty three years before the Birth of CHRIS; 
yet there is good reaſon to think that the population 
was much increaſed before the Roman wars. That 
they were numerous appears from the Ca/tella Italia- 
rum now in ruins, called CasTELL TALIURZUn 
by the Welſh, the corruption of Ca/tella [taliorum, 
built by the Romans of /raly not long after the 
ſettling of the ſecond Roman Legion at Caerlion, about 
the latter end of the firſt Century ; doubtleſs to keep 
the Inhabitants of the Mountainous part of the 
Country above Caerlion in awe, which plainly ſhews 
they were not a few in number. But their number 
likely Increaſed by thoſe who, to avoid the Romans, 
came up from the parts of Caerlion into the Hilly 
Country. There is reaſon alſo to think that the 
population of theſe parts was Increaſed, in the fifth 
ſixth, and ſeventh Centuries when the Saxons prevailed 


over the Britains in England ; and that many of them 
H 2 then 
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then came into Wales ; grubbed up the wood ; and 
| Cultivated ſome of the wile parts for their Sub- 
ſiſtence. 


3 


As to the Inhabitants in later times, and in the 
preſent time, altho' there are in the Pariſh about 
150 Houſes in all; but as ſeveral of them ate at pre- 
ſent without Inhabitants, in others only one woman, 
in others two perſons, and in others but three or 
four; tho” there are ſome large Families, yet I cannot 
think that all the Inhabitants together do exceed 
500 in number, I doubt not ſv many, notwithſtanding 
the ſmallneſs of the number, fewer indeed than they 
have been in times paſt; there are and have been 
among them ſome perſons of every kind of human 
Excellence. The virtuous, and truly pious, yea Emi- 
nently fo ſo ; that no Pariſh tn the County, except 
Mynithyſlein, hath produced ſo many excellent, pious, 
perſons as the Pariſh of Abery/truth. Alſo the wiſe, 
learned, and acute, the ſtrong bodied, and one Giant 
in time paſt, The account of which ſhall be given 
under the next head. The fair and beautiful of 
both ſexes, In the former part of this Century there 
were ten or twelve of the female ſex, moſt of them 
of the Havodavel family, who, had they appeared 
together, would have made a very taking appear- 
ance, ſuch as would have no reaſon to be aſhamed 
of their perſonal appearance in any company in the 
World, At preſent it is not ſo, time which decayeth 
every thing hath diminiſhed their excellent beauty. 
Death hath taken away ſome, and others removed 
out of the Pariſh, . And few of thoſe ſort of n. 
are as yet riſen in their ſtead. 


As to the Diſpoſition of the People in general, 


They are friendly, affable, merciful and far from 
cruelty, 
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eruelty, but merry and too loquacious when many 
of them meet together; as wanting natural Gravity and 
Sedateneſs. Cheerful in a poor condition. Their wit 
and mental Capacity is rather Efeminate and con- 
tracted, than Maſculine and extenſive, tender and 
affectionate rather than firm and conſtant. Not very 
difficult to be perſuaded to well doing by fair means, 
yet too eaſily perſuaded on the other hand to do 
amiſs, They ſeem, as Welſhmen in general, to have 
a kind of an Innate virtue, which upon cloſe, wiſe, 
and kind dealing ſoon appears ; which yet again too 
ſoon yields to the prevailing corruption of nature, 
The number of very profane perſons among them at 
preſent are not many through the prevailing Influ- 
ence of the Goſpel. 


$ 


As to their condition in life and Worldly ſub, 


ſtance there are not many Gentlemen's Eſtates in 


the Pariſh, but ſome very ſubſtantial, and many 
ſmall Freeholds; ſo that in the Election of a Parlia- 
ment Man ſome years ago, there were found no lets 
than fifty Votes in this ſmall Pariſh ; not fifteen 
Miles in compaſs; fo that in Election times their 
weight is much, and in general they vote on the 
low Church fide, The number of their poor is fewer 
than in ſome neighbouring Pariſhes, and there are 
Legacies left for them, which much leſſen the 
weight of the Poor's Tax, upon the Pariſhioners. 
The one Legacy by the Rev. Mr. Anthony Bonner, 
Rector of Lanwenarth and Lanvair, in the time of 
Charles the Second, who left a field called the Poor's 
field in Lanwenarth Pariſh by the River V; out of 
which is, or was yearly paid two Pounds for the 
uſe of the poor of Abery/truth Pariſh, except when 
the field is overflowed by the River. The other by 


Richard Edmund, a virtuous man, who dwelt in 
Koome 


, 
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Koome Mythue in Elwy-vawr Valley. The Legacy 
at firſt was two Pounds a year, But by ſome means 
or other it is now reduced to twenty Shillings a 
year ; by what means it is reduced to one half I know 
not. But I know, and ſad it is, that ſuch kind of 
Legacies are often abuſed, but to the great hurt of 
thoſe that do it, 


XIII. Or the [Remarkable and Extraordinary 
things in the Pariſh of Aberyſtruth. 


EveN in this ſmall part of the Earth, and Mon- 
mouth County, many Extraordinary things are come 
to paſs, which deſerve obſervation and remem- 
brance: As 


1. THERE is a ftone Pillar ſet up at Bub y 
Lluyn on the Eaſt ſide of Miluvre Mountain to direct 
the way from Abergavenny to the Church Valley in 
miſty times. At the foot of which there is a ſmall Stone 
in which is deeply impreſſed a perfect reſemblance of 
a young Lamb's foot; but why ſuch an Impreſſion 
ſhould be made in it, and why of a Lamb's foot, and 
not of the foot of any other Creature, and by 
whom, or by what it was made is to me unintelligi- 
ble; For it cannot be thought that any Man ſhould 
ſpend his time in doing ſuch a thing, and indeed it 
was ſcarce poſſible for any Man to do it ſo naturally, 
yet it is likely that ſome perſon took Notice of 
it, and brought it there. The great Stone, which is 
both thick and high, doth not ſtand upright, but 
inclines South-weſt towards the Church Valley. 

2. A Man of this Pariſh who worked at the Coal 
Mine in Rhaſe yr Glo, going into one of the Pits 


which had not been worked ſome time paſt, found 
there 
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chere a number of Swallows ſeemingly dead, hanging 
by their Bills which they had thruſt into the Clay 
roof of the Pit; being therefore breathleſs in their 
ſleeping ſtate. But part of the roof where they had 
lodged themſelves . was fallen down, and they Were 
bruiſed, and their Blood was upon the Stones. An 
Inſtance that theſe Birds do not all go out of the 
Country in Winter, as people long imagined they 
did, but that they enter into the holes of the Earth 
and remain there until the ſpring comes. Here is 
a demonſtration of the Power of the ALMIcHrx in 
making Creatures that can live more than half a 
year without food and breathing, for if they breathed 
they would indeed want food to be digeſted. It is a 
long time of reſt and ſleep. And theſe Creatures 
awakened after ſo long ſleep and death-like ſlate, 
may be ſome help towards believing the doctrine of 
the reſurrection, of which the works of Creation are 
very full of proof, in Confirmation of the Scripture 
which largely aſlerteth this taſx of human faith. 


3. Ix the beginning of this Century, Dazzy the 
Wife of Abel Malter of Ebwy-vawr, was delivered 
of a dead Child thro' the Navel, and was well and 
lived a long time after it, This is a, certain matter 
of fat, well known 1n all the Country round, 
and aſſerted in Print. But tho' this is a certain 
matter of fact, and I have read of the ſame thing 
which came to paſs ſome where elſe, yet I cannot 
conceive how this could poſſibly come to paſs and 
the perſon live after it. I was well acquainted 
with her and her huſband. They were honeſt inno- 
cent perſons, and lived but four or five fields from 
my Father's houſe, Here is another Extraordinary 
thing which came to paſs in Aberyſtrutb Pariſh, 


4. Having 


»4# wx en 2 
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4. Havixc ſeveral times heard of an exceeding 
long Grave, called BETH y GwR HIR, i. e. the Tall 
Man's Grave, and at laſt ſeeing it by the way ſide 
which deſcends from the Mountain into the Valley 
of U, and goes into the Town of Abergavenny at a 
place called, yr Alluys; andenquiring about the perſon 
buried there ; I had this account from ſeveral ; That 
they were going with him from Blaene Gwent to be 
buried at Lanwenarth Church, where the Blaene Gwent 
people were buried before the Church at Abery/truth 
was built, and that that part of the Country was 
made a Pariſh, and called Aberyſtruth; and it growing 
late; and the weather very tempeſtuous, and having 
about two Miles more to go, and a Boat to paſs 


che River Ut before they could reach the Church; 


they were diſcouraged from going any farther; the 
great weight of the Corps alſo, it may be, adding 
to their diſcouragement, they buried him there, lay- 
ing the Corps from Eaſt to Weſt after the manner 
of their Burying in the Churches, and Church- yards; 


with two large Stones one at each end of the Grave, 
and the ſpace between them admirably large, for 
the length of a Grave. | 


SPEAKING to an Intelligent friend about it, he 
went and meaſured the length between the two 
Stones, and found it to be thirteen Feet and a 
half, Now on one hand we cannot ſuppoſe that 
theſe ſtones were placed too near the Corps, and 
on the other hand that it would be improper to ſet 
them far from it, and therefore not likely to be 
done, we may gueſs at the length of it. Now 
ſuppaſing the diſtance of the ſtones from the dead 
Body ſhould be a Foot at each end, which is the 
utmoſt we can reaſonably ſuppoſe, The length of 
the Body ſtill muſt be about eleven Feet, He muſt 

| have 
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have been a perſon of an ext-aordinary fize, and 
certainly a Giant, and tall as Goliath of Gath ; and 
' appearing in Goliath's armour, would have made 
ſuch a figure as Goliath did, which terrified all 
Iſrael, Let none ſay, that this was impoflible, I 
have ſomewhere read in Print that —— an Evgliſh 
Man who lived not ſo long ago, was as tall as 
Goliath of Gath. And doth not the Scripture plain- 
ly tell us of the Giants of Gath ? Of Og King of 
Baſhan ? The length of whoſe Bed was tour Yards 
and a half, and the Breadth two Yards, and he is 
ſaid to be of the remnant of the Giants who lived 
before him, and were many in number, 


Tag Emims and Zamaummims are ſaid in the 
Scripture of truth to be Giants, a people great and 
tall as the Anakims, Who can read the ſecond and 
third chapters of Deuteronomy and deny that there 
were Giants after the Flood ? Confirming Mofes's 
ſaying that there were Giants upon the Earth 
before the Flood. Men of renown for their ſize 
ſtrength of Body and great actions, Gen. vi, 4. Hove 
then could Dr, V. Derham, and after him the au- 
thors of the Univerſal Dictionary of arts and ſciences 
aſſert, that the ſize of Men was always the ſame 
from the Creation, and in a manner deny the Being 
of Giants, in contradiftion to plain Scripture 
aſſerting it? We read of the Giant Fin mac Coul, in 
Scotland, of the Giant Colebron a Dane, &c. and 
may not the Patagonians be called a Gigantick nation? 
in compariſon of the generality of Men, I conclude 
that the Man of whom I ſpake was a Man of a 
 Gigantick ſize, in the Pariſh now called Aber. 
Mruth, the like of whom, it may be, was in no other 
part of Wales. He is ſaid to have lived in that part 
of the Pariſh now called Havodavel. 

I As 
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As to the time of the Interment of this extraor- 
dinary Corps, we have no particular knowledge, but 
ſuppoſe it muſt have been ſome time afore the build- 
ing of the Church at Aberyſtruth; and after the 
building of Lanwenarth Church, which we have rea- 
ſon to think was not built before either the latter 
End of the ſixth or beginning of the ſeventh Cen- 
tury of Chriſtianity. About which time lived Gren 
the daughter of Arth the Son of Brychan King of 
Brecknock, who flouriſhed about the year 490 after 
CurisT, His Son Arth likely in the beginning of 
the ſixth Century, his daughter in the latter end 
of it, and, it may, be lived to the beginning of the 
next Century, Whether the Church bearing her 
name was built in her time and by her means, 
or by others after her time, and dedicated to her 
Memory, not long after her death, we know not, I 

chuſe to think the former, 


LIANx-GWEN-ARTRH. 
Church of Gwen-Arth, 


WHEREFORE this burial muſt be after the build- 
ing of this Church, even ſome conſiderable time, 
becauſe the cuſtom of burying in the Church obtained 
not ſo early as the time of Gwen=arth in Wales, nor 
a while afterward, When, between theſe periods of 
time, he was buried cannot be certainly known ; but 
I have ſome reaſon to think it was between the year 
. 1100 and 1200, But we ſhall certainly know this, 
and every thing elſe which we have the leaſt concern- 
ment to know in the unerring light of eternity, 
There was it ſeems one Giant in the Land of Aber- 
ruth in the times of old. A Man of ſuch a ſtature 
as was no where elſe in Wales, that we have heard 


of, | 


5. SOMB 
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5. SOME time after the building of the Church at 
Aberyſtruth, and before the reformation, there was 
one Sir Philip His name not farther remem- 
bred, who was Curate of the Pariſh. And living 
by him ſelf, the Popiſh Clergy not being allowed to 
marry, in a Houſe called yy Ty Llwyd, not a great 
diſtance from the Church. Sir Philip having receiv- 
ed, it is ſuppoſed, a Tithe Kid; and as ſolitari- 
neſs ſeems long and tedious, and not always 
agreeable to any creature, and leſs ſo to the human 
Kind, he diverted himſelf with the Kid, and bred it 
up until it became a grown he Goat ; and allowed 
it to lie upon Fern or Straw in the ſame Chamber 
with himſelf; partly, it may be, to leſſen his fear 
in the night: from which the learned and the great 
are not always free. Cant. iii. 7, 8. Behold, his bed 
which is Solomon's ; threeſcore valiant men are about 
it, of the valiant of Iſrael : They all hold fwords, being 
expert in war : every man hath his ſword upon his thigh, 
becauſe of fear in the night, The Beaſt was not un- 
grateful to his preſerver, as men are to their Creator 
and preſerver. Iſaiah i. 3. The c knoweth his owner, 
and the aſs his maſter's crib : but Iſrael doth not know, 
my people doth nat conſider. But had great affection for 
him, and delighted to follow him every where, even 
to Church on Sundays, But being not allowed to 
go into the body of the Church, ſtaid in the Porch, 
chewing his Cud until his Maſter had done, and 
then would follow him into the Ale-houſe hard by. 
But at one time Sir Philip being abſent, upon ſome 
occaſion, ſome of the company were ſo wicked as 
to force the he Goat to drink Ale until he was 
drunk, and in going home fell over the wooden 
Bridge between him and Sir Philip's houſe, into the 
River, and was in ſome danger of drowning ; or of 


being bruiſed upon the Stones. But he would never 
I 2 after- 
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afterward go into the Ale-houſe, as before ; but 
would lye down the other fide of the Lane, which 
paſſed by the Houſe in fight of the door, to ſee when 
his Maſter would come out, that he might follow 
him home. | 


HERE was a leſſon of temperance ſhewed to the 
whole Pariſh, and to the Curate himſelf, againſt 
drunkenneſs, by a beaſt of the Earth, to the end of 
time. No doubt it was much talked of, far and 
near, and Sir Philip's Goat made him more famous 
and obſerved than otherwiſe he would have been. 
But whether this leſſon was practically obſerved 


we know not: If not, it will be a witneſs againſt 
thoſe who ſaw it, and thoſe who have heard of it, 


and acted contrary to it, in the day, when the Heavens 
ſhall reveal the Iniquities of Men, and the Earth will 
riſe up againſt them in Judgement, Fob xx. 27. This 
notable tranſaction was ſent to London with ſome 
difference of expieſſions, and Printed in the Royal Ma- 
gazine of 1761, Here is a notable thing worthy to be 
known in all Pariſhes, and in all the World, and to be 
praQically obſerved by all, eſpecially by all Mini- 
ſters ; which came to paſs in Abery/ftruth Pariſh. | 


XIV. Or Apparitions, and Agencies of Spirits 
in the Pariſh of Abery/ftruth. 


Tux Sons of Infidelity ſeem much averſe unto, 
and affect to ſpeak with levity and ridicule of 
Apparitions, as if they were the poſterity and Scholars 
of the ancient Sadducees ; againſt whom the Scripture 
ſpeaks. But in the name of truth, why is it that 
theſe Men can give no ſober attention to great 
nwnbers of honeſt Men, who have their wits about 


them as well as they? are as far from lying and 
5s falſhood 
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falſhood as themſelves, can be, who atteſt theſe 
things ; and have no ſelfiſh ends to ſerve by ſuch 
relations. Why ſhould theſe Men think that becauſe 
themſelves have not ſeen and experienced ſuch things 
that none elſe have ? Would it not be ſufficient for 
them to ſay, we indeed have no experience of ſuch 
things, but it may be others have; and ſince many 
perſons of p.obity and ſenſe do atteſt it, it is likely 
there is ſomething in it, more likely than that there 
is not; and therefore it will not become us to ſcoff 
at ſuch relations, Men of no experience in this caſe 
are in no proper condition to confute them, and it 
becomes them not to attempt to confute matters of 
fact, of which there are abundant certainties to a 
ſober wit. But nothing will ſatisfy unreaſonable, 
proud Infidelity. 


In former times, more than at preſent, there were 
frequent appearances of the Fairies, in Wales, I 
think, as much in the Pariſh of Abery/iruth as in any 
other, and more than in ſome. They are no doubt 
evil Spirits belonging to the Kingdom of darkneſs. 
They wete ſeen in former times, and heard by ſome 
perſons or other continually, and ſometimes by ſeve- 
ral perſons together at all hours of the night, and all 
hours of the day. In the night more than in the day, 
in the morning and evening of the day more than 
about noon. Abundance of people ſaw them, and 
heard their muſick, which every one ſaid was low 
and pleaſant, but none could ever learn the Tune. 
Heard their talking like that of many talking toge- 
ther, but the words ſeldom heard. But to thoſe who 
did hear, they ſeemed to diſpute much about future 
Events, and about what they were to do ; whence it 
came to a proverb in the Pariſh concerning diſagree- 
ing perſons, NI CHYDUNANT HWY MWY NA BEN- 
DITH 
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DITH EU  MAMMAU, i. e. they will no more agree 
than the Fairies. 


THey appeared diverſe ways, but their moſt fre- 
quent way of appearing was like dancing Companies 
with Muſick, and in the form of Funerals. When 
they appeared like dancing Companies, they were 
deſirous to entice perſons into their Company, and 
ſome were drawn among them and remained among 
them ſome time ; uſually a whole year ; as did Ed- 
mund William Rees, a Man whom I well knew, and 
was a Neighbour, who came back at the year's end, 
and looked very bad. But either they were not able 
to give much account of themſelves or they durſt 
not give it, only ſaid they had been dancing, and 
that the time was ſhort, But there were ſome others 
who went with them at night and returned ſome 
times at night, and ſometimes the next morning; 
eſpecially thoſe perſons who took upon them to 
cure the hurts received from the Fairies, as Charles 
Hugh of Coed yr Pame in Langybi Pariſh. And Riffiart 
Cap Dee of Abery/truth, for the former of theſe muſt 
certainly converſe with them, For how elſe could 
he declare the words which his viſiters had ſpoken 
a day or days before they came to him, to their 
great ſurprize and wonder ? 


Arp as for Riffiart Cap Dee, ſo called, becauſe he 
wore a black Cap; it is ſaid of him that when he 
lodged in ſome Houſes to cure thoſe who were hurt 
by the Fairies, he would ſuddenly riſe up in the 
night, and make a very haſty preparation to go 
down Stairs: which when one perſon obſerv'd he 
ſaid “ Go ſoftly Uncle Richard leaſt you fall : *” he 
made anſwer, <* O here are ſome to receive me.” But 


when he -was called to one perſon who had Inad- 
WEI vertently 
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vertently fallen among the Fairies and had been 
greatly hurt by them, and kept his bed upon it; 
whoſe relations had ſent for the ſaid Riſſiart Cap 
Dee to cure him; who when he came up to the 
ſick Man's Chamber, the ſick Man took up a pound 
weight Stone, which was by the Bed fide, and threw 
it at the Infernal Charmer, with all his might, with 
this ſaying, Thou old villain waſt one of the worſt 
of them to hurt me,” for he had ſeen him among them 
ating his part againſt him; upon which the old 
Charmer went away muttering ſome words of Male- 
volence againſt him. He lived at the foot of Rhyw 
Coelbren, and there was a large hole in the fide of 
the Thatch of his Houſe, thro' which the people 
believed he went out, at night to the Fairies, and 
came in from them at night ; but he pretended it 
was that he might ſee the Stars at night. The 
Houſe is down long ago. He lived by himſelf, ag 
did the before mentioned Charles Hugh, who was 
very famous in the Country for his cures, and Know- 
ledge of things at a diſtance ; which he could not 
poſſibly know without converſing with evil Spirits, 
who walked the Earth to and fro. He is yet ſaid 
to be an affable friendly Man, and cheerful ; *tig 
then a pity he ſhould be in alliance with Hell, and 
an Agent in the Kingdom of darkneſs. 


I will only give one Inſtance of his knowledge 
of things at a diſtance ; and of ſecret things. Henry 
John Thomas, of the Pariſh of 4bery/ruth, a relation 
of mine an honeſt Man went with the Water of 

a young woman whom he Courted, and was ſick, to 
the ſaid Charles Hugh who as ſoon as he ſaw Henry 
John, pleaſantly told him, Ho! You come with 
your Sweet-heart's water to me.“ And he told him 
the very words which they had ſpoken together in 
a ſecret 
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a ſecret place, and deſcribed the place where they 
ſpoke. It was the general opinion in times paſt, 
when theſe things were very frequent, that the 
Fairies knew whatever was ſpoken in the Air with- 
out the Houſes, not ſo much what was ſpoken in 
the Houſes. I ſuppoſe they chiefly knew what was 
ſpoken in the Air at night. It was alſo ſaid that 
they rather appeared to an uneven number of perſons 
to one, three, five, &c. And oftener to Men than 
to Women. Thomas William Edmund of Havodavel 
an honeſt pious Man, who often ſaw them, declared, 
that they appeared with one bigger than the reſt 
going before them in the Company. 


Bur very often appeared in the form of a Funeral 
before the death of many perſons, with a Bier, and a 
Black Cloth, in the midſt of a Company about it, on 
every fide, before and after it. The inſtances of this 
were fo numerous, that it is plain, and paſt all diſpute 
that they infallibly foreknew the time of Men 's 
death, the difficulty is, whence they had this know- 
ledge. It cannot be ſuppoſed that either Gop him- 
ſelf or his Angels diſcovered this to theſe Spirits 
of darkneſs, For the ſecrets of the Loxd are wh 
thoſe that fear him, not with his enemies, Pſalm Xxv, 
14. They muſt therefore have this knowledge from 
the poſition of the Stars at the time of Birth, and 
their influence, which they perfectly underſtand 
beyond. what mortal Men can do. We have a 
conſtant proof of this in the Corps Candles, whoſe 
appearance is an infallible ſign that Death will follow, 
and they never fail going the way that the Corps 
will go to be buried, be the way ever ſo unlikely 
that it ſhould go through. But to give ſome In. 
ſtances in Aberyſtruth Pariſh, 


- 
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Ir was told me that Mr. Howel Proſſer Curate 
of Abery/truth ſeeing a Funeral going down the Church 
lane, late in the evening, towards the Church, ima- 
gined it was the Body of a Man from the upper end 
of the Pariſh towards Brecon-ſhire, whom he heard 
before was ſick; and thought was now dead; and 
going to be buried; put on his Band in order to go 
to perform the burial office; and haſtened to go to 
meet the burial: and when he came to it, ſaw a 
people he did not know, of which he took no notice, 
as they came from the borders of Brecon-ſhire, But 
putting his hand to the Bier to help to carry the 
Corps, in a moment all vaniſhed; and to his very 
great furprize and aſtoniſhment, there was nothing 
in his hand but the Skull of a dead Horſe. Mr. 
Profler was my School Maſter and a right honeſt Man, 
of the beſt of Morals, but being a lad at School J 
did not venture to aſk him about this thing, I did 
not hear the ſtory much repeated, becauſe, it may 
be, hedid not chuſe, upon ſecond thoughts, to divulge 
it to many; becauſe it was a deceptio-viſus, and 
tended to ridicule. Some have doubted whether 
he was the perſon to whom it ſo happened, and that it 
might be another Curate ; but I never met with any 
who doubted the reality of the thing, at ſome time or 
other ; to ſome Curate in the Pariſh. In former 
times ſeveral have ſeen the likeneſs of human Skulls 
carrying the Corps Candles, which may be ſome con- 
firmation of the truth of this extraordinary thing, 


Bur the following is a more certain Inſtance, 


Isaac William Thomas, who lived not far from 
thence, being at one time at Havodavel, and ſeeing, 
as it appeared to him, a Funeral coming down the 
Mountain; as it were to go towards Aberbeeg, or 

-K Lan- 
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Lanhithel Church. He ſtood in a Field by a wall 
which was between him and the high-way leading 
to Aberbeeg. When the Funeral, which came cloſe to 
the fide of the wall, was come juſt over againſt 
him, he reached his hand and took oft the black 
vail which was over the Bier, and carried it home 
with him. It was made of ſome exceeding fine 


Stuff, ſo that when folded it was a very little ſub- 
ſtance, and very light. He told this to ſeveral. 


I knew the Man myſelf, and in my youthful days 
converſed with him ſeveral times, I wiſh I had 
ſpoken with him after this had happened ; and had 
aſked many particular queſtions about it ; to have 2 
more particular knowledge of this extraordinary ſu- 
pernatural affair, which related to ſome diſembodied 
Spirits of Eternity; but the opportunity for this, in 
this world, as many others of this nature, is loſt for 
ever: but the light of Eternity will ſhew Myriads 
of Myriads of things which we cannot know here, 
nor are fit to know; and which we ſhall there cer- 
tainly and infallibly know, without error, as they ate, 
and no otherwiſe, 


Ir may be, ſome may wonder how he eſcaped from 
hurt after doing this; for it was often found by 
ſad experience that the Fairies were eaſily offended, 
and, like the Spirits of Hell, very implacable in their 
reſentments, hurting many in thoſe days of Igno- 
rance, and want of Faith in Gop. But they were 


willing he ſhould do it, elſe they would not have 


come ſo near to him. But for what reaſon they 
came ſo near, cannot be known in this preſent life. 


* T though they appeared often in the form 
of Funerals, and of dancing companies, and when 


they danced they chiefly, if not always, appeared 


like 
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like Children, and not as grown Men. But they 
appeared in many other ways too tedious to num- 
ber. Edmund Daniel of the Arail, an honeſt Man, 
and a conſtant ſpeaker of truth, and of much obſerva- 
tion, told me, that he often ſaw them after Sun ſet, 
crofling the Keven Bach, from the Valley of the Church, 
towards Havodavel ; and that before any falling out 
in the Pariſh, they paſſed on, leaping and friſking in 
the Air, making apath in the Air, much of this form. 


NCC 


Or the truth of this obſervation I ſaw a notable 
verification ; for the laſt time he ſpoke to me about 
it, he told me before hand, that ſome miſchievous 
contention would come to paſs in the Pariſh, and 
that it was not far off, and he told me alſo where 
he thought it would be, The thing indeed unhap- 
pily came to paſs, but.not where he thought it would 
be, but in another place, and among another people, 
which ſhews that he did not ſpeak cunningly to 
gain applauſe, of his foreknowledge of things to 
come, He was indeed above that meaneſs, and never 
apprehended to be a lying guileful Man, by any who 
knew him: He was a diſcerning Man, and made 
conſcience of telling the truth, 


IF any think I am too credulous in theſe relations, 
and ſpeak of things, of which I myſelf have had no 
experience, I muſt let them know they are miſtaken ; 
For when a very young Boy, going with my Aunt 
Eliz. Roger, my Mother's Siſter, in the day time, 
ſomewhat early in the Morning, but after Sun 
riſing, from Havedave! towards my fath er's Houſe, 
at Pen y Lluyn. At the end of the upper Field 
of Kae yr Keven, by the way ſide wt ich we were 

K 2 paſſing 


* 
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paſſing, I ſaw the likeneſs of a ſheep-fold with the 
door towards the South; and over the door, inſtead 
of a lintel, the reſemblance of a dried branch of a 
Tree, I think of a Hazel Tree; And within the fold 
a company of many people, Some fitting down, 
and ſome going in, and coming out, bowing their 
heads as they paſſed under the branch. It ſeemed 
to me as if they had been lately dancing, and 
that there was a Muſician among them, Among 
the reſt, over againſt the door, I well remember 
the reſemblance of a fair woman with a high crown. 
Hat, and a red Jacket, who made a better appearance 
_ than the reſt, and whom I think they ſeemed to 
honour, I {till have a pretty clear idea of her white 
Face, and well formed countenance ; The men 
wore white Cravats; and I always think they were 
the perfect reſemblance of perſons who lived in the 
world before my time; For there is a reſemblance 
of their form and countenances till remaining in my 
mind, I wondered at my Aunt going before me, 
that ſhe did not look towards them, and we going ſo 
near them. As for me, I was loath to ſpeak until 
I had paſſed them ſome way, and then told my Aunt 
what I had ſeen, at which ſhe wondered, and ſaid, 
« T dreamed. However ſhe came to believe me, 
and told my mother of it when we came home, It 
was ſometime, before I could be perſuaded that there 
was no fold in that place. There is indeed the ruins 
of ſome ſmall Editice in that place, moſt likely a fold, 
bur ſo old that the ſtones are ſwallowed up, and almoſt 
wholly cruſted over with earth and graſs, But it is a 
pleaſant dry part of the Mountain, 


THE Fairies ſeem not to delight in open plain 
grounds of any kind, far from ſtones and wood, nor 
in watery, but in dry grounds, not far from Trees and 

Hedges, 
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Hedges, and the ſhade of grown Trees, the Hazel 
and the Oak, the female Oak eſpecially; as being 
more branched and ſhading, where the ground is 
dry, even and clear from brakes and buſhes about 
them. Of all the places in the Pariſh of Abery/truth, 
they moſt frequently appeared at Havodavel, and 
Keven Bach, which are dry lightſome pleaſant places. 
Doth not this correſpond ſomething with our Savi- 
our's ſaying, who perfectly underſtands even Hell 
itſelf, of the unclean ſpirits, that they walked in dry 
places, when ejected out of the ſouls of Men? 
Math. xii. 43. II ben the unclean ſpirit is gone out of 
@ Man, he walketh through dry places, 220 ng reſt, 
and findeth none. | 


BuT they often alſo came into Men's Houſes, 
into ſome particular Houſes more than others, eſpe- 
cially in tempeſtuous bad weather : for though I 
cannot think that the weather can eſſentially affect 
diſembodied ſpirits, or that they can feel Heat or 
Cold, Wind or Rain, yet bad weather makes the 
place of their rendevous leſs pleaſant, or more diſmal 
and diſagreeable. And the poor ignorant people, for 
fear of them, made them welcome by providing clean 
Water in the Houſe ; taking care that no Knife was 
near the Fire, or other Iron inſtruments, ſuch as 
they knew were offenſive to them, were left in the 
corner near the Fire; for want of which care many 
were hurt by them: and for cutting down the 
female Oaks, ſome even unto death; altho' now, 
and ſince the preaching of the Goſpel, and Men 
are come to have more faith in Gop, the feinale Oak 
and all forts of Trees, are cut down without any _ 
hurt. Some were afraid in thoſe times of ignorance 
and ſuperſtition, and want of faith in Gop, to enter 
their Gardens by night; there were few that had 
faith to oppoſe thoſe ſpirits of darkneſs, - | Navy 
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Nay ſome were ſo ignorant as to think them at 
leaft for ſome time, and before they had more know- 
ledge and experience of them, to be ſome happy 
ſpirits, becauſe they had muſick, and dancing among 
them; and called them by the odd name of BENDITR 
EU MAMMAU, i. e. their Mother's bleſſing, in Mon- 
mouth ſhire; but in other parts of Wales they are 
called R T YLWYTH TEG YN Y Cop, i. e. the Fair 
Family or Folks in the Wood, becauſe they were ſeldom 
or never ſeen far from the Wood, eſpecially from 
the female Oak; likely for the ſake of the Paganiſm 
of the antient b which filled Hell with ſubjects 

to Satan, which they greatly practiſed, eſpecially 
Vo the Female Oak ; which, for that reaſon then 
was, as ſtill is called, yk BRENHIN-BREN, i, e. the 


King Oak tree, 
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REVNOLD William, a ſober pious Man of my 
acquaintance, for I was born, and lived a long time 
in Abery/truth Pariſh, declared that when he was a 
young man working in a field, and had lain down 
to reſt with his face downward, he heard a great 
talking coming towards him, He knew what they 
were, and did not riſe up, hoping they would paſs 
by him; but when they came to him they ſtood, 
and, after their uſual manner, began to diſpute about 
hurting him, and where it ſhould be done, He lay 
ſtill until he heard one of them ſaying, the Majority 
conſenting to it, "Thruſt him in his Leg; ” and 
then he ſtarted up, and ſaw nothing. Had he lain 
down ſtill, he would have been hurt, and cured 
with difficulty ; but his ſtarting up prevented it. 
Many were hurt by going inadvertently where 
they were, when they had little or no occaſion to 
go that way, At other times they ſuffered perſons 
to paſs thro' them unhurt, | 
THERE 
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TazRE were two brothers in one Houſe in Koame 
K:lin. And one night one of them lay in the 
Chamber below, and his brother above Stairs, 
ſometime in the night he who lay above Stairs 
became very thirſty, and roſe up, to come down 
for Drink. When his brother heard him coming 
down Stairs, he ſaid to him. “ Be cautious, for the 
Houſe is full of them; The other being a Man 
of courage anſwered, ** I don't care who 1s here, I 
will have Drink, ” and his brother, from the Cham- 
ber, ſaw the dancing Fairies opening to give him 
Way, both to go and return, - 


Bur they often attempted, and ſometimes, pre- 
vailed to change the children while the parents ſlept, 
leaving in their ſtead ſuch as were of no growth, 
good appearance, or ſenſe. Dazzy the wife of Abel 
Malter of Ebwy vawr, before mentioned, nurſing a 
child for another. One night when her huſband 
was abſent, when ſhe awaked in bed found the child 
gone from her, and raiſed up upon the boards above 
the bed; but the ſpirit, or ſpirits could not go with 
it any farther, Jennet Franciſs, in the ſame Valley 
of Ebuy-vator, told me, that ſomething, for ſhe ſaw 
nothing, endeavoured very ſenſibly to take away her 
Infant ſon, Thomas, from her arms in bed, but as 
ſhe worded it. Gor and me were to hard for 
him. ” Her Son is now alive and a famous preacher 
of the Goſpel. But theſe evil ſpirits of eternity, 
unhappily prevailed to change a Son of Edmund Fohr 
William, of the Church Valley to the great trouble of 
his parents, leaving an Ideot in his ſtead. He lived 
longer than ſuch children uſed to live, till he was, I 
think ten or twelve years of age, I ſaw him myſelf, 
There was ſomething diabolical in his aſpect, but 
more of this in his motion and voice; For his motions 

X were 
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were mad, and he made very diſagreeable ſcreaming 
ſounds, which frightened ſome ſtrangers who paſſed 
by; but I remember not to have heard of any other 
hurt he did. His complexion was a dark tawny . 
colour. I heard of no changeling in Abery/truth 
Pariſh beſides, 


Traxy ſometimes took Men in the night and 
carried them inſenſibly into other places. Some 
times very far; of which take the following inſtance. 
Henry Edmund of Havadavel having been with 
the before mentioned Charles Hugh, of Coed y Pame, 
the ſaid Charles Hugh, came with him as far as 
Lanhithel, and perſuaded him to ſtay with him, at 
Lanhithel that night, which Henry Edmund would 
not agree to; but choſe to go home ; upon which 
Charles Hugh told him he had better ſtay with him, 
and not go farther, He went, but was taken up on 
the way, and carried ſo far as the Town of Landovery 
in Carmarthen-ſhire, which he well knew, and called 
at a Publick-houſe where he had been before, and 
the people earneſtly perſuaded him to ſtay with 
them; to which he would not comply, and going 
out into the ſtreet he was taken up again, and carri- 
ed back to Lanhithel next morning, where he met 
with Charles Hugh, who ſaluted him with ſaying 
Did not I tell you, you had better ſtay with me?“ 


ANOTHER inſtance is this, Mr. Edmund Miles of 
Ty yn yr lluyn in Ebwy-vawr, and ſome young Men 
of the neighbourhood, going with him a hunting, to 
 Langattock Crickowel, in Brecon-ſhire ; Mr, Miles hav- 
ing, beſides two or three Eſtates in Ebwy-vawr Vallay, 
an Eſtate in thoſe parts. Among others a brother of 
mine went with him, Mr. Miles being my father's 
Landlord: After hunting a great part of the day, and 
they 
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they had ſat down to reſt, when they were conclud- 
ing to return home, up ſtarted a Hare juſt by them. 
After which the Hounds ran, and they, after the 
Hounds. After the Hare had given them a long 
chace, the Hounds followed it to the Cellar-window 
of Richard the Tailor, who kept the Publick-houſe 
in the Village of Langattoch, and challenged the 
Hare at the Cellar-window : that Village at that time 
being very infamous for Witches in all the Country 
round, and this Man among the reſt was believed to 
be one, and one who reſorted to the company of 
the Fairies. This begat a ſuſpicion in the company 
that he was the Hare which had played them that 
trick; to make it too late for them to return home, 
that they might ſtay to ſpend Money at his Houſe 
that night. It being now too late to return home, 
and being weary, they did ſtay there, But they were 
very free in their ſuſpicions and reflections upon him. 
Mr. Miles who was a ſober wiſe Gentleman, altho' 
of few words, was not without his ſuſpicion, with 
the reſt, though he perſuaded them to ſpeak leſs. 
And when my brother, ſome time in the night, 
wanted to goout to make water, Mr. Miles, and 
others with him, diſſuaded him from going out, but 
to do it in the houſe ; which he diſdaining to do, 
ventured to go out; but did not return; which 
after waiting a while, the company became uneaſy, 
and very ſtormy, and abuſive in Language to the 
Man of the Houſe; threatning to burn the Houſe 
if my Brother did not return, and ſo troubleſome 
they were, that the Man and his Wife left the 
Room, and went to bed. The company were ſtill 
waiting, and expecting his return, and flept little, 
Next morning, not very eatly, he came to them, 
They were exceeding glad to ſee him, tho' he appear- 
ed like one who had been drawn thro* Thorns, 
ig and 
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and Briars, with his Hair diſotdered and looking 
bad, who was naturally a ſtout Man, and of a 
good healthy complexion, I hey were very curious 
to know where he had been, and what had happened 
to him, He told them he had been traveling all 
night in unknown, rough ways, and did not know 
where he was, until early that day, he ſaw himſelf 
at Twyn Gwnlliw, near the entrance into Newport 
Town, where he helped a Man, from Riſga, to raiſe 
a load of Coal which had fallen from his Horſe. 
Suddenly after he became inſenſible, and was brought 
back into the place from whence he had been taken, 
In a few hours therefore he muſt have been carried, 
by theſe infernal ſpirits thro' the Air, more than 
twenty Miles, for ſo long the way is from Newport 
to Langattock Village. Let none ſay that this was 
impoſſible, or unlikely, ſince the Devil is ſaid in 
Scripture Math. iv. 5, 6. to carry the Son of Gop 
thro' the Air to the Pinnacle of the Temple, 
when he tempted him to deſtroy himſelf ; our Saviour 
ſuffering it, that he might be an experimental ſym- 
pathiſer, and deliverer of thoſe who are tempted ; as 
many are, with this kind of deſtructive temptation. 


THe above relation, not very long ago, I had from 
the mouth of the Revd. Mr. Thomas Lewis, who then 
was one of the company. This notable turn came 
to paſs about the year 1733. And ſo it was long 
kept from my knowledge, and the knowledge of my 
Father and Mother, It ſeems he had deſired the 
company to keep it ſecret, ſo that it was not told me 
till many years after his death. After this he became 
ſober and penitent, eſpecially after the death of my 
Father and Mother, who before was a ſtranger to 
the life of godlineſs, and lived badly: only he had 
ſome natural virtues, and had a reſpec for people 
whom he thought to be truly religious and ſincere, 

| Bur 
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Bur ſome may aſk, to what purpoſe are things of 
this nature related, and what good end can it ſerve ? 
I anſwer, | 


THAT having taken upon me to give a full ac- 
count of this Pariſh, I could not properly avoid 
giving ſome account of theſe extraordinary things, 
which really came to paſs in it, and of which thoſe 
perſons, who knew of them, would expect to hear, 
and would blame the omiſſion of them. I alſo 
reaſonably apprehend that a well atteſted relation of 
Apparitions and Agencies of ſpirits in the World, is 
a great means, perhaps the moſt effectual of any 
external means, to prevent the capital Infidelities 
of Atheiſm and Sadduciſm ; which get much ground 
in ſome Countries: for in Wales where ſuch things 
have often happened, and ſometimes ſtill do in ſome 
places, tho' bur ſeldom, now we ſcarce mext with 
any who queſtion the being and Apparition of ſpirits, 
Wales indeed is in general happily free from this 
capital Infidelity, of bad tendency towards Atheijin ; 
tho' it is to be wiſhed that thoſe who are free from 
this Infidelity, ſtood more in awe of the world to 
come, not far off; and made a greater preparation 
for Eternity. Many indeed of the Gentry, and ſome 
others in imitation of them, here in Wales, as well 
as in England, affe& to diſbelieve, diſpute againſt, 
and ridicule the account of Apparitions and Agencies 
of evil ſpirits in the world ; as if Satan walked to 
and fro in the World, and did nothing; tho” the 
Scripture ſhews otherwiſe, ob Chap. 1 and 2, 
1 Kings xxii. 1 Pet. v. 8, 9. I have ſeen ſome who 
would hardly believe ſuch things, which yet they 
heard from many, till by ſenſible experience” they 
were oblig'd to believe. Among, others I met with 


ene, and he a Man of probity and great ſenſe, who 
L 2 indeed 
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indeed queſtioned not the being of ſpirits, good and 
bad, in the World, but would hardly believe that 
they appeared, or at leaſt that it was but ſeldom. 
But ſome time after he was by very ſenſible experi- 
ence convinced, and own'd his miſtake, Is it rea- 


ſonable that ſuch as have had no experience of theſe 


things, and ſpeak againſt them, ſhould be believed 
againſt the many that have ? and they alſo Men of 
ſenſe and probity? No: it is unreaſonable, unjuſt, 


injurious, and fooliſh, The Scriptures, both of the 


old and new Teſtament, do ſpeak of Apparitions of 
ſpirits, both good and bad, from Heaven and from 
Hell, and do declare that the Devil is the father of 
the wicked John viii. 44. Ve are of your father the Devil, 
and his luſts ye will do. That he is the God of this 
World, 2 Cor. iv. 4. That he is the adverſary and 
tempter of the Saints, and walketh about to do 
miſchief, But can he be a Father that never appears 
to his Children? A King that never appears to any 


of his ſubjects? An adverſary that always walketk 


about to do miſchief, and doth miſchief, and yet is 
always Inviſible ? How unjuſt, unreaſonable, fooliſh, 
and impious therefore is that kind of unbelief which 
will not believe the Gop of truth, and the teſtimo- 
nies of Men, without number, in all ages of the 
World ? | 

Bor the Apparitions of the Fairies, and of other 
ſpirits of Hell (for our Saviour who perfectly knows 
Hell, intimates that there are different ſorts of them, 
Mark ix. 29. And he ſaid unto them, This kind can 


come forth by nothing, but by prayer and faſting) have 


very much ceaſed in Wales, ſince. the light of the 
Goſpel ; and religion hath ſo much prevailed ; accor- 
ding as was foretold by the admirable Mr. Morgan 
Lloyd of Vrexbam, who in one of his Books, which 


he wrote about the middle of the laſt Century, hath this 
expreſhon. 
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expreſſion concerning the Fairies. The day dawn- 
eth, and the Worms of darkneſs will hide; “ 
And of the accompliſhment of this prophecy, Mr. 
Charles Edwards ſpeaks in his Hiſtory of the Faith in 
Welſh, which he printed in the year 1676, In the 
fourth edition of, which very excellent Book, not 
ſufficiently attended to, andeſteemed, page 269, and 
170, he hath theſe words. For as formerly the 
Goſpel filenc'd the voices, and hindered the actings 
of Devils, ſo now ſince the late Reformation, and 
Repairing of the Faith, thoſe familiar Devils, the 
Fairies, are not ſo bold as in the time of Popery, 
when they appeared in viſible Companies, to deceive 
people into Familiarity with them, A ſign that it 
is become a Goſpel day when the Worms of darkneſs 
do hide,” 


Bur ſome perſons may deſire to know, why theſe 
Fairies have appeared in Wales more than in ſome 
other Countries? to which I anſwer, that I can 
give no other reaſon. but this, that having loſt the 
light of the true religion in the Eighth and Ninth 
Centuries of Chriſtianity, and received Popery in 
its ſtead, it became dark night upon them; and 
then theſe ſpirits of darkneſs became more bold and 
Intruding ; and the people, as I faid, before in their 
great ignorance ſeeing them like a company of Child- 
dren in dry clean places, dancing and having muſick 
among them, thought them to be ſome happy Beings; 
as appears from the names given them'; namely 
Mother's bleſſing, and Fair folks of the wood, made 
them welcome in their houſes, and as faith the 
Prophet Jai. xxviii. 18. made a covenant with Hel]; 
which was diſannulled by the light and grace of 
the Goſpel, Mr. Edwards faith, that the Welfh 


entered into familiarity with the Fairies in the time of 
Henry 


Rk A. 
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Henry the fourth, page 223 of the before mentioned 
Book; and very likely the evil then increaſed; the ſevere 
laws of that Prince, enjoining among other things that 
they were not to bring up their Children'to learning, 
&c, by which a total darkneſs came upon them, with- 
out any light; which cruel laws were occafioned by the 
rebelion of Owen Glandwr, and th: Welſh which joined 
with him; fooliſhly thinking to ſhake off the Saxon 
Yoke, before they had repented of their ſins; in 
which they had continued from the time of the 
faithful Gildas, who had told them of their ſins, 
and in vain warned them to repent, But this evil 
had begun before, when the darkneſs of Popery firſt 
commenc'd. We ought therefore to bleſs the Loxy 
for the Goſpel day of light and liberty, which, 
together with other greater bleſſings hath greatly 
leſſened, tho” not quite annihilated theſe helliſh ap- 


pearances. 


Tux Inhabitants of the Earth have for the moſt part 
but a ſlight knowledge of Eternity, and the faith and 
conſideration of it anſwerably weak, and of little effect 
in the far greateſt part of Men. And therefore any 
thing tending to help the faith of this great and 
important ſubject, the reality of Eternity ought to be 
eſteemed and made uſe of, And it is not eaſy to ſay 
what is more proper and effectual for this end, than 
the real ſenſible Apparitions of ſpirits, good and 
bad, who are the ſubjects of Eternity; and prove 
its reality, Every truth may be of uſe, whether it 
comes from Heaven or from Hell. And this kind 
of truth hath been of very great uſe in this Country ; 
to prevent a doubt of Eternity and of the world 
to ccme; why then ſhould not the account of 
Apparitions, and the Agencies of ſpirits have ſome 


place in Chriſtian converſation, and writings ? 
BesIDEs, 
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Bes1DEs, ſeeing the Apparitions, and the Malevo- 
lent Agencies of evil ſpirits in Wales, are very much 
ceaſed ſince the preaching of the Goſpel, and the 
ſpreading of the knowledge of GoD ; who then cannot 
ſee, that deſires to ſee, that this makes for the honour 
of Gop and his word, the comfort of the Inhabi- 
tants ; and a farther encouragement, and engage- 
ment to them to mind the word of the Lorp, and 
to live according to it? This good we have from 
this evil, and it is not little, And the good alſo of 
having this evil leſſened, farther appears from the 
perfect averſion of theſe Fairies to the name of Gon 
and every ſpiritual good, and is eaſily collected from 
the manner of their appearances, and actings in 
former times, 


Tusk are the good Effects ariſing from it; and 
I will aſk no man's pardon for this account of 
Apparitions in the Pariſh of Aberyſtruth; tho! it is 
the only thing in this writing which, in reſpect of 
ſome people, needs an appology; for why ſhould 
the ſons of infidelity be gratified, whoſe notions 
tend to weaken the important belief of Eternity ? 
to diſſipate religion, and to baniſh it out of the 
World ? 


XV To ſpeak of Religion both in the Times paft 
and preſent, and to give brief Memoirs of ſome 
Notable religious Perſons, who lived in Abery/truth 


Pariſh. 


Wuevw primitive Chriſtianity came into this part 
of the world, we now have no certainty, but only a 
wide gueſs and an uncertain probability, That it 
came here in one or other of the firſt ages of Chriſt- 
ianity, there is ſome great probability, tho“ no aſſu- 

rance, 
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rance. The greateſt light we have in this matter is, 
a reaſon we have to think that the Apoſtle Paul, 

about the year 68 after CHRIST, at the requeſt of the 
Britiſh Lady Claudia Rufina, mentioned in 2 Tim, iv, 
21, came into this Iſland and planted Chriſtianity in 
the Weſt of England, from whence it ſpread Eaſt- 
ward and Northward into all parts of the Iſland ; 

even into ſuch parts of it as Tertullian, who wrote about 
the end of the 2d. Century, informs us were beyond the 
reach of the Roman conqueſts ; which is juſtly ſup- 
poſed to be the North of Scotland, then called 


Caledonia, now the High- ands. And it is reaſonable 


to ſuppoſe that the lower part of the Iſland received 
it much ſooner, even in the latter end of the firſt 
Century, in which time it ſpread much ; but much 
mote in the next Century; in which time lived King 
Lucius, who, together with his ſubjects became 
Ctriſtians towards the end of the ſecond Century 
after CuRIST. It ſpread alſo Northward, But when 


it came into Wales we know not, nor where it 


came firſt into it, but have the greateſt reaſon. to 


think that it came firſt into the City of Caerlion, 
where was a Roman Legion of Soldiers to civilize 
the Britains, and to keep them in ſubjection. And 
from thence it might come into Lanhithel and Aberyſ- 
truth, about the time that the Italiorum Caſtle was 
built, to awe the Inhabitants of the mountainous 
parts of ent- land; which could not be built before 
the Roman Legion was placed at Caerlton, yet very 
likely the Caſtle was built not long after; there 
being a neceſſity of it, to keep the wild Inhabitants 
of the Mountains in awe, and to civilize them. It 
is a ſign alſo, that they were numerous and ſtrong, 
elſe no need of building a Caſtle of deffence againſt 
them, and to keep them in ſubjection; and it is 


tac only Caſtle that was built in the Mountainous 


part 


P A R I 8 H. 89 
. of Mint-land, now called Monmouth. ſhire. 
The Roman Garriſons much helped the propagation 
of the Chriſtian religion, as they civiliz'd the barba- 
rous Nations whom they conquered ; and that none 
were to be injured in their perſons or properties 
among them, who did not break their Laws, and 
blaſpheme their Gods; as we may ſee in the Ads of 
the Apoſtles Chap. xix, xxi. and xxii, xxiii. but that 
which much more did help the ſpread of Chriſtianity 
was, that it made its entrance among the Roman 
Soldiery themſelves, plainly aſſerted in the Apology 
for the Chriſtians which Terrullian wrote about the 
year 200 after CHRIST to the Emperor Severus; 
wherein he tells him, that the Chriſtians were in the 
Roman Cities, Caſtles, Camps, &c, Likely were ſo 
in Britain, in Caerlion in Lanhithel Caſtle, 


I have heard that there was a place of worſhip in 
Lanhithel Caſtle long before the Church was built, 
which Church yet was ſaid to be one of the moi? 
ancient Churches in the Biſhoprick of Landaff; and 
it was ſome time within this Century that it became 
ſubject to Landaff, But when this ancient Church 
was built, and when this more ancient place of 
worſhip was built, from whence Chriſtianity might 
paſs into the Land of Abery/truth, we know not; only 
it muſt chiefly prevail between the ſettling of the 
Romans at Caerlion, and the departure from Britain, 
in the beginning. of the fifth Century. Several things 
concur to make me think that the Chriſtian religion 
came into theſe parts ſome-time in *the Second Cen- 
tury, though we have very little from Antiquity to 
ſhew this, beſides what I have ſhewed already; yet 
ſomething there is, tho' it be only names of places, 
| as NANT YR LLAN, i. e. the Fountain of the Church, in 
the North ſide of the Pariſh of Lanhithel, very near 

| 2 Mer- 
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Aberyſtruth Pariſh. As there are no Stone-ruins of a 
Church in that Koome, if there was a Church there, and 
we have no reaſon to think there was not, why 
elſe ſhould the name be given ? It muſt be a Church 
of Poſts, Branches and Wattles, and thatched with 
Broom, ſuch as we read the ancient Britains places 
| | of worſhip were before the building of Churches with 
Stone and Timber; which begun to be built in 
Britain in the time of Conſtantine the great, in the 
fourth Century after CuRIS H. The former kind of 
Churches were often moveable, and their places in 
time became unknown, which might be the caſe of 
the Church in Koome Nant yr Llan. The other place 
which gives ſome intimation of religion, in the bot- 
tom of Abery/lruth Land, is NAN T YR GROEs, i, e. 
the Fountain of the Croſs, which divides between Aber- 
Mruth and Lanhithel, But this goes no farther back 
than the fiſth Century, when the Croſs came greatly 
to be honoured ; and the name therefore a ſign of 
Chriſtianity, in theſe parts, for the name was given 
not without reaſon, How it ſpread and how it 
proſpered, before the darkneſs of Popery prevailed 
over the little remnant of light which they had be- 
fore, increaſed the darkneſs and turned the day into 
night, after Popery came into the Biſhoprick of 
Landaff in the time, and by the influence of Dun/tan | 
Arch-biſhop of Canterbury when the Biſhoprick be- 
came ſubject to the Popiſh See of Canterbury, we 
know not: only we know, that ſome Popiſh ſuperſti. 
tions had before made entrance into Gwent-land, eſpe- 
cially in the Eaſt and South ſides, more than in the 
- Hilly parts of it; tho' even there they lived nearly 
in the utmoſt ignorance, but leſs zealous in the 
way of ſuperſtition : whoever reads Goodwin's Cata- 
logue, of the Biſhops of Landaff, will ſee that long 
before that Arch-biſhop's time, there is little to be 
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ſeen in his account but ignorance and proſaneneſs; 
which was by no means leſſened by the increaſe of 
But it deſerves. to be remarked that Popery 
firſt entered into, and chiefly prevailed, in the Eaſt 
fide of the River Uſe, and of the County next to Eng- 
land, apparent from this, that the Churches dedicated 
to St Mary and St Michael are moſt of them on 
the Eaſt ſide next to England. From England Po- 
pery came into Wales, as on the other hand, the 
bleſſed Reformation from it alſo came into Wales. 


From this time until the Reformation the Welſh 
nation dwelt in darkneſs and ſaw no light, and It 
was indeed a long Winter night of darkneſs ; but a 
juſt puniſhment upon them for abuſing the light 
when they had it, The Reformation ſomewhat began 
in King Henry the Eighth's time when the Bible 
was tranſlated into Engliſh, but this favour could 
only reach ſuch of the Welſh as underſtood Engliſh, 
and could read the Bible, which, it may be, were 
not many. And this favour in King Henry's. time 
was pretty ſoon recalled, In this condition they 
remained for the moſt part all the reign of Edward 
the ſixth, and of the Popiſh Queen Mary, in all 
which time the Bible was not tranſlated into Welſh, 
which is the reaſon why ſo few ſuffered Martyrdom 
in Queen Mary's time in Wales; only three ſuffered 
who underſtood Engliſh, and could read the Engliſh 
Bible. It is true ſome ſmall detached portions of 
Scripture: were tranſlated and printed in King Ed- 
ward's days, which ſmall as they were, like the dawn- 
ing of the day promiſed more light to follow ; and 
in the next reign, until the whole Bible ſhould be 
printed, the Welſh Clergy were commanded to read 
the Epiſtles and Goſpels, the Loxp's prayer, and 
the Articles of the Faith to the people in that Lan- 
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guage. The Heavenly ſound, and novelty of which, 
might at firſt affect, and prepare them to receive a 
greater light, But the New Teſtament was not 
printed until the Ninth year of Queen Elizabeth, 
or the year of our LoRD 1567. But tho' this was an 
invaluable mercy, as far as it went, and a great increaſe 
of light, the better half of the Bible being printed; 
which doubtleſs did good to ſome : yet the numbers 


priated were not many, 


ABouT twenty years s after, i in the memorable year 
1588, the whole Bible was printed in Welſh in Folio; 
And Seventy years after, in 1620, another and a better 
impreſſion of the Bible came out in Folio, but they 
were only for the uſe of the Churches; and perhaps 
both impreſſions hardly enough for the Churches 
and Chapels in all Wales, tho' they were an increa- 
ſing help. I ſaw a black lettered Bible of the firſt 
impreſſion in the Church of Aberyſtrutb. But an 
Octavo Welſh Bible convenient for the uſe of 
the Laity was not printed until the reign of King 
Charles the firſt, in the year 1630; which was an 
exceeding great bleſſing, and was a great help and 
preparation to the people to underſtand the preach- 
ing, which more abundantly obtained after the ceaſing 
of the civil War, the noiſe of which hindered people 
from heacjng the ſtill voice of the Goſpel, which 
ſucceeded ſoon after, and did great good. But the 
greateſt mercy to the Welſh nation was an act of 
Parliament made, in the ycar 1653, in which was 
appointed a Salary of fifty or ſixty Pounds, for ſuch 
Miniſters in Wales as were known to be learned, 
pious, and ſkilful in the word of righteouſneſs, and 
had the gift of popularity, and were zealous and 
willing to travel about to inſtruct the ignorant, and 
to do good, 

Ax n 
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Now was Wales greatly enlightened, and many 
were converted unto Gop, by the preaching. of 
many of thoſe Miniſters, who after the manner 
of our Saviour went about doing good. Among 
other places the Pariſh of Aberyſtruth was viſited by 
ſeveral Eminent preachers : By Meſlts, Walter Cra- 
dock, Jenkin Jones, Morgan Lloyd, Vavaſor 
Powel, Ambroſe Moſton, Henry Maurice, Anthony 
Thomas, &c. And the Hand of the Lord was with 
them, and they turned many unto the Lon v. But 
others made reſiſtance, and would not ſuffer theſe 
worthy Men to preach in the Pariſh Church; only 
once, I chink, the famous mighty Preacher Mr. 
Vavaſor Powel, was admitted to preach in it; and 
his labour was not in vain :' Yet many of the Inhabi- 
tans, if not the majority, ſtood on the ſide of igno- 
rance and profaneneſs, and would not admit theſe 
Men to preach in the Church, and made great 
oppoſition ; for when Mr. Ambroſe Moſton, a Gen- 
tleman from North-Wales, of whom ſome account 
is given in Dr. Calamy's account of the Ejected 
Miniſters, thought to preach in it, he was refuſed 
entrance into it; and therefore ſtood on the Stile of 
the Churdhi-yurd; the North ſide of it; opened the 
Bible and took for his Text John v. 25. Verily, 
Virih, I ſuy unto you, The hour is coming, and now is, 
when the dead ſhall hear the Voice of the Sem of God: and 
they that hear ſhall live. Upon which ſome of them, 
one Family above the reft, began to be exceeding 
rude; ſaying to him: „We knew that before we 
ſaw thee, » and took down ſome dead Hedge-hogs, 
which were hung in the Yew trees, which they threw 
upon him with horrid laughter and ſport; which 
cauſed him, to the ſorrow of others of the hearers, 
to ſhut the Book, and to go together with his 
Company to Kellti-yr Kreeg in the Valley of Tilery 
422 8 to 
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| to preach, where he was heard in quiet and reſpect. 


As he was going away from the Church-yard, 


Catherine Price, of Klun Mawr. in the lower end of 


the Valley, turned towards the perſecutors, and told 
them weeping : It is like you have refuſed "what 
will never be offered you again. It was a very 
ſpiteful dangerous way of ufing à true Miniſter of 
Jasus Carisr, which in- all likelihood the Lonn 
reſented, for divers Branches of that family, which 
then was a flouriſhing Family, are now manifeſtly 
on the decay in the World. In the courſe of time 
many are the inſtances of Gop's diſpleaſure againſt 
the oppoſers of the Goſpel of CHRIST, who ſpite- 
fully uſe his ſervants; not minding him who hath 
ſaid Pſalm cv. 15. Touch not mine anointed, and do 
my prophets no harm, And Luke x. 16. He that 


 heoret!) you, heareth me; and he that deſpiſeth you, deſ+ 


piſath me; and he that ach me, Aer bim that 


\ 


WHAT effect the 1 of whe Bible and the 
Common prayer, &c. had upon the people of Aber- 
3/4ruth, in preceeding times We know not; yet think 
it v2it to hope it had ſome good effect; for the 
(30D of metey uſes to bleſs ſmall means. where 


greater means of good are wanting; but for want 
. of, preaching. and of more Schools the Reformation 


made but a poor progreſs; And what progteſs it 
bad made was miſerably: deſtroyed, by. the Book of 
ſparts, wickedly ſent forth by the profane orders 
of James the fuft, and Charles the firſt; and their 
Biſhops, and high Church parliaments. The deſign 
of the Book of ſports was, to prevent afternoon 
preachinz,.and one would think it was to deſtroy 
the good effect of forenoon- preaching; and there- 
fore a deſign againſt the Goſpel, It was, no leſs 
| than 
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than a command to break the Loxp's Day, directly 
oppoſite to the command of Gon delivered at Mount 
Sinai; which the Miniſter in the Morning did read 
to the people, and they anſwered him: Loxp 
bow down our hearts to keep this Lato, which that 
very day they heartily broke. Never was ſuch hypo- 
criſy before acted in any part of the Chriſtian Church. 
I never read of any Popiſh' Prince who formed this 
kind of miſchief by a Law, /and commanded his 
ſubjects to break the Sabbath, as James, and his Son 
Charles did; ſo that as Jeroboam is ſaid to make 
Ifracl to fin, theſe two Kings the Father and Son 
made their Subjects to fin; reſtored profaneneſs and 
vice; and filled the Kingdom with ſin and ungodli- 
neſs; and if this daring, impudent impiety, and 
contempt of his authority, did not diſpleaſe the Loxp 
of the Sabbath, and brought about the Civil War, 
What did ? | 


No doubt the profane part of the people of Abzryſ- 
truth received the news of theſe Kingly and Epiſcopal 
orders with pleaſure, And as the ſinful Iſraelites 
willingly followed the commandment of Jeroboam 
to worſhip the Golden Calves Hof. xiii. 2. and 
obeyed theſe wicked orders to the utmoſt ; to it they 
went with a witneſs, uſing all manner of ſports in 
the Church-yards, bringing Muſick -there to animate 
them in their evil exerciſes, and ſome times, in ſome 
places, the Parſon himſelf was the Muſician. All 
Hell rejoiced at'it, for there was a dreadful harveſt 
of Souls prepared for it. Now did the Fairies friſk 
and dance, and fing their Helliſh muſick, for the 
darkneſs of ignorance and vice, in which they delight- 
ed, returned again; and Feaſts of ſin were made for 
them. In this ſtate of darkneſs and vice they ſtill | 
continued until che time of the Common-wealth, 

| wien 
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when the parliament appointed Salaries for: ſuch 
popular- Miniſters as were willing to go about to 
| preach the Goſpel in Wales; ſome of whom I have 
mentioned already; Before the coming of theſe Men 
to preach, there was little knowledge of Gop in the 
Pariſh of Aberyſtruth. But many being converted by 
their means, their poſterity, and a ſucceſſion of good 
people have continued unto this day, and it may 
be, many will continue to the end of time. The 
profane pleaſures of the former weak and iniquitous 
reigns indeed made their work more difficult, but 
by the help of Gop they made an incurable breach 
in the Devil's Kingdom in Abery/truth, and were 
made an everlaſting bleſſing to it. 


DvurING the Interregnum, and before the reſtora- 
tion, the good people in Aberyſtruth had full liberty 
to receive ſuch as came to them to preach ; which 
uſually was at the Houſe of John ab John at Kellb; yr 
Kreeg in the Valley of Tilery. And at other times 
ſome of them went to hear Mr. Henry Walter, who 
ſtatedly preached in. Monithiſſoin Church, and gave 
the Lorp's Supper to a congregation which he had 
gathered there; and ſome of them went as far as 
Riſza to hear him, riſing before day to go there. 
When Charles the Second return'd, and liberty was 
taken away, their Meetings were leſs frequent; yet 
they ſometimes met, as appears from Juſtice Baker 
of Abergavenny's diſtraining their Cattle from them, 
for the crime of meeting together to hear the word ; 
but going beyond the power of the Law, in doing 
this miſchief, he was taken up for it, and broke and 
reduced to r. ö 


AFTER the death of Mr. Henry Walter of Aw 
port, and when the' perſecution was ſlackened which 
had 
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had been pretty ſevere the firſt years aſter the reſtora- 
tion, the Diſſenters both in the Pariſh of Monithiſſoin 
and Abery/ftruth applied to Mr. Watkin Jones of 
| Mimithiſhin, a Man of ſubſtance. and learning and 
of a creditable Family, who had been an afliftant 
to Mr. Walter, to take the paſtoral care of them; to 
which motion of theirs he made many objections in 
writing, in which appeared much prudence and ſelf 
denial ; but his objections were anſwered in writing 
and over ruled; and he complied to be their Miniſter 
in Holy things in the year 1668. They were in 
number about thirty; A mixture of Independents: 
and Baptiſts, who lovingly met together, at Xellhi yr 
Kreeg. I do not find any addition to their number, 
in Mr, Jones's Manuſcript, from —68, until the. 
years, —75, —76, —77, —78, —79. during which, 
ſeven more joined them : the ſtop being cauſed likely 
by the act againſt conventicles in the year —70, 
But from —75, to —79. the fears of Popery made 
the Parliament more moderate towards the Noncon- 
formiſts ; tho', towards the latter end of Charles's 
reign, perſecution revived, and liberty was again re- 
ſtrain'd; and things could not mend much in King 
James the Second's reign; or at leaſt but for a ſhort 
time ; and upon a precarious foundation, For ſome 
time the mixt Congregation peaceably met together 
in the ſervice of Gop; until one Jenkin John, or 
John Jenkin, a Man, with one Eye, from Martyr 
Tidvil in Glamorgan ſhire, came among them; and 
perſuaded the Baptiſts to ſeparate from the Indepen- 
dents, much againſt the minds of the Independents, 
who were ſorry for the ſeparation ; and met by 
themſelves at the Houſe of Neft Fohn Rofler ; higher 
up in the Valley of Tilery than Kellhi yr Kreeg was. 
After her death, I ſuppoſe, they removed to the 


Houſe of Watkin Harry, the other fide of Aunt 
| 49% Kellian, 
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Kelliau, where they met, until the Meeting-houſe was 
built, where they ſtill aſſemble. In the mean while 
the Independents met at the Houſe of John ab John, 
a very holy Man, at Kellli yr Kreeg. After whoſe 
death, and the death of Mr. Watkin Jones their 
Paſtor, the meeting was removed to the houſe 
of Edmund David, at Aber-tilery, where it continued 
in the time of Jeremiah James his Son-in-Law, and 
of his Wife after his death. After Mr, Watkin Jones's 
death, which was not till ſome time after the year 
—92, after ſome years vacancy, and the building of 
the Meeting-houſe at Penmain in the year 1694, 
he was ſucceeded by Mr. John Harris, a Carmarthen- 
ſhire Man ; under whoſe popular, and very much 
admired Miniſtry, the Church at Penmain flouriſhed 
and increaſed exceedingly, Many were converted 
at Aberyſtrutb, towards the lower end of the Pariſh, 
who became excellent Chriſtians ; and for ſome time 
the Sun of righteouſneſs ſhone upon them, and it 
was a glorious time with them; and no Diſſenting 
Church in the County of Monmouth was equal to 
them for a number of ſpiritual, experimental Chriſti- 
ans. But the fair Weather did not continue very 
long before it cooled, became cloudy and ſtormy ; as 
it often happens in the natural World; for the Miniſ- 
ter who, before was too. much admired, became an 
incurable drunkard, and was excommunicated, which 
was a great trouble to the Church. During their 
vacancy they had ſome conteſts about the choice of 
a Miniſter, which increaſed the trouble; and that 
which farther added to their afflictions, the Baptiſts 
took eleven of their Members ; which was no ſmall 
breach in the Church. Some of theſe 2 to 
the nee at Tilery. 


Arras ſome years nner they chooſe Mr. David - 
Williams, 
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Williams, a Carmarthen- ſhire Man, for their Paſtor ; 
who, tho" he was a good Man, yet being no popular 
preacher - the Church dwindled in their number con- 
tinually, until about the twentieth year of this Cen- 
tury, when the Loxp returned and viſited this Church, 
as he did others in the Country about. In conſe- 
quence of this the Church began to increaſe, divers 
joined in communion with them; among others 
ſome young Men, who became gifted Men and 
preachers of the Goſpel ; helped much to increaſe 
the Church; as did alſo ſome particular preachers 
from other places; particularly Mr. James Davies 
of Merthir Tidvil in Glamorgan ſhire, who at that 
time was very popular. It was a glorious time with 
the Church of Penmain again; and between the 
year 1720 and 1739 above- a 100 perſons joined 
the Congregation, This increaſe was not ſo much 
in the Congregation at Aber-tilery, the Baptiſts pre- 
vailing -in that neighbourhood ; by means of the 
popular preaching of Mr. Enoch Francis, and Mr. 
Morgan Griffith among; them, &c. In proceſs of 
time the members dying and none coming in, it 
dwindled into nothing about 20 years ago. But it 
pleaſed Gop, while the Congregation at Tilery was 
declining, the number of good people increaſed in 
Ebwy-vawr ; For Mr. Williams of Penmain our 
Paſtor, deſired me to give the Lox 's ſupper to them, 
which I did in the Month of September 1739. And 
this was the beginning of the Congregation at Ebwy- 
vator; to which belonged: ſeveral excellent perſons, 
ſome of great note in the religious way, moſt of 
whom are now dead, or removed to other places: 
| fo that is is now nearly extinct, Mr. Williams 
died ſuperannuated for his work above 20 yea!s 
ago, and was ſucceeded by the Rev. Mr..-Phillip 
David, a ſound and ſkilful preacher in the word 
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- of righteouſneſs ; though he cannot be ſaid to have 
the gift of popularity, But it will be expected I 
ſhould alſo give ſome account of the Church of 
England in Aberyſtruth Pariſh in thoſe times, which 
therefore I ſhall endeavour briefly to do, as far as 1 
have light to proceed. | 


As there is reaſon to think that Primitive Chriſtia- 
nity made its entrance from Zanhithel into the lower 
part of Ahery/truth, from whence, it may be, it did 
not ſpread far upward, and becauſe they received 
it firſt and chiefly, this may be the reaſon why, after 
| the Reformation, the lower end of the Pariſh hath 
1 been evidently more bleſſed with Goſpel light 
3 and grace; for Gop bleſſes them more with his 

after-viſits of grace, who do firſt and more cordially 

receive his Goſpel grace, Before the Church was 
built at Aberyfruth, where could the Blaene people 
go to worſhip but to' Lanhithel ? Every other Church 
| being too far, here ſurely ſuch of them as had any 
concern for religion went. After the Church was 
built, they had Curates to perform publick worſhip 
after the manner of the times. Popiſh ones before 
the Reformation, and Proteſtants afterwards. But 
no records being kept of theſe things, I have little 
to ſay of them. Of Sir Philip I have already ſpoken. 

There was one Sir Dodd, who was ſharp for his 

tithes, who demanding a tithe of Turnips, of Wil- 
liam Philip James, of Pant yr Foreſt, he told aim, 
when he would take up Turnips for himſelf he 
ſhould have ſome, and he would let him know ; but 
when he came or ſent for them, William Philip 
James having taken up ten or twenty Turnips, gave 
him one or two to go away. I think both were to 
blame. There was one Sir Hugh, of whom I heard 


nothing, but that he appeared to be in great haſte 
„ to 
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to go over the Prayers. I ſuppoſe he was a a Proteſ- 
tant. | 


1 


Tux laſt of the Curates in Aberyftruth, who had the 
Honorary Title of Sir, given him, was Mr. Howell 
Proſſer, a native of Langynid in Brecon-ſhire ; the 
Popes pride having taught them to equal their Curates 
to Knights and Barons ; and the Popiſh faſhion was 
continued by the people of Aberyſtruth, and admitted 
by the Curates unto his time. He was a long time 
Curate of this Pariſh, and did much good by keep- 
ing School. None in the County did ſo much good, 
or brought up ſo many uſeful perſons, eſpecially 
in the; way of religion as he did. Many of his 
Scholars came from far: he was indeed famous as a 
School-maſter, being a very good Grammarian ; but 
did not underſtand the Sciences, nor did he much 
ſtudy Divinity. He had but few Books of that ſort, 
and did not preach, but only read. Prayers, and ſome 
times the Homilies, I remember I have heard ſome 
of the people ſay, that they were ten years without 
hearing a Sermon in the Church, A few Clergy-men 
from other Pariſhes occaſionally preached there: 
I remember only two; until towards the latter end 
of Mr, Proſſer's time, when the Pariſhioners became 
_ uneaſy, and he was obliged to admit of Mr. David 
Philips, a Glamorgan-ſhire Man, to officiate in his 
place for ſome time, Mr, Philips was at firſt a 
very popular Preacher, and tho' he was but a ſhallow 
divine, yet there was ſomething ſo charming in his 
perfonal appearance and voice, eſpecially in ſinging 
 Pfalins and Anthems, that the people exceſſively 
admit/d, and idoliz'd him. As to his perſon he was 
largely made, and well proportioned. His counte- 
nance was perfectly well formed, having a very 


florid, ſtrong, ruddy complexion ; ſomething ſo ver, 
charm- 
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charming in his countenance and Jooks, that Lnever 
ſaw the like, and I believe never ſhall. T have often 
thought that Luther did not make a better appear- 
ance before the Emperor and the German Diet, 
than Mr. Philips would have made in his place, had 
he his other accompliſhments, But alas ! his private 
converſation did not anſwer his.perſonal and publick 


excellencies; for tho' he was affable and very friend- 


ly, while he was not offended, yet he was given to 
drink; and, in his drink, very quarrelſome and eaſily 
offended ; which ſpoiled his other excellencies and 
character ; and occaſioned his frequent removes from 


place to place. He was not ſo bigoted as ſome 


Clergy are, who are far better Moraliſts than he 


was; for I ſeveral times converſ'd with him after I 


became a diſſenting preacher, and he never ſhewed 
the leaſt diſguſt to me, but was always, friendly 
and affable ; often calling me dear brother. I once 
went to ſee him when he was ſick; he defired me 
to pray for him; I did ſo; he mended much in 
that night, and thought it was an anſwer of prayer, 
When I viſited him, I always deſired him to ſing, 


and the glory and excellence of his voice and coun- 


tenance made me ſick in mind, and greatly concern'd 
I was, leſt ſo incomparable a ſinger, and a perſon of 
ſuch excellent appearance ſhould go to Hell to 


cry among the damned; and I heartily. deſired it 
ſhould not be ſo; but I fear he ended not well, and 


am always ſorry to think ſo, The Biſhop of 


Landaff, hearing complaints againſt him, enquired 
among the Clergy, the reaſons of his popularity, 
und told, it was his ſinging. This made the 


Biſhop call him aſide, and he ordered him to ſing a 


Stanza, that he might hear him, which he did, and 
the Biſhop commended his voice, His Life was full 


of trouble, partly from envy, but more ſo from the 
: many 
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many diſorders of his Life. But I chuſe not to be 
particular about his faults, Mr. Howell Proſſer the 
Curate was a man of excellent Morals, and of an 
unblemiſh'd reputation. 5 


AFTER his death there were ſeveral Curates at 
Aberyſtruth; but I have not heard of any notable things 
they did, and I remember little about them, But J 
remember Mr. John Powel a native of Brecon-ſhire ; 
who if he was not converted by the exhortations 
of the famous Mr, Howell Harris, was at leaſt 
much alarmed by that means, He became a ſound. 
Goſpel preacher, and earneſtly deſir'd to do good 
among them; but he met with much oppoſition 
from ſome of the Pariſhioners, and removed from 
them to the lower end of the Cgunty, where he 
hath done much good, and is ſtill Iiving. 


Tus good work indeed which flouriſhed ſeveral 
years before, much increaſed, in the year 1738. when 
Mr. Howell Harris (whom I firſt brought into Mon- 
mouth-ſhire, in the ſpring of the year and the month 
of April) came to exhort to Abery/truth. And there 
was a great revival of religion, which extended more 
or leſs to every Valley in the Pariſh ; but more abun- 
dantly in Ebwy vawr. Which came to paſs, tho” not 
only, yet chiefly from the Inſtrumentality of my un- 
worthy ſelf: and from thence the Church at Penmain 
much increaſed. When Mr. Harris came, many were 
converted by his powerful exhortations, and ſome per- 
ſons of note. The good work now increaſed and arrived 
to its greateſt height. And ſome joined in the Pariſh 
Church, ſome with the Baptiſts, and ſome with the In- 
* dependents, eſpecially from Zbwy-vator. It was then a 
happy time at Elun- var, the like whereof, there I 
believe, was never ſeen before, or after unto this time, 

One 
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One would have thought for ſome time, that the 
whole Valley was turning unto Gop. There 
were but ſeven, of about thirty ſix Houſes in the 
Valley, and perhaps not ſo many, into which the 
word of Gop did not enter and make ſome impreſ- 
fion ; ſo that the number of people apparently well 
diſpoſed to religion, far exceeded the number of thoſe 
that were not; a thing very remarkable, and not 
common in the World. 


OF this happy time, there was, a little before; an 
Omen ſeen by ſeveral. I ſaw it myſelf, in the even- 
ing of a Lord's day after I had preached at Ty yn y 
Veed. It was a white Cloud in a clear ſky, and a 
perfectly calm evening, in the form of a Bow, of an 
equal breadth, teaching over the middle of the 
Valley, from one Mountain to another, from Eaſt, to 
Weſt, which continued viſible for ſome time; and it 
was a notable fight to look upon. I know that ſome 
Philoſophers make this to be a Phznomenon merely 
natural, nothing ominous, but formed only by con- 
trary Winds gently blowing towards each other ; 
which, it may be, might ſometimes be the caſe, tho? 


very unlikely; and yet thoſe Winds might be direct- 


ed by a ſuperior agency, to appear at certain times, 
and in certain places as Omens of future good; which 
a white Cloud is proper to repreſent beyond any other 
coloured Cloud. If not ſometimes ſupernatural at 
leaſt, why is the Bow ſo equal in length, breadth, 
and poſition from Eaſt to Weſt? Why not, ſome 
times, poſited from North to South, or ſonie croſs 
way ? Why not ſome times a piece of a Bow, broken 
at the end or middle? Why always of a white, and 
never of a red or black colour, but of the only 
proper colour to reprefent Peace and felicity? And 
how can oppoſite Winds CF Ries blow ſo equally at 
one 
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one time, and not the one ſometimes, if not always, 
blow ſtronger than the other to break the Bow, 
make it crooked, very thick in one part and very 
thin, and almoſt nothing, in another? Can oppoſite 
Winds of themſelves blow ſo orderly and ſo often 
in ſo many reſpects? or the thing as it is, be a mere 
chance? Surely it is not poſſible. The Scripture 
ſpeaks often of ominous ſigns bf good and bad, in 
times paſt ; and ate they all ceaſed ? Are not ſigns 
and Omens, of great things to come, reaſonable, 
as they cauſe great things to be more minded when 
they come, whether they be good or evil ? and us to be 
more prepared for them, before they come? The 
Rain-bow in the ſky is a ſign of good as long as the, 
World ſtands ; Gen. ix. 12, &c. Why not a white 
Cloud, without any black or red in it, another ſign 
of good? even of Gop's Peace and Favour to his 
Church, and people? I have ſeen this white Bow 
more than once a ſign of ſpititual good in divers 
places. And when I ſaw them, I could perceive no 
kind of Wind to form the Bow. But natural Men 
are all for Earthly things, their wit is low earthly 
and carnal. Groſs infidelity hath extended to the 
denial of Signs and Omens, altho' they are aſſerted 
in Scripture; and often experienced in the World; 

| tho! oftener experienc'd than obſerved, eſpecially in 
later times, | 


Ax Evidence of the great ſucceſs of the Goſpel in 
the Valley of Ebwy-vawr, about this time, is that no 
leſs than five perſons were converted in it, and 
became gifted Men and ſound preachers of the 
Goſpel ; namely, Thomas Lewis, Philip David, John 
Powel, Morgan John Lewis, and Evan Harry. So 
many ſound preachers riſen up in one fide of a Valley 
is a remarkable thing; which, it may be, came to 

| O paſs 
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paſs in no other Valley in the Kingdom, The three 
firſt of theſe became preachers among the Indepen- 
dents, John Powel indeed was born in the Ale-houſe 
at Troed yr Rhiw in Lanelli Pariſh, Brecon-ſhire ; but 
came to Ebuy-vaur to work his trade, which was 
that of a Shoe-maker, and there was converted, as he 
declar'd, by means of a Sermon preached by E.— 
J.— about Jonah's Gaurd. He preached for a time 
at Ebenezer, &c; but being deſirous of more Learn- 
ing he went into the Academy at Carmarthen. 
From thence he went to the weſt of England, where 
he remained ſome time; and from thence returned 
to the great Congregation at Henllan in Carmarthen- 
ſhire, where he died. He lived an irreproachable 
Life. Was a wiſe, honeſt Man of great penetration. 
Had a remarkable fair countenance; and towards 
the latter end of his time was become a very great 
preacher, I heard Mr. Lewis Rees declare that he 
never was ſo much aſhamed of himſelf as when he 
heard Mr. John Powel preach ; which to thoſe 
who are acquainted with Mr, Rees's Talents in 
preaching, will be a ſure fign of the great excellence 
of Mr Powel's preaching. He died ſuddenly, many 
years ago. 


Tu fourth perſon mentioned was for ſome time 
a zealous well principled exhorter among the Metho- 
difts, but at laſt became a paſtor to a number of 
Methodifts, who formed themſelves into an indepen- 
dent Church, who meet about three Miles below 
Pont y Pool, and are a flouriſhing Church, under the 
care of the Rev. Mr. Abraham Williams, He was 
very ſound in his preaching, of great knowledge and 
penetration in divine things; unblemiſhed in his 
character; but thought to be ſomewhat too rigid in 
his way: and too cenſorious, Some time before his 

| 5 death 
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death he fell into a deep deſpair, but little before 
his death he declared he had comfort from the laſt 
verſes of the 8th of the Romans. He alſo is dead 
ſeveral years ago. 


Tux laſt mentioned became a baptiſt Miniſter, who 
is a ſound preacher and leads a good life. He is 
Paſtor of the Baptiſt Church in Aberyſtruth. Beſides 
this, Mr. John Miles alſo born at Ty yn y Lluyn in 
Ebwy-vawr : a young Gentleman of a very profound 
Judgement and learned, as being educated in the 
Rev. Mr. Vavaſor Grifiths's academy, He was 
one of Mr. Howell Harris's converts. He exerciſ- 
ed his gifts but very little among the Metho- 
diſts, altho' much defired to do it, by many. 
He had ſome defirc to be a Church of England 
Miniſter for ſome time, which he afterward ſeemed 
to decline. He was truly ſpiritual and very judi- 
cious, had much gravity and evenneſs of temper, and 
was much reſpected by the truly religious. He out- 
lived his parents and died young, ſeemingly with 
little or no fear of Death. For ſometime, he thought 
well of Mr. John Weſley, but hearing him at Briftol 
preach from As xiii. 48. — And as many as were or- 
dained to eternal life, believed : And ſaying © This is the 
perverſe tranſlation of the Calviniſts, it ſhould be 
As many as were diſpoſed to eternal life believed. 
Mr. Miles looked into the Greek Teſtament, which 
he had about him, to ſee if it was as Mr, Weſley ſaid, 
and ſaw that the words are rightly tranſlated As 
many as were ordained to eternal life, believed : and 
that Mr. Weſley's was the perverſe tranſlation. Hefe 
he had enough of Mr. Weſley, who was ſo perverſe 
as to diſtort the plain word of Gop to ſerve the 
cauſe of error againſt the truth, 


O 2 ABouT 


D 


 ABovuT the ſame time, I think, Mr. Edmund 
Watkins was converted, who was born in the Valley 
of Tilery; upon the back of the Hill, which ſtands 
beetwen Koome yr fych-bant and Koome nant yr Grees. 
The houſe rather inclining to the former of theſe 
| Koomes, He is a noted Baptiſt Miniſter, and a Gentle- 
man of a very affable diſpoſition, Not far from thence, 
on the other fide of the Hill in Koome Nant yr Groes, 
in the ſame Valley of Tilery, was born Mr. Edmund 
Williams, He was a convert of Mr. Howell Harris's, 
was a member of the Church of England, and a 
much feſpected exhorter among the Methodiſts, 
He was a beautiful young Gentleman born to a good 
Eſtate, if he had lived. Was conſiderably learned; 
of an excellent temper and diſpoſition ; affable, friend- 
ly, and peaceable, Very zealous and diligent in 
the way of piety, like one making the beſt of his way 
to heaven; becauſe his time was ſhort, He printed 
ſomething againſt dancing and revelling. Alſo ſeveral 
Hymns upon many of the great things of Chriſtianity, 
which ſhew an elevated mind in divine things, and 
much - ingenuity of thought for a young man. He 
died very young, much lamented by numbers of people, 


BESsI DES theſe, the Rev. Mr. Richard Edwards 
and his ſon were born in this Pariſh, both Clergy- 


men of the Church of England, and now living, 
The firſt of theſe had courage and ability to contend 
in writing with the Biſhop of Landaff. 


Tuus the Pariſh of Aleryſtruth happily produced 
divers perſons of publick Character and uſeful:eſs 
in the Church of Gop; if I may place myſelf among 
them, more in number than in any other Pariſh in the 
County, except Trevethin Pariſh, I am however the 


eldeſt of them all; being born at Pen yr Lluyn in the 
Valley 
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Valley of the Church 1702. Thus I have, as I was 
able, given an account of Religion in times paſt 


in Abery/truth Pariſh. 


Or the preſent ſtate of Religion in the Pariſh, 
there are in it no Papiſts, no Methodiſts, and but 
one Quaker. They are all Church-men or Diſſenters. 
And among theſe who make a profeſſion, there are 
no Socinians, Arians, Arminians, or Antinomians ; 
but the Evangelick Principles, commonly called 
Calviniſm, is more or leſs ſtrictly Preached and pro- 
felled by them. Nor are there any profeſſed Atheiſts, 
Deiſts, &c. among thoſe who are profane, and are moſt 
alienated from Religion, in the Pariſh whoſe number 
is not great. The number of Commuaicants among 
the Diſſenters, eſpecially of the Independents, is much 
leſs than it hath been. Indeed the number of the 
Inhabitants is much leſs than it hath been in time 
paſt ; for which it is not eaſy to give a full reaſon, 
The number of Communicants in the Pariſh Church, 
if I miſtake not, are rather more than they uſed to 
be; unleſs it was in Mr, Powel's time. Their 
Miniſter is a ſound Goſpel preacher, a good Man, 
who leads a good. life ; yet I queſtion whether they 
are many more than twenty in number, The Baptiſts 
are more numerous. Our Independents, who com- 
municate in the Patiſh, are not thirty; So that all 
theſe profeſſors together will not much exceed four- 
ſcore ; in a number of people, I think, not amounting 
to 500 in all. And among theſe not unlikely ſome 
hypocrites, tho* I hope not very many, But tho' the 
profeſſors of Religion are not ſo many, yet it muſt 
be ewned, that there are many. others in the Pariſh, 
who are virtuous, well diſpoſed perſons, who are 
likely to come to make a profeſſion in future time, 


And 
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And tho' there are ſome choice Chriſtians among 
them who make a profeſſion, yet the preſent geneta- 
tion of profeſſors appear, to me, to be inferior to thoſe 
who went before, in ſpirituality and ſtrictneſs of life, 
Thus I have, as well, as I could, given an account 
of the preſent ftate of Religion, as it ſtands among 
all parties in the Pariſh, until this preſent year 
of our Lox D 1779. 


Bur I think it juſt and reaſonable to take notice 
of a very apparent kindneſs of Gop in one particular 
above the reſt ; as nothing like it ever came to paſs 

| in the Pariſh before; 1, e. that when the Congre- 
. gation of the Independents was declining at Aber- 
| tilery it increaſed at Ebwy-vawr, and before that 
Congregation became extinct, another was raiſed up 
in Ebwy-vawr, in the year 1739, and when that at 
Ebwy-vawr was alſo declining, and is, this year, 
become extinct; another was raiſed up in the Valley of | 
the Church, by the Inftrumentality of unworthy me, in 
the year 1764, at Pen yr Lluyn houſe, where I was 
born. The number of communicants being then juſt 
eleven, who are now little ſhort of thirty in number, 
as if the LoRD would not have this denomination to 
come to nothing in Abery/truth Pariſh. 


| T OGETHER With the relation of the time paſt 
and preſent, I would expreſs my defire and hope, that 
the true religion will remain in Abery/truth unto the 


A 

1 end of time, What helpeth my hope is, I bave heard 

1 a certain Man praying four or five times in the power 

n - of Gop, that the Goſpel and the true religion would 

remain in the Pariſh of Abery/truth, and in the Halley 
of of the Church as long as the Water of the River 


would continue to run, to the end of time. And I 


| believe it will be ſo, from the Grace of Gop who 
| hath 
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hath not ſaid to the Sons of Jacob, who prevailed with 
God in prayer, ſeek ye my face in vain; Iſai. xlv. 19. 
But declareth in his word, that the fervent prayer 
of the righteous availeth much; Jam. v. 16, I hope 
there will be a revival of Religion in this Pariſh in 
the next Century, and the next to that : and when 
the happy Millennium comes, which is not many 
Generations oft, then the work will be Great and 
Univerſaj, and continue long towards the end of 
time: and in this hope I will venture to ſing. 


O may the true religion flouriſh 
Still, in Aberyſtruth Pariſh ; 
And flouriſh till the end of time : 
I fay it both in Proſe and Rhime. 


And ſtill flouriſh ih Ty, 
The ſame too in the Church Valley, 
In Ebwy-vawr, may goodneſs flouriſh 
Every where through out the Pariſh, 


LASTLY, 


T 
» 
14 
4 
' 
we 
* 
4 
1 
* # 
, 
by 
p 
4 
i 
CE } 
x 
* 
N 
11 
4 
at $f 
4.4 
CHI 
£3 
557 
15 
„ 
44 
74 
# 
*.1] 
+ 
4 
F 


”- 5 A _ 
= — — 
«+. 3 _ > 


112 ABERYSTRUTH 


L ASTLY, I come to give Memoirs of ſome 
Religious Perſons of Note who lived in the Pariſh 
of Aberyſtruth. And here, as to ſame of them, for 
want of better Information, and a better memory, 
I muſt be brief, after the manner of Melchior 
Adam, who wrote the Lives of reformed Divines 
in Germany, which yet was much eſteemed for wat 
of a better, as this wruing of mine juſtly may be, I 
am ſtill of the mind that it is better than nothing. 


KKKKKKKKWOEKKKEKKIOKKKKKK 
Firfl, John ab John, of Keellhi yr Kreeg. 

E was born in the Pariſh of Lanhithel in 

Koome Nanty Llan. By ſome means or other 


he went into the Army of the Parliament in the 
time of the civil War, where, I think, he remained 


until the time of the taking of Rag-land Caſtle by 


the Army of the Parliament, While he was abroad 
in Kent or Eſſex, he chanced to go into the Houſe 
of a Nonconformiſt Miniſter, who preached to a 


very few people; and aſking the Miniſter why he 


preached to ſo few, the Miniſter anſwered him in 
the words of the Prophet Hab. ii. 11. The Stone 
ſhall cry out of the Wall, and the Beam out of the Timber, 
ſhall teflify againſt thoſe who will not hear the word, or 
hear it and not obey, Theſe words and the Sermon 
_were a means of revival to him in the way of good- 
neſs, after a ſenſible decay which he found in himſelf. 
After the War ceaſed, having married Mary Pit in 
(rioreſter-ſhire, he came to Abery/truth, and ſettled 


at Kalli yr Kreeg in Tilery ; where he ſome times 
1 | * , exhorted 
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— and invited others to preach ; as many, 
as could be had ;-and they had the comfortable and 
effective preſence of Gop among them, for the good 
of many. He had the ſtrictneſs of the old Puritans 
in his life and converſation, and wore his Beard 
long, after their manner. He was very lively and 
ſtrong in all the parts of the Divine life, and was 
obſerved to be very lively in his public exhortations. 
But in nothing did he more eminently appear, than 
it chatity and compaſſion ; for when he heard of a 
perſon's doing amiſs, he would ſay, with concern, 
«© I am ſorry for it.” In ſuch a perſon charity 
prevailed over envy and ſelf ; and this happy temper 
of mind was obſerved by all about him. And Deme- 
trius like, 3. John i. 12, he had a good report of 
all that knew him, The ſecret of the Lorp was 
with him, as 'tis ſaid to be with them that fear Gop. 
Pſalm xxv. 14. For he foretold ſome of his friends, 
ſometime before his death, that ſome three eminent 
religious perſons would come to ſee him, and ſo it 
came to paſs; for Meſſrs. Lewis Davies, David 
Richard, and Anthony Thomas, three very eminent 
preachers of the Goſpel, came to ſee him. Mr, 
Lewis Davies obſerving his livelineſs and heavenly 
mindedneſs was much affected, and ſaid “ O the old 
Man with the Puritan Beard!“ He alſo ſaid, that 
God would raiſe up preachers in Wales, who would 
very much exceed himſelf, and others of his time; 
whigh alſo came to paſs. It was thought by ſome 
that he was one of the holieſt men in the World, 
But yet he was not perfect; for once, after the 
manner of Moſes, he ſpake unadviſedly with his Lips; 
for being much grieved by the croſs dealings of . 
ſome religious people, he ſpoke ſome very uncharita» 
ble expreflion, like Moſes, who, in a fit of hot diſ- 


pleaſure, ſmote the Rock, and called the Children 
P of 
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af Iſrae] Rebels; for which, being reproved by his 
on Friends, he altered the expreflion, and ſaid, 
„Well! I have read of twelve Gates of entrance 
into the New Jeruſalem, and 'tis likely they ſhall go 
in through one of them.” As he lived holily, ſo he 
died eaſily, without feeling the pangs of Death: for 
after the death of his elder brother Rees, who for 
eminent piety was ſuch another as himſelf, he re- 
moved to Lanhithel, to his brother's Eftate ; where, 
having been out in the field in the time of Hay- 
harveſt, he came in, and told one of his Daughters : 
„ 1 ſhall not be long with you,“ and went up Stairs 
to reſt upon the Bed, as he uſed to do, in Summer 
days, But ſeeing him ftay longer than uſual, one 
of- the Family went to ſee, and found him dead 
without a ſign of the leaft ſtruggle. Many of his 
poſterity became religious, and inherit a bleſſing, from 
him, who hath promiſed it to the third and fourth 
generation, of them that love him, and keep his com- 
mandments. The bleſſing is likely to extend to future 
Generations, it may be, to the end of time; for till 
mercy is extended ; ſo alſo piety is continued. 


LXERERXEXERXERERERERERER 
Wit | 
WILLIA Joan RosskR. 


T E was for his eminent piety ſuch another as 
John ab John, of a- ſtrict Puritanick life, and 

his ſtrictneſs not Phariſaical ; for he was a very kind 
charitable Man; helping the poor about him, with 
Milk and Oatmeal, and being a Weaver would make 
Cloaths for the poor; having a ſmall Eſtate of his 


own, to enable him to do good. . It was alſo ſaid of 
| him, 
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him, that, in the market he would give cans of Ale to 
one and another of his acquaintance, who, he thought, 
were poor, and unable to pay; drinking but little P 
himſelf, In a, word; He carefully abſtained from 
fin, and did every good in his power to all about 
him: He lived near the upper end of the Valley of 
Tilery : I think he was never Married, nor had any 
Children. I heard a firm old Church-woman ſay, 
who was acquainted with him; © If any of the 
Round-heads ever went to Heaven (that was her 
word) William John Roſler went thither.“ A good 


character from an adverſary is a ſure ſign of great 
nN 


e dxoent er c er user Swen tet d 


III. 
GwENLLIAN WILLIAM, 


WENLLIAN Wr:rrran, otherwiſe called 
Gwenllian-Wen, i. e. White-Gwenllian, be- 
cauſe her way of living was the making and ſelling 
of White Flannels, which ſhe carried about the 
houſes to ſell ; was a Brecon-ſhire Woman, born. 
Was married at Aberyftruth, and became a Widow. 
She was a very pious Woman, full of every good 
diſpoſition ; ſhe was one of them to whom that promiſe 
belonged : Bleſſed are the poor in ſpirit ; for theirs is 
the Kingdom of heaven, Where ever ſhe heard 
or ſaw evil: ſpoken or done, it was her grief; and ſhe 
would venture to ſpeak againſt it. I heard my 
Mother ſay, that when ſhe came to Clin- Mawr, the 
would ex poſtulate very gently and kindly with my 
Grand-father, who lived a vain life, and was given 
to drinking. O Roger Morgan! Why do you 
hurt on ſelf by drinking, &c.“ and tho? he hated, 
22 and 
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and ſcoffed at other religious people, yet he bad a real 
reſpet for her, only he would pleaſantly call her 
the old Parſon. Upon ſome account or other, I 
could not learn what, ſhe went before Juſtice 
Morgan of Lanwenarth, who finding fault with her 


Nonconformity, told her among other things, There 


was never a King of thy opinion Woman,” to 


which ſhe anſwered “ Yes Sir, by your leave, King 


David was, and I am of the fame opinion with him.“ 
The Gentleman ſeeing her harmleſs ſimplicity, let 
her go without any farther reproof. After ſhe was 
gone from the houſe a little way, the Gentle woman 
ſaid to the Maid, ſhe is a nurſe, and may be, is hungry 
and thirſty, as indeed ſhe was; Go after her and 
call her back,” ſhe did; and the Gentlewoman 
gave her Meat and Drink ; which kindneſs doubtleſs 
is remembered by him, who will ſay in the great 
day of accounts, Becauſe you have done it unto theſe 
little ones, you have done it unto me. Math. xxv. 
34, to 40. Theſe three perſons were dead before 
my time. Some of the poſterity of this good Woman 
are in communion with our Church at Eebenezer, and 
are ſome of the beſt n us. 


- + "y 


' | IV. * $4 , 
Lewis Thomas EDWARD. - 


E alſo lived at Tilery: was a Man of a very 
Puritanick life and converſation. And after 
the manner of the Puritans uſed to riſe up in the 
night to pray, which he did with an audible voice, 
which gave light to the minds of thoſe that heard 
him, better than the light of Fire-and Candle to 


the e of their bodies. He was an early convert 
to 
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to the Loxp, and joined with Mr. Henry Walter 
in Monithiſſoin Church in the time of the Common- 
wealth, as did ſome others of the Pariſh. I he old 
Man was a Peace-maker, very humble and plain in 
his deportment. Agrecable to his own diſpoſition, it 
was a frequent ſaying of his, “ I never ſaw a humble 

Chriſtian get a great fall,” He was too wiſe to ſay 
I never ſaw a humble Chriſtian get any fall, for the 
righteous falleth ſeven times, and riſeth again. Prov, 
xxiv. 16. And who can travel a rough way, and 
yet never ſtumble ? But it is a great truth that 
humble Chriſtians, at leaſt while they continue ſo, 
get no great falls; for they walk low and cateful, 
It would be well if this ſaying was more in uſe 
among Chriſtians, and more remembered ; it mignt 
be of great uſe to young profeſſors, eſpecially who 
have much need of leſſons of humility ; for want of 
which, many fail, and fall much, He had four 
Children, two ſons. and two daughters, who all 
became religious, and joined the Church at Pen- main. 


NN & 
Epuuxp Lewis. Thomas : the Son of Lewis 
Thomas Edward, aforeſaid, E 


DMUND Lew:s Tnomas was a Man 

much like his father, zealous and diligent in the 
ſervice of Gop; of an unſpotted converſation, and 
moſt ready to ſerve his neighbours, having a ſmall 
Eſtate, of his own. An inſtance of this, I ſtill remem- 
ber ſince I was a Boy with my Uncle. Henry 
Samuel, who was my Mother's firſt Couſin, a Man 
of a good Eftate, and Edmund Lewis was his pext 
neighbour; My Uncle then was plowing, and (peas 


ing to me of Edmund Lewis; how ready he was at al 
times 
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times to ſerve his Neighbours, he ſaid “ I will call him 
now to come hear to hack the ground after the Oxen, 
and thou ſhalt ſee, if he is at home he will come; 
accordingly he called him. He was at home, came 
out and anſwered, «© I will come; © There, ſaid 
my Uncle, I told thee he would come.” He did not ſo 
much want his help, but he took pleaſure to ſhew me 
what a kind Neighbour he had, and that he told the 
truth concerning him: I am ſo much the more 
willing to remember and record this, as my Uncle. 
had little reſpe& to the diſſenters, and becauſe he 
took pleaſure to ſhew me what kind of a Neighbour 
Edmund Lewis was; and alſo becauſe I heard his ſon, 
Daniel Samuel, ſpeaking of him with great affection, 
telling me that he was very ſorry, and wept after 
him when he was dead. Edmund Lewis, lived in 
the Llawn-bwn-march houſe, mentioned before in this 

Book. I was at his houſe ſeveral days and nights, 
and remember that his whole delight was to diſcourſe 
of ſpiritual things. Thepurity of his life was ſuch, 

that he ſeemed to be never out of a diſpoſition for 
private prayer: For after I had prayed in his Family, 
he would go to prayer after me, unaſked. When [1 
was a Boy, I ſaw the old Man's father, tho' he 
died pretty near the beginning of this Century. The 
Son lived much longer, and doubtleſs is gone to 
Heaven with his Father, and other Saints of Gon. 


7 VI. | 
T HE Notable Converſion of John James Watkin. 


E was a Native of Abery/ruth, went into the 

Royal Army againſt the Parliament, and was 

vary fierce and acute on that ſide. In fencing, none 
could 
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could ſtand before him, He dangerouſly wounded 
my Grand-father, running his ſword upon his Ribs, 
in a fray, which happened by Aberyfruth Church, 
which a relation of my Grand-father hearing of, 
went to ſeek him, with a dangerous Weapon, a 
Bill-ſtaff, to be revenged upon him; but it was well 
for them both that he could not be found; for he 
was not either to kill, or be killed; but to be con- 
verted unto Gop and be ſaved, For hearing that a, 
preacher was coming down from Brecon-ſhire to 
preach at Kellhi yr Kreeg, he went up the Church 
Lane, towards Rhaſe yr Glo, with his Sword by his 
fide intending to kill him. The preacher who was Mr. 
Jenkin Jones of Llanddetty, a Gentleman of a good 
Eftate, who had been brought up in Oxford, When 
he met the Soldier he took off his Hat to him, upon 
which the Soldier ſaid in himſelf; “ He is a clean look- 
ing Man, itis pity to kill him, I will not now kill him, 
I will go and hear him ; ” accordingly turned back 
and followed him at a diſtance, not chuſing to come 
near him, with his Sword by his fide, to cauſe ſuſpi- 
cion in the Gentleman, He went after him to 
Kellhi yr Kreeg, and was converted under the Sermon, 
and the Grace of Gon made him a Soldier of Ixsus 
CHRIsT, which was infinitely better than to be a 
Soldier for King Charles, againſt whom the Loxp 
did fight in his providence, and did not proſper him 
in his Wars; for if the Loxp was on his fide, he 
muſt have proſpered againſt all oppoſition, but as 
he did not, 'tis plain to every ſober judicious mind, 
that the LoxD was not on his fide, tho* many Men 
were; but was againſt him, and on the fide of thoſe 
who were againſt him, 


Ap I have often wondered that the admirers of 
King Charles could not ſee this plain thing; and 
therefore 
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therefore in their groſs ignorance have hideouſly 
blaſphemed the providence. of God and its inſtru- 
ments acting againſt him, many both in their Pulpits 
and writings. One may imagine how the good 
people at Kellbi yr Kreeg were ſurptrized to ſee the 
Sword's Man, who was ſo great an enemy among 
the Hearers, and much more to ſee him affected 
under the word, and to ſhew reſpec to the preacher 
and to them all. And he was then really converted 
unto the Loxp; and to the admiration of all, both 
friends and enemies to religion in the Pariſh, he 
followed after the word, and the company of good 
people, and joined to the Congregation at Pen- main, 
and lived and died in their communion. He became 
now zealous for Gop, and when he ſaw Sabbath- 
breakers, as long as he carried his Sword about 
kim, he would draw his Sword upon them, and 
drive them away. He together with John Roſſer of 
Trevethin, and Edmund Roſſer of Bedwellty, went to 
fee Mr. Morgan Lloyd of J/rexham, in Denbigh · ſhire 
North-wales, who was famous thro' all Wales 
for his great knowledge, and prophetick ſpirit. 
When they came there, it was a Day of prayer with 
them, and he knowing their buſineſs, ſaid to them, 
&« Ye men of South-wales who are come fo far, you 
have ſomething to ſay to Gop,” And deſired them to 
pray; when they had done, He ſaid of Edmund 
Roſſer, that he would make Ship-wreck of his 
faith; As to John Roſſer, he ſaid ; * There are a 
people called Quakers rifen up, here, they will come 
down to your parts, and this Man will be apt to 
go to them: ” And all this came to paſs, Of John 
James he did not ſay but he might hold unto the 
end, as indeed he did. He often declared the manner 
of his converſion with pleaſuge, and continually 


ſpoke of ſpiritual things; and yet would complain, 
| | that 
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that he had not yet rightly learned the Language 
of Canaan. He became infirm and weak in his 
old age, ſo as to ſtand in need of the aſſiſtance of 
his religious friends; which he alſo had. 
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VII. 4 
ALIcR WILLIAM NiICOLAS, 


HE was the daughter of William, the Son 
of Nicolas Marion Collier, a French-man; I 
ſuppoſe, from Little Britain, as the Family have not 
the pale yellow colour of the French in general, but 
a ſtrong ruddy complexion, who came to ſettle at 
Aber-beeg. Moſt probably ſhe was a convert of Mr. 
John Harris, as many others were. However, being | 
converted, ſhe grew apace in ſpiritual knowledge and 
prudence, ſo as to be much obſerved by thoſe who 
converſed with het; and ſhe became a famous member 
of the Church at Pen- main; where were many excellent 
perſons in thoſe days, beyond what were in any other 
Church in the County. She was married to Walter 
James the Smith at Aber-beeg : and as ſhe was not 
to go to Heaven without the Croſs, to help the 
power of grace, againſt the remnant of corruption; ſhe 
had it, in her Huſband, who behaved roughly towards 
her; which made her ſay to him, ſometime before 
her death: Well! The people of Ifrac] were deli- 
vered at laſt, from under Pharaoh's hand.” * What, 
ſaid he, doſt thou liken me to Pharaoh? ” Upon 
which, being afraid, as he was a Man ſomewhat terrible 
to behold, in a paſſion, ſhe ſaid, © I only fay Iſrael 
was delivered from under Pharaoh's hand.” He buried 
her; and when he was far in years married another 
Woman : And behold ! The old Man remembering 


Q his 
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his former Wife's piety, became ſober and thoughtful, 
of the world to come; and joined in Pen-main. But 
as the Scripture faith - that the righteous ſhall be 
recompenced upon the Earth, Prov. xi. 31. And 
that it is a righteous thing with Gop to render 
tribulation to them that trouble his people, 2. Theſ. 
i. 6. So he received much the ſame kind of vexation 
from his ſecond Wife, as his firſt Wife had received 
from him ; which is ſo much the more wonderful, as 
his ſecond Wife was alſo a good Woman ; for I was 
acquainted with her, and her experiences ; and it 
was very plain to me that ſhe.really deſired to fear 
the Lord; and was greatly concern'd about her future 
State ; yet could not forbear being troubleſome to 
him; which I think he bore with patience. She buri- 
ed him, and married another, who was a hypocrite, 
and a vexation to her, as ſhe had been to her firſt 
Hufband. Thus the providence of Gop ſheweth 
that there is a Gop who judgeth in the Earth; he 
had no Children by his ſecond Wife, but had a 
Son and two Daughters, by his firſt Wife. His Son 
was converted, ſomewhat advanced in age; one of his 
Daughters died childleſs; ſome of the poſteri- 
ty of the other are now truly religious perſons, in 
the third generation from her, and fourth from her 


Mother; according to the bleſſed promiſe, 
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VIII. | 
Mary Joux Lewis. 


H E was the Daughter of John Lewis of 
Llannerch y Pant: an upright, honeſt, prudent 
Man, and a real friend to religion. She was married 


to Daniel John Rees, of the Hail, She was a Woman 
of 
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of a moſt excellent diſpoſition and temper of mind; 
free from pride, ſelf, and guile; meek, patient, benevo- 
lent, and beneficent, doing good to all about her, in 
the Family and out of the Family; and to the poor, 
as ſome thought to exceſs, Her Neighbour and 
Siſter in -the faith, Alice William Nicolas, thought 
ſhe was too indulgent, and was not as ſevere as ſhe 
ought to have been againſt evil perſons and things; 
and, it may be, this was the caſe, it being eaſy to go 
to an extreme on either file, It being perhaps 
as difficult for perſons of great patience and cool 
ſpirits to be always as zealous as they ought to be; as 
it is for paſſionate people to be as patient as they 
ought, upon all occafions. And it is an evil thing, 
and of evil conſequences, not to endeavour, both in 
principle and practice to keep up the difference be- 
tween good and evil. But, coming one time upon 
ſome buſineſs to the Arail Houſe when all the Family 
were abſent, except the good Woman of the Houſe ; 

who, being alone in the Houſe, was at prayer when 
Alice came to the Door, and overheard her ; and, from 
that time forth, eſteemed her more than ever. My 
father, who was at ſervice in the Frail uſe, greatly 
admir'd the excellence of her ways and conduct; and 
always ſpoke reſpectful of her. Among other ſti 
admir'd her patience and prudence in managing ſome 
croſs tempers in the Family. She was my Father's 
firſt Couſin being the Children of the two Brothers 
at Llannerch y Pant. She was a member at Peu-mæein; 
was not long lived; and left the beſt of Characters 
behind her. There were ſome who thought it an 
excellence_in any Woman to teſemble her, in her 
ways. There is reaſon to think that a greater bleſſing 
attended her, as ſhe was the daughter of a Man and 


Woman who kindly entertain'd thoſe who came to 


preach the Goſpel in the Pariſh, in difficult times, 
Q 2 | who 
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who ſtrongly prayed for the welfare of the Family, 
Many of her poſterity are religious, ſome are dead, and 
ſome alive, As to her perſon, ſhe was ſtout limb'd, 


and of a good complexion. 
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IX. | 
Frxances MorGar GiLts. 


RANCES Mok AN GiLEs, of the neighbour- 

ing Pariſh of Trevethin, was married to Edmund 
Daniel: was exactly ſuch a perſon as her Mother- 
in-law had been; and perfectly filled up her place; 
and had the ſame character. It was thought by 
ſome, and I alſo believe the ſame, that the providence 
of God brought her there in reward of her Mother- 
in-law's great charities ; and to continue the ſame, 
ſhe alſo joined in the Congregation at Pen-main, in 
AMonithiſlin Pariſh, and was an honourable mem- 
ber of it; but did not live very long, She left 
three Children behind her, two Sons and a Daughter, 

The two Sons became religious, and all thiee are now 

dead. She alſo was well made, of a ruddy com- 
plexion, and generally of a ſmiling countenance. 
But ſome may be ready to think, that theſe Women 
of ſuch excellent tempers and carriage (who had 
fewer croſſes, for they were not altogether without 
them, to keep down their corruption, and to help 
their grace) might not be as ſpiritual and ſtrong in 
grace as others, of inferior characters; to which the 
proper anſwer is, that indeed, a little meaſure of 
grace, in perſons of great natural virtue and good 
education will make a greater ſhew, than a much 
greater meaſure will, in perſons of very different 


ö diſpoſitions; and that leſs eroſſes are neceſſary for 
{ | thoſe 
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thoſe whoſe corruptions and temptations are leſs ; 
but then, Gop will have more glory, and religion 
more credit from thoſe of leſs grace and fairer cha- 
raters, than from thoſe of ſtronger grace, who have 
more corruption and temptations to oppoſe it; and to 
cauſe more irregularities and deformities in their 
outward lives, 


AFTER her death, her huſband married Mary the 
comely, fair Daugbter of Jeremiah James of Aber- 
tilery ; who alſo was a Woman of many excel- 
lencies, and went far to fill up the place of her 
predeceſſors, i in the Family and the Neighbourhood ; 
but not in the Church of Gop ; » for ſhe never 
joined in communion, tho” ſhe had a friendly fide 
that way: neither did her huſband, tho' he was an 
honeſt, wiſe, and creditable Man, and no enemy to 
religion; but not always good tempered, The bleſſing 
now ſeemed to decline in the Arail Houſe, the parents 
being dead, Their two Daughters, who were 
negligent of religion, were outed from the Farm, 
through the unkindneſs of Mr. Hanbury's Steward, 
who would raiſe the Rent above what they thought 
they were able to pay. And there is now a different 
kind of people come in place of the Family, who had 
lived there time out of mind; whether this was well 
done, the light of Eternity will ſhew. 
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X. 
Axxz RicHarD Jon. 


H E was the daughter of a very virtuous Woman 
of the Llannerch y Pant Family, who lived in 
Blaen Knome- Mythve, A Woman, who in reſpect of her 
| Induſtry, 


» J 
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Induſtry, in her. way of living, and virtuous mind, 
reſembled Solomon's virtuous Woman, Prov. xxxi. 
this, her Daughter Anne, was married to David 
Lewis, who had a ſmall Eſtate, of his own, in Ebwy- 
vawr. She was a Woman of a moſt excellent 
temper of mind, ſcarce, if at all, to be exceeded by 
any of her ſex in the World; for whoever were 
about her, ſhe was ſtill the ſame ; mild, affable, peace- 
able perſon: and, according to the diſpoſition of 
her heart, the law of kindneſs was always in her 
Mouth, without flattery and infincerity. She was 


" indeed like thoſe Fruits which are ſweet without 


a mixture of tartneſs, which ſome, tho' not all, like 
beſt; nor is it beſt in all caſes and e z 
for, ſome ſharpneſs, mixt with kindneſs, will do 
better than kindneſs alone, I have cauſe to believe 
that ſhe received her impreſſions of ſpiritual goodneſs, 
chiefly from the preaching of the Diſſenters at Ty 
yn y Veed, in that Neighbourhood, and was inclin'd 
to join with the Pen-main People; but her Huſband, 
who was a worldly Man, was averſe to that, and 
having no courage to bear the Croſs, took the Sacra- 
ment in the Pariſh Church, As to her perſon, ſhe 
was ſtout limb'd, yet not tall, Had a good ruddy 
complexion ;' and a very amiable countenance, ex- 
preſſive of her inward diſpoſition, | 
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| XY. 
MARY FOWEL. 


H E was the Siſter of Mr. John Powel, before 
mentioned, born at Treed jr Rhnw in Lanelli Parifþ. 
She was married to Richard the eldeſt Son of David 


Lewis, and of Anne Richard his Wife, before 
menti- 
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mentioned. And ſhe was very much ſuch a Woman 
as her Mother-in-law ; and was therefore reſpected 
by all about her, for her excellent and apparent 
goodneſs, But by ſome means or other, her Huſband 
went back in the World; and went to keep the Ale- 
Houſe by Abery/ftruth Church. She joined in our 
communion at Ebenezer ; and now and then came 
from thence to the LorD's Supper, thro' much 
difficulty and-a long way. After ſhe had lived ſome 
time in the Publick-houſe, ſhe became heartily tired 
with that kind of life; and more ſo as the time went 
on: And at laſt, the preſence, and ſpeech of Drunkards, 
became intolerable to her. Not being of a diſpoſition 
ſharp enough to contend much with thoſe who wanted 
more Drink than was fit; ſie would, as her Daughter 


told me, go out of the Houſe to walk in ſecret | 


places, ſaying to her daughter, Do thou refuſe drink 
to them, and perſuade them to go away.“ And having 
reſolved to go away from thence, did comfort herſelf 
with the thoughts of that circumſtance, (altho' 
poor Soul ſhe hardly knew how to live another way; 
being born and bred up in an Ale-houſe; having 
ſeveral Children, and her Huſband not the beſt ma- 
nager—) but before the time of removal came, ſhe 
died in September, 1756. ſome day in the week 
before our Sacrament day, which was the twelfth, 
on which I preached her funeral Sermon, from P/al. 
XC. 12. So teach us to number our days, that we may 
apply our hearts unto wiſdom not without divine 
aſſiſtance. But when I mentioned her before Gop 
and the people in prayer, at the Loxp's Supper, the 
preſence of Gop ſhined upon us. There was ſome- 
thing like the light of the Sun, in my ſpirit, at that 
time, which greatly affected myſelf and the congre- 
gation, It was to me a ſure ſign of her being taken 
into the glory of Gop ; and I believe all the Con- 
gregation 
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gregation took it ſo, I was affected with it many 
days afterward, I ſent this account to' her Brother, 
then in England, who greatly eſteemed her, and 
was concern'd for her; and he was very glad of the 
good ſign concerning her; and it was a comfort to him 
the reſt of his life. As to her perſon ſhe was rather 
fmall than Jargely made, rather amiable than beauti- 
ful, yet ſhe had no mean look ; and ſhe was a very 
amiable Woman in her diſpoſition. She died before 
her Huſband, Her eldeſt Son is a religious Man in 
the Church of England, and leads a ſober life. 
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| XII. XIII. 
SARAH THOMAS EDwaRD : and CECILIA her Siſter. 


H E was the Daughter of Thomas Edward 

of Pen-Rhiw-llech, towards the. lower end of 
Hawvodavel Mount. She was, I ſuppoſe, converted 
as many others were, under the Miniſtry of Ar. 
John Harris of Pen-main, where ſhe joined in com- 
munion, and became a famous member, After her 
converſion, the Sun of righteouſneſs ſhone brightly 
upon her Soul; but it was like the hot ſhining of the 
Sun before Clouds, and the darkening of the Sky, 
for ſhe fell into trouble of mind, ſo that ſhe took to 
her Bed with it; in which ſhe would yet ſometimes 
ſing Pſalms. By this lifting up and caſting down, 
and being lifted up again, ſhe became a very experi- 
mental, ſpiritual, minded Chriſtian, Her life alſo 
being ſhort, the Logo enlarged her heart, and ſhe 
ran the ways of his commandments, as David ſpeaks 
Pſalm exix. 32. Being raiſed from her trouble, ſhe 
was married to Andrew John Philip, of the ſame 


communion, and a real Chriſtian, who long outlived 
her 
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her, and without reproach to the end of his life ; being 


a ſtrict, honeft Man, and GS in the ſervice of 


oe 


| Sax e's great lover of the word of Gop, for it 
was obſerved; of her, that ſhe had the Bible in her lap, to 
read, in nurfifig her Children. An honeft religious Man 
who lived a while in the ſame houſe with her, declared 
ſeveral titties; in my hearing, that he never ſaw the 
like of her. When the people of Pen-main were in 
Confuſion, and much divided about the choice of a 
Miniſter; after Mr. H. “s ejectment. ſor drunken- 
neſs, ſne wrote a Letter to the Church about it, which 
for piety and wiſdom, was admired by all. She 
and Alice William Nicolas, of Aber-beeg were looked 
upon as a couple of the wiſeſt Women in Abery/ftruth 


meeting, with I. D. one of the eleven perſons who left 


Ptn-main, and went to the Baptifts, ſhe told her, in diſ- 
courſe, that ſhe had done Iixe one who had exfchinjped 
4 Freehold for a leafe of one life. And I heard this 
Woman, who was a very creditable Woman, and of 
many excellencies, greatly commending Sarah Thomas 
Edward, ſpeaking to this purpoſe. That ſhe was 


4 very notable Chriſtian, the like of whom ſhe had 


not been acquainted with, The remembrance of 
this, and of other excellent perſons belonging to Pen- 
main, it may be; made her ſay upon her death 
Bed, to one of the Pen- main People, who came to 
ſee her, that ſhe thought there had been more in 
Baptiſm than ſhe had found in it. Her meaning, I 
ſuppoſe, muſt have been, that ſhe had not found her ſelf 
better after ſhe had been Rebaptized, and had changed 


her communion, Sarah Thomas had ſomething 


of a ſpirit of prophecy; for going with my Father, 
into the meeting at Aber-tilery, when I was about 


ſeven or eight years old, ſhe looked upon me, and 


R . ſaid 
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ſaid to my Father, that I ſhould become a preacher 
of the Goſpel. . There was nothing in me then, nor 
a long while after, from whence ſhe might fetch her 
prediction ; being averſe to the power of religion. 
She alſo fore-told the time of her own death. The 
mercy of Gop to her hath extended to the fourth 
generation, to her Children and Children's Children ; 
according to the promiſe, which is the Saints free- 
hold, which they ſhould. believe and plead with Gop 
in prayer, who will not deny his own word. 11 


XIII. Axp here I ſhould not forget her Sifter 
Cecilia Thomas, who alſo. was.a very excellent 
Woman; free from every kind of Vice, and branch 
of evil temper, but compleat and full in the oppoſite 
excellencies, After frequent converſation with her, 
I neyer could ſee any deformity; in, her temper 
and conduct, When I think of it, I cannot but 
heartily wiſh to ſee very many like her. Indeed ſhe 
did not join in Church communion till ſhe was old; 
for as ſhe was very nice in her conduct and morality, 
and that, not upon proud Phariſaical principles, but 
upon evangelical principles, ſhe, was deter'd from 
joining from the confuſion and miſconduct of many 
profeſſors; but at laſt was weary of liring out of 
communion, and joined at Pen- main. They were 
three Siſters, and being of opinion that the Sabbath 
did not end before day, would not riſe on Monday 
Morning, even tho' their Father called them to riſe, 


to whom they were always obedient in other things; 


but would not obey him to a ſuppoſed breach of the | 
fourth commandment. They did not, indeed, anſwer 
him and ſay mo, but there they lay, until it was 
day. After ſome time he gave over calling them, 
underſtanding, likely, the meaning of it, This I 


had from an honeſt Man who ſerved in the Family. 
Cecilia 


\ 
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Cecilia and her ſiſter Fane both lived unmarried, 
tho' they were Heireſſes, ſo the Eſtate came to be 
poſſeſs'd by the two Sons of their Siſter Sarah, one 
after another; for her eldeſt Son Joſhua, a Man 
of great knowledge and virtue, and a great reader, 


died unmarried, 
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XIV. 


Mrs. MARGARET PoweL. 
[1 


H E was born at Havodavel, and was tho 


Daughter of very creditable virtuous parents. 
Married when ſhe was very young, to the Rev. Mrs 
John Powel, Curate of the Pariſh. A real good Man, 


and a ſound preacher of the Goſpel. By what means 
ſhe was converted I know not, but really converted 
The was, which I came to know in the following 
manner. Being gone to the burial of Abraham 
Andrew, who upon the way, had lived in the upper 
end of Tilery Valley upon a ſmall Eſtate of his own. 
He was a profeſſor of religion at Pen-main, and tho' of 
no great knowledge and ſpirituality, yet was a Man 
perfectly honeſt, before all, and no ſpot of immorality 
in his whole conduct, and having no Children left a 
Legacy to help the Miniſtry at Pen-main, and the 
Eftate to the right Heir. In going from the Houſe 
towards the Church with the Corps, and little liking 
the diſcourſe of the people, I went before the com- 
pany ; and ſhe alſo, I believe, not liking the diſcourſe 
of the people, for young converts will not, for any 
long time, like a diſcourſe in which there is nothing 
of Gop. She ſeeing me come by my ſelf, ſaid, And 
do you come by your ſelf? ” As it ſhe ſaid, you want 


company, and ſtay for me; and there being a lang 
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way to the Church, we walked together at fome 
diſtance from the company, And. here, to my great 
Joy, I had an opportunity to find that ſhe was not 
only a living ſoul, but that ſhe was alſo very liyely. 
'The divine influence ſeemed, to me, to be in her pre- 
ſence and diſcourſe. I had heard indeed of her conver- 
ſion before, and now had comfortable experience of 
it, and ſtill I think of it with pleaſure. Some thing 
the more as ſhe was a diſtant relation. Mr, Powel, 
her Huſband, to!d me afterward, that ſhe would watch 
long to confer about ſpiritual things, as if her ſleep 
in ſome meaſure had departed from her. - Her Eyes 
geemed to glow in heavenly conferences, a ſure ſign 
of an awakened ſoul, preparing for Eternity. 


Ax the truth is, ſhe did not live long. But ſhe had 
one great croſs before her death ; for that famous 
preacher, Mr. Daniel Rowland, being deſired to preach 
in Aberyſtruth Church, ſome of the chief Pariſhioners- 
violently and fooliſhly oppos'd it, with great noiſe, 
and, ainong the reſt, her Father oppoſed, who at 
other times was a very good tempered Man, This 
grieved her exceedingly, and almoſt broke the 
heart of this amiable Chriftian ; and ſome thought 

 thatit ſhortened her days. I am not ſure of that, but 
der Mother, an honeſt, friendly, peaceable Woman, 
complained heavily to me about it, and there was 
no perſuading of her, but that they - had vexed 
her Daughter to death, and would no more take the 
Sacrament in the Church, as ſhe had done before; 

| » other good people alſo left their communion, as 
Morgan Jones, Jane David, a very humble Chriſ- 
tian, &, And who can help theſe people, who, tho' 
they talk of the Church fo much, and blame ſuch as 
do not come to it, and yet by their perverſeneſs drive 
away people from it. But I hope no ſuch riotous 

oppoſi- 
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oppoſition will be made again by Abery/truth Church. 
Mrs, Powel complained to me of the want of religion 
in her Father's houſe. The want of prayer and 
religious order. My Father will read good Books, 
ſaid ſhe, but ſay nothing to the Children, i, e. her 
Brother and Sifters playing and keeping a noiſe 
about him, &c. Some may, perhaps, wonder ſhe 
ſhould accuſe her parents to me; but be it con- 
ſider'd that young converts, having their minds 
enlightened by the light of Gor, have an exquiſite 
fight and taſte of goqd and evil, and are proportio- 
nally affected: beſides ſhe knew that I wiſhed her 
parents well, and/did coincide with her concern; and 
to whom elſe will a perſon declare bis trouble, but to 
ſuch as will ſympathize with him ? As to her perſon 
ſhe was of a ſufficient ſize, had a beautiful counte- 
nance and an aſpect that commanded reſpect, where- 
ever ſhe came; fo that none could look upon her 
without taking ſome particular notice of. her, Her 
parents were perſons in good circumſtances, and 
upon the account of their excellent moral qualities 
greatly eſteemed, by all that knew them ; and when 
young-were both of them of remarkable good perſon- 
al appearance. Their Daughter was a very amiable 
Chriſtian, and an honour to the Havadavel Family, 
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Xv. 
Joan Jonx. 


E was born in the Valley of the Church, He 
was the ſtrongeſt, and very comely, if not the 
comelieſt Man in the Pariſh ; being largely and well 
made, every way. His countenance alſo was amiable, 


and wherever I ſaw him, after I became experimen- 
tall 
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tally acquainted with ſpiritual things, I ſtill wiſhed 
for his converſion, which did not come to paſs until 
he was pretty far in age. And it was to the beſt of 
my knowledge about the time, or not long after, 
Mr. Howell Harris's exhortations that he began 
to be awakened ; but what moſt effectually wrought 
upop him, was, his dreaming that the day of 
Judgement was come near the Pariſh Church; 
and, being forely afraid, he was not fit to appear in 
Judgement, he wanted to hide himſelf from the face 
of the Judge; therefore he hid himſelf, in his dream, 
under the bottom of the Stairs, which led up to the 
Belfry, thinking he would not be ſeen there; but 
when he looked up, he ſaw the Divine Judge look- 
ing upon him, and that he had hid himſelf in vain; 
ſo he awoke in terror, and great concern, and 
fully reſolv'd to turn to Gop, and ſerve him to the 
end of his life; and grace was given him to perform 
his reſolution, Before his converſion, he was not 
remarkably immoral, nor very ignorant, but rather 
a moral, knowing, judicious Man. He joined in 
communion in the Baptiſts Church at Tilery; where 
his Father, before him, had been a Member, who was 
now dead. Some time aſter, but not very long after 
his converſion, he fell ſick of a tedious, yet not very 
painful ſickneſs z in which time he was often viſited 
by ſeveral young perſons, moſt of them belonging to 
Pen-main, who at his deſire, and to his great ſatis- 
faction prayed for him. And they ſaw with pleaſure 
his heavenly mindedneſs, and reſignation to the will 
of Gon, and that his ſoul was high lifted up above 
earthly things, with which he had been converſant 
enough, and which he was now ſoon to leave, His 
Daughter, who is ſtill alive, was in younger years 
a very beautiful Woman, but I do not hear of her 
religion. I heartily wiſh ſhe may be ſaved. 


Johx 
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XVI. 
JohN HARRY Lewis. 


: E was the Father of John John, and, I ſupple, 
| alſo born in Koome yr Hiruth, in the V alley of 
the Church, where his Son lived agd died. He alſo 
was ſtoutly made and very ftrong, and of a more 
ſevere diſpoſition than. his Son, who was peaceable 
and mild; accordingly the Loxp uſed a rougher 
method with him in the time of his converſion ; for 
he was exceedingly broke and caſt down, almoſt 
to deſpair, from which he recovered with difficulty. 
By means of the heavy exerciſes of his mind, and 
the goodneſs of Gop in the time of his converſion, 
he became a very experimental, ſpiritual, minded 
Chriſtian, And this was the reaſon why he had 
but little oppinion of ſuch as had but a ſlight con- 
viction of their evil ſtate by nature, and ſuddenly 
Joined in communion ; of which he gave the fol- 
lowing inſtance ; for ſpeaking to a fellow workman, 
a young Man, who had lately married a young Wo- 
man of the Baptiſts Church, whereof he himſelf was a 
Member, who had been ſoon received into commu- 
nion, but whether a little before, or a little after 
his Marriage, he was received, I cannot tell. But he 
in a manner ridicul'd it, ſaying, ** Oh, he became a 
Chriſtian very ſoon,— He had Grace very ſoon.” — 
And indeed experience hath often ſhewed in many 
places, that many evils have come to paſs from receiv- 
ing many ſuch perſons, and in ſuch a manner, into 
communion. I have this to add concerning him, 
that his fellow work-man thought that the ſtrength 
of his Arms was extraordinary, He died near the 
beginning of this Century, Wir- 
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XVII. 
WIILIAU WALTER RETNOIL V. 


E lived pretty high up in the Palley of Tilery, 

upon his own Eftate, He was an excellent 
Chriſtian in the Baptiſts communion. So exact and 
conſcientious in his ways (Oh that all Profeſſors were 
ſuch) that like Demetrius of old, he had a good repoit 
of all, He died in an advanc'd age, but I remember 
not the time of his death. He was an honour to his 
Relations, and to the Church to which he belonged, 


5. C 


XVIII. XIX. 


Tous WiLLians : and MARGARET WILLIAMS, 
his Siſter, 


o TE of the very reſpectable Havodavel 

Family, and lived upon Havedavel. I ſuppoſe, 
but am not ſure, that they were converted by the 
popular preaching of Mr. Enock Francis, a famous 
Baptiſt preacher; and they joined in that commu- 
nion. They both lived together ſingle and died 
_ unmarried. They were both perſons of ſubſtance 
in the World; and he left a Legacy at his death to 
help the meeting they belonged to, As for their 
moral character, it was unexceptionable and without 
blemiſh, Not only innocent and harmleſs, but 
friendly, affable, and beneficent to all about them. 
They were in all things plain and honeſt, and no 
branch of evil temper to be ſeen in them; ſo they, 
together with Mr. Edmund Williams, and Mrs. 

Margatet 
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Margaret Powel are at once an honour, and an 
example to the Havodavel F amily, that they alſo 
being influenc'd thereby, may give good example to 
others for their own benefit, honour, and joy; both 
in this life, and that which is to come. 
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XX. 
ELIZABETH ROGER. 


H E was the youngeſt Daughter of Roger 

Morgan of Clin Mawr, and of Margaret Zacha- 
rias his Wife, and my Mother's only Siſter ; who, 
tho' ſhe had divers natural virtues, yet lived without 
the fear of Gop, until her laſt ſickneſs, which was 
a lingering conſumption, and this was partly in her 
nature; but helped on by divers great afflictions and 
troubles, which in part ſhe brought uportherſelf, thro' 
careleſſneſs and want of foreſight. But the Lorp 
had mercy on her, and ſhe became greatly altered 
in her laſt ſickneſs; for then her mind was enlight- 
ened, to ſee fin in a very particular manner and mea- 
ſure, both in her ſelf, and in the World about her, 
The leaft ſight and ſenſe of it was now very diſa- 
greeable to her. It ſeemeth to me, in the after con- 
ſideration of it, that her ſpiritual fight hearing and 
ſenſe were very exquiſite; and in this kind of medi- 
tation her ſleep went from her. Being then a young 
Lad, nine or ten years old, boarding in the Houſe 
near the School, ſhe defired me to fleep in the ſame 
Room with her, that ſhe might confer with me about 
the Scripture, and ſpiritual things ; there being none 
in the Houſe, neither her Huſband nor any one elſe, - 
with whom ſhe might ſo converſe. And altho' then 


I had no delight in ſpiritual things, nor a long while 
8 after, | 
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after, yet ſhe would talk with me atid keep me 
awake for converſation ; having none elſe to whom 
| ſhe might confer about thoſe things. 


Suk was very deſirous to hear the word of Gop 
read, for ſhe could not read her ſelf, my Grand- father 
living profuſely, tho' he had a ſmall Eſtate of his 
own, took no care of the Education of his Children. 
There was no Bible in the Houſe, but an old Welſh 
New Teſtament, in which ſhe defired me to read, 
which I did; but alas ! with little, or no delight, and 
not as ing and as long as ſhe deſired : and I am 
ſorry for it to this hour, If I remember right, ſhe 
took particular delight in our Saviour's Sermon 
in the fifth of Matthew. , Her hopeful way of dying 
was known in all the Neighbourhood, and reſpect- 
fully ſpoken of, And a Poet, in the Pariſh, in an 
Elegy made for her very truly, and properly expreſs'd 
her happy change. I heard him fing it to my Mo- 
ther, which ſhe heard with tears, mixt with conſolati- 
on. She has been dead near 70 years. She was a very 
comely Woman, ſomewhat ſlender, tall, and handſome. 
And her countenance ſo well formed, and ſo amiable, 
that I cannot imagine how it could be more fo. 
And for a long time I thought it a beauty in any 
perſon, Male or Female, who had any reſemblance of 
her Countenance. In ſome picture of Queen Eliza- 
beth, the beſt of the kind, I have ſeen a reſemblance 
of her Face, which I have ſeen in no other Picture. 
Her Huſband was Morgan William Zacharias, who 
had a ſmall Eſtate of his own. He outlived her a long 
time, for ſhe died in a middle age: he alſo was her 


firſt Cans, 


Bor as ſome may queſtion the truth of her death 


bed repentance, I will venture to relate an extraor- 
dinary 
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dinary ſupernatural thing, which I underwent upon, 
this account. For as I was going to write the above 
account of my Aunt's ſickneſs, repentance, and 
death, on the eighteenth day of laſt July, I was after 
a precegding calmneſs in my mind, ſuddenly influ- 
enc'd into a mighty, ſweet, heavenly weeping; one 
of the ſtrongeſt fits of weeping and crying that ever 
I had ſince my turning unto Gop. The frame of 
my mind was then deeply humble and with great 
reverence to the Majeſty of Gop, 1. ſaid in prayer, 
Oh, my Logp, I bat am I to write about her ? Halt 
77 had mercy upon my poor Aunt ? If thou haſt 
5 meant myſelf and all her relations) we ſhall not 
haye done loying and praiſing thee to all Eternity. 
of thought it ſounded in my mind, write, All is - 
well FR is among the * Tnou malt ſee 
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"Which is Plain xxxvii. 4. In Welſh Metre, 


IxpEED I am ſtill afraid of deluſions upon ſuch 
— — occaſions, which, it ſeems, come to 
paſs upon me, beyond "moſt others, and would 
have been afraid now; but that I had at this time 
a very ſenſible diſpoſition to humility and revers 
ence before Gos, and a taſte of holineſs, much 
more than I had before this ſudden change; for as 
Dr, Matts faith in one of his Hymns; But Satan 
cannot love, ſo I ſay the deluding enemy cannot 
imitate: humility and reverence to Gop; yet ſtill 1 
was deſirous to be farther aſſured of her ſalvation. 
And this was graciqufly granted to me an unworthy 
ſervant of the Loxp; for it ſounded in my mind to 


S 2 go 
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go out of the Houſe, I did fo, and the ſweet, heavenly, 
weeping and praying frame returned, I took it as a 
good ſign of her ſalvation, yea it ſounded in my 
mind again. All is well; and as the Lox liveth 
it is ſo, Oh, howſhall T rejoice to tee that my dear 
Mother's only Siſter is paſſed thro' this ſinful miſera- 
ble World into the everlaſting Peace of Gop. Tho” 
when ſhe ſpoke then to me, I had little delight in 
her ſpeeches of the wickedneſs of the World, and 
of the vanity of earthly things, tho? even then young, 
as I was, I thought it was rather good, but they 
dwelt upon my mind ever ſince, and came to be 
a delightful remembrance, Any ſerious perſon that 
ſaw. her would have thought it a pity that ſo amiable 
a perſon ſhould go to Hell. She was not well uſed 
in her laſt ſickneſs, no care taken, to give her ſuch 
things as ſhe could take, in her great weakneſs, of 
which ſhe herſelf, I think, took no great notice; but 
ſhe muſt, as all others, bear the Croſs in her way to 
the eternal World. And bleſſed be Gop for the 
Soul healing Croſs of Jxsus CHRIST. 


XXI. 
Welle Lopowie, dl Ti 17. 


E was a Member of the Baptiſt Sins, | 
was an honeſt Chriſtian; and towards the 
latter end of his life, was very lively in the ſpiritual 
life, and abounding in holy exerciſes, continually 
praying to Gop, or ſpeaking religiouſly to thoſe 
about him ; and thereby giving a good example to 
all that ſaw it, and have heard, and ſhall hear of it. 
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35 Furs en WILLIAM. . ? | 
E was born in the lower end of the Church 
| Valliy. Was hinder'd from 'Sabbath-breaking 
by a remarkable token of Gop's diſpleaſure againſt 

it, After which he always led a moral life, but 

was converted, or at leaſt revived, in his latter days, 
in the time of the great revival in the Pariſh, already 
mentibned; and joined at Pen-main. He became very 
ſerious in his latter days. With pleaſure I obſerved, 
and with pleafure I remember the humble, holy calm- 
neſs, which was the greateſt beauty of the Soul, appar- 
ent in his countenance and ſpeech. He made a good 
and happy end to the joy of many. As to his petſon 
he was tall, and of a good countenance, and lived on 
2 ſmall "Eſtate of his Gees 0 | Z i 
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E was the ſon of Jane Lund i Addn 7 
a Pant, in the Valley of the Church, and of Blanch 
William of the ſame Valley.” He was by nat#te- more 
virtuous than many, yet a ſinner before Gon, and 
a Sabbath-breaker, as many of the young men of 
the Pariſh were; and they were not reſtrained; ' But 
kearing of the famous preaching: of Me. Howel 
Williams, the Curate of Bedwellty Pariſh, he together 
with ſome other young Men of Abery/truth, went on 


a certain LoxD's-day to hear him; and being there 
before 
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before time, went, according to their manner, at 
home, to play ball in the Church- yard. Mr. Williams 
came upon them unawares, and reproved them for it - 
upon which they put on their. Cloaths, and followed 
him to the Church; where he preached againſt breaking 
the Loxp's day, By hearing which, my Father was 
convinc'd of the evil of Sabbath breaking, and went 
home with that conyiction upon his mind; but being 
then ill cerate, and nane about him to diſcourſe 
religiouſly, che fire of his convictions was. likely to 

be loſt, | However he went out to meditate. op the 
ſucceeding Loxp's day, and going in ſight of his 
companions, who broke the ſabbath, he reſolyed to 
go to them to teptove them for it; but when. he went 
among them, his heart fail'd him, and be had no 
power to reprove them 3 on: the contrary be yielded 
to their perſuaſion. to play with them, for that time, 
but went home with a ſick, conſcience z and to mend 
the matter, determin'd to go the pext. Logp's 5 day 
to bear his teſtimony againſt playing on that 
day ; but being a Man of no great natural courage, 
and the enemy of all good being ſtrong among them, 
his heart fail'd him again, and he was peiſuaded to 
do as they did ; ſo that he loſt his convictions, and 
broke the Sabbath as before: there being many 
to perſuade him to it, and few or none to diſſuade 
him from it. 8 


Bur hearing of a iamous Diſſenting PEN 21 
was Mr. John Harris of Pen- main; who on a certain 
Lord's day was to preach at a place called Sych-pant, 
in Monithifloin Pariſh, he went there to hear him; and 
was there before time, when the Preacher came out, 
and pot being a big perſonable Man, like the Cuiate of 
Bedwellty, but a little Man, though of a very fair 


l rn my Father nal deſpiſed him; for he 
thought 
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thought him unequal to the great congregation which 
was come to hear him. But though Mr. Harris was 
rather a little Man, yet he had a ſtrong clear Maſcu- 
line voice, indeed one of the beſt of voices that a 
Man could hear; ſomething very delicate and delight- 
ful in it, and alſo in his face and countenance. 
But my Father had not yet heard his voice and 
ſpeech. He gave great attention to his prayer. 
After prayer the preacher took his text in Adatth. 
xxiii. 37, 38. O Jeruſ lem, Jeruſulam, thou that killeſt 
the prophets, and flonef} thom which are ſent unto thee, 
how often would I have gathered thy children together, even 
as a Hen gathereth her Chickens under her Wings, and 
ye world not / The laſt verſe of the text, Behold, your 
Honſe is left unto you defolate, more eſpecially affected 
him, and more than fully retort'd his former convic- 
tion, and cauſed him to ſay in himſelf; „ This is 
to me, the LoxD hath left me becauſe I have 
broken the Sabbath after reſolutions to the contrary.” 
He went home under a deep concern and full reſolu- 
tions to leave his former courſe, and to ſerve the 
Lon all his days; and he had grace to keep his 
reſolutions, to the day of his death. In this diſpofi- 
tion of mind he attended divine fervice in the Pariſh 
Church, There was indeed no preaching in the 
Church at that time, the Curate did only read the 
Common prayer, and ſometimes the Homilies, 
Thinking they would be glad to hear of his change 
of mind, and would give him ſome good advice to 
go on in the good way, he ventur'd to tell his mind, 
and to declare the concern he was under, to ſome of 
the more ſubſtantial Church-men, whom he thought 
the moſt likely to attend to what he ſhould ſay, and 
to adviſe him well; but to his great ſurprize met 
with diſappointment inſtead of encourapement; for 


the adviſe they gave him was of this ſort : To be 
merry 
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merry and cheerful, to go to merry company, alſs 
not to think too much of thoſe other things, leſt 
he ſhould loſe his ſenſes; &c, YEE 


BgixG a young Man, and of a modeſt diſpoſition, 
he choſe not to diſpute with elderly men, but ſaid 
in himſelf, -*© You are never the near to ſpeak 
fo to me, I am ſure of it, it is now I am coming 
to my ſenſes.” Greatly. wondering that a people 
frequenting the worſhip. of Gop, whom he thought 
to be of the ſame diſpoſition with himſelf, that they 
took no delight in a Man's being concern'd about 
the ſalvation of his Soul, which he thought, and 
juſtly thought, to be the main concern of the mind, 
ſuperior to all other conſiderations ; but that they 
rather thought amiſs of it, and what good ſuch peo- 
ple could have in the place of worſhip ; farther 
faying in himſelf, © Are all like theſe? Are there no 
people. that approve of a perſon's being concern'd 
about the ſalvation of his ſoul ? ”” He then thought to 
go to the Meetings of the Diſſenters, towards whom, 
| before, he was rather prejudic'd in the behalf of the 
Church, and to ſee what they would ſay to him; 
accordingly went, and after Sermons followed them 
in the way home to hear what they ſpoke, and 
hearing them ſpeak about ſpiritual things, ventured 
to relate his caſe to ſome of the principal among 
them ; and received the following kind of anſwer. 
That they were glad to hear he was come to ſuch 
a mind, and adviſed him to beware of bad com- 
pany, or he would loſe his convictions, to beware 
of breaking the Sabbath any more, to continue to 
hear the word of Gop, and to frequent the compa- 
ny of religious people, &c. Upon which he ſaid in 
himſelf. I muſt follow ſuch people as theſe, or 


I do not know what will become of me; and ſo 
| did : 
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did: and after ſome time joined the congregation 
at Pen-main, under the care of Mr, John Harris, who 
had been the inſtrument of his converſion : he 
was a credit to his profeſſion, few more ſo, than he 
Was, and fincerely ſerved the Lorp all his days. 


Fox he was ever watchful, keeping conſcience 
void of offence towa ds Gop and Man, in ſpeech 
and aCtion, or as the Prophet words it. By walking 
Tighteouſly, and ſpeaking uprightly, Jai. xxXiii. 15. 
He had deep reve:ential thoughts of che Almighty, 
whom he feared above what many other profeſſors did; 


and greatly reſpected the word of Gop, which he would 


pertinently quote, upon diverſe occaſions, occur- 
ring before him, eſpecially expreſſions out of the 
Book of Proverbs; heing a judicious, prudent obſerver 
of the courſe of the World, and of Gop's providence 
about it, It was as eaſy to turn a Mountain from 
its place, as to turn him from integrity and honeſty ; 
by which means, and his watchfulneſs to ſpeak and 
act aright, ( a thing lamentably wanting in many 
profeſſors) he had neatly an univerſal good character, 
both within and without the Church. It was a ſaying 
of his, that people ſhould go with their religion with 
them into Fairs, Markets, and wherever they went; 
and he himſelf gave an example of it. He lived 
proſperouſly in 'the World, and lived long, being 
87 years of age when he died. It cannot be ſaid 
that he had the conſolations of Gop at his death, yet 


he was not afraid of death, but expected the Angels 


to fetch him to Heaven, and well he might, for he 
had a foundation for this bleſſed branch of faith, 
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XXIV. 
Tus life of my Mother: KaTHERINE MoRGAN. 


H E was the eldeſt Daughter of Roger Morgan 

8 of Clin Mawr, at the fide of Mount Kellie, and 
lower end of the Valley of the Church, and of Mar- 
garet Zacharias of the ſame Valley, The beginning of 
her converſion was thus. My Uncle Edu und Roger, 
her eldeſt Brother, being convinc'd, and indeed really 
converted to the Lok p, as were divers other young 
perſons about Abertilery, under the, then, popular 
Miniſtry of Mr. John Harris of Pen-main, his Father, 
a Man greatly alienated from the life of godlineſs, 
| hated and perſecuted him for it; ſo that when he 
fell ſick, he was obliged to lie in a Neighbour's 
Houſe; where his temper and converſation were 
ſo heavenly, that it was a means of bringing his 
Siſter, my Mother, who there tended him, into a 
concern about her ſpiritual ſtate z and to frequent the 
ſame Miniſtry : and about the twentieth year of her 
age ſhe joined at Pen-main, When ſhe and my 
Father were a little paſt thirty, for they were nearly 
of the ſame age; they were married, and having 
ſaved Money by their ſervices, they took to a little 
Farm at Pen y Llwyn in the Church Valley; where, 
by great induſtry and frugality they were able to 
pay the rent, and increaſe a little in their ſubſtance. 
After Six years they removed from thence, into Tir 
y Sais, in the Valley of Tilery, where they remained five 
yeats, and increaſed more in their ſubſtance : but 
the Land-lord coming there himſelf, they removed 
from thence, into Pen y Kae, in the Valley of Ebwy, 
where they lived the reſt of their days; and yet 
Rill increaſed in the World, As 
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As to her. diſpoſition and. ways, She- was plain 
and honeſt, far from pride and ſelf boaſting, guile or 
deceit ; ſo that with pleaſure I remember how far 
ſhe was from theſe things, and from levity and every - 
kind of wildneſs in her ſpeech, in compariſon of many 
others in the World. I can never remember to 
have heard either of my parents ſpeak a word of 
untruth, or the truth guilefully at any time, or in any 
caſe ; nor were they very loquacious at any time; but 
always ſpoke ſincerely and plain, A great inſtance 
of her honeſty I am now going to declare, For 
when I was a young lad, and obſerved to be ſtudi- 
ouſly inclin'd, and leſs wild than moſt of my age, 
there was talk, among ſome of my parents friends, 
in the Church of Pen-main, about ſending me to 
ſome great School, to be brought up for the Mini- 
ſtry ; I liked this, ſeeing the Miniſtry was an ho- 
nourable Office, and free from worldly labour ; while 
at the ſame time I was an unconverted ſinner, and 
had a ſecret averſion, which was not a little ſtrong, 
againſt the power of religion ; altho* I did not ſhew 
it to others, yet ſufficiently ſhewed it, upon the tollow- 
ing occaſion ; for in thoſe days, being alone with 
my Mother in the Houſe, ſhe commanded me to 
beg a bleſſing, upon the meat before us, but having 
a devliſh heart, I refuſed to do it, and even cried 
becauſe ſhe urged me to it; being exceedin ly averſe 
to ſpeak unto Gop, with whom I was not yet recon- 
ciled, which when ſhe ſaw, my good Mother ſaid, 
„ Thou to be a preacher ! Thou art not fit for 
it, &c. ” I ſuppoſe ſhe told my Father of this, and 
there was no more talk of my going to School, in 
order to be brought up to the Miniſtry ; becauſe 
was indeed to be brought up to the Miniſtry in 
another way, which ſhall be ſhewed, if Gop give me 
time for it, in the account of my Life, which I intend 
to write, No more talk, (and I am glad there was 

RS not) 
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not) of my going into the Miniſtry ; until it pleaſed 
Gop, of his infinite goodneſs and free grace, to convert 
me, and give a fundamental and eſſential fitneſs for 
this great and important work, 


WELL had it been, for the cauſe of Gop among 
the Diſſenters, had many parents, yea ſuch as were 
truly pious, my dear Mother's honeſty, not to 
fend their Children, either to the Univerſities, or the 
Academies of the Diſſenters, in order to be Miniſters 
of the Goſpel, before they were reconcil'd to Gop, 
and had received the grace and gifts of Gop's ſpirit, 
to fit them for it; for then ſo many peſtilent Here- 
ticks, Deiſts, Socinians, Arians, Arminians, Antino- 
mians, &c. had not been ſent forth out of theſe 
Schools to Plague the Church of Gop; to deſtroy 
the power, and even the true form of religion, to their 
own and others hurt. Oh that all pious parents 
did imitate the example of my parents in this 
grand affair ! It would be unſpeakably well for them- 
ſelves, and the whole Church of Gop. Dr. Conder 
of London hath excellently well ſhewn, in a Pam- 
phlet publiſhed many years ago, the evil of ſending 
unconverted Men into the Miniſtry, I wiſh that 
Pamphlet, ſo well written upon that important 
ſubject, was republiſhed : and why is it not? | 


SHE was not without remarkable changes in the 
courſe of life, In her younger days her temper of 
mind and diſpoſition was not anſwerable to her 
profeſſion, as it ought to have been; for ſhe was 
too careful and buſy about the World, and did not 
mind religion and ſpiritual things, as ſhe ought to 
have done; out of the way in ſeveral things, and 
this was a trouble to my Father. Children will 


take more notice of their parents faults and virtues 
than 


- 
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than their parents are aware of; and ſo did I when 
yery young and in my natural ſtate ; for even then 
I ſaw that my Father walked uprightly, and I was ſure 
of his goodaeſs and happineſs. My Mother I thought 
toolittle followed his example, and was afraid of her 
going to hell, and for a time Joſt my ſlecp upon it; 
for I could not bear the thoughts of her going into 
everlaſting torments, It dwells not upon my mind 
that ſhe mended much before her Son was converted 
_. unto Gop, and came to preach the Goſpel, which much 
affected her and ca ſed a change for the better; more 
eſpecially I obſerved this, after the fourth Sermon (I 
think it was) which I preached at Pen-main, from 
1 Pet. 1. 3, 4. Bleſſed be the God, and Father of our 
Lord TFeſus Chrift, which, according to his abundant 
mercy, hath begotten us again, unto a lively hope, by the 
reſurrection of Jeſus Chrift from the dead, to an inberi- 
fance incorruptible, and undefiled, and that fadeth not 
away, reſerved in heaven for you, under which ſhe was 
fo affected that after Sermon ſhe almoſt fainted, and 
ſat upon the ground of the meeting-houſe yard, and 
could ſay little more than this,“ Bleſs Gop for 
me, ” which ſhe often repeated. As the very hot 
ſhining of the natural Sun is uſually before change 
of weather, ſo this very hot ſhining of the Sun of 
righteouſnefs upon my dear Mother's ſoul, was be. 
fore a long courſe of troubles, which was coming 
upon me, her Son, in which ſhe bore a part, and 
which began that very day, in the Miniſter of the 
place, beginning to envy my ſuppoſed popularity, and 
reſpect among the people, 


From this time forth ſhe appeared very much 
like another perſon. Thoroughly awake, affectionate, 
lively and zealous in divine things, calm and patient, 


and having a tender conſcience in the ſmalleſt things. 
The 


= 
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The Loxp indeed was near her, often moving her 
to prayer, beyond her ſtated times, If there was com- 
pany, and the houſe being but little, in the day time, 
ſhe would go out into the Wood, and Hedge: ſides, to 
pray alone, becauſe ſhe made uſe of her voice 
in prayer, I know that to make ule of the voice in 
private prayer is cenſured by ſome, but I never ſpoke 
againſt it to her, knowing that ſhe was as far from 
pride and hypocritical oſtentation, as I think a perſon 
could poſſibly be; for pride and ſelf ſeemed not 
to be in her nature. She was in that reſpect an 
extraordinary ſort of a Woman; and bleſſed are they 
in whom is no guile, P/alm. XxXil. 2. She was 
always, ready to ſhew kindneſs and charity to the 
poor, but now more ſo than before. She now 
abounded in works of charity, And as my parents 
lived very frugal and plain in food and cloathing, 
&c, were very induſtrious, and the Loxrp bleſſed 
them, ſhe was able to do much, in the way of charity, 
Not but there were other charitable Women in the 
Pariſh, of greater ability than ſhe, who was but a 
farmer's wife, and were ready to ſhew charities as 
occaſions offer d; but the poor were more numerous 
about her, and occaſions of charity more frequent; 
ſo that I think ſhe did more than any of them. She 
was indeed of a very merciful diſpoſition, and aſſured- 
ly that promiſe of our Saviour belonged to her ; 
Bleſſed are the merciful, for they ſhall find mercy, I 
have ſeen her come home from viſiting poor people 
weeping, becauſe ſhe ſaw them miſerable here, and 
feared they would be ſo hereafter. In this way ſhe 
continued many years, and now exceeded my Father 
in the religious life, who was now upon the decline, 
not in his morals and outward conduct, but in the 
vigor of inward affections; yet not without obſerv- 
ing with pleaſure my Mother s adyancement in 
goodneſs 


P. ARIS H. 151 


neſs: but they both lived very old, and neither 
of them flouriſhed in extreme old age, but lived rather 
upon old ſtock, like Bees in winter; and were like 
two excellent uſeful herbs who had flouriſhed in 
Summer but had afterward loſt their flowers, their 
ſtalks alſo withering and bending downwards, towards 
the Earch, having life only in the root. She died a 
year before my Father, being eighty- five years of age. 
The laſt time I went to viſit her, ſhe called me 
to the Chamber, and took her laſt leave of me. 
Said, that her conſcience was ſilent, and ſhe ſeemed not to 
be afraid of Death. Some time after, raiſed to 
the Chair before the fire, ſhe died in a minute with- 
out a groan or ſpeaking a word. 


In the courſe of her life ſhe had two remarkable 
deliverances. Being a young Laſs, with others of 
the ſame age, playing on the Lokp's day, one of 
them having loſt a Handkerchief, wanted to think 
that my Mother had ſtole it, when a Dog had eaten 
it, and next day voided it; by which means my 
Mother was delivered from an imputation which 
might lie upon her character all her days, but 
for this opportune diſcovery. Long after this having 
been upon a long Journey, and coming home, in 
company with ſome Woman, they both ſat down to 
reſt, and a Serpent, unawares, crept into her Apron ; 
which, when ſhe roſe up to go her way, fell down 
upon the ground, from her Apron ; which frightened 
her much. She put her hand in the Apron to take 
out a pocket Handkerchief, and behold there was 
a Snake in it ; and had ſhe been ſtung by the Serpent, 
the fright had been much more, and the danger much 
greater, a 


As to her perſon, ſhe was rather ſhort than tall, 
yet 
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yet ſtrait and well made, and ſhe was counted by all 
that knew her, a Woman of good aſpect and counte- 
nacc, which ſhe much retained to extreme old age, 
without the remarkable deformity common to Wo- 
men in that age. | 7 


SomETIME before her death, my Father being 
about to make his Will, ſhe deſired me to ſpeak to 
him, to order five Pounds in his Will, for her to give 
to the poor; ( he being like to die before her when 
he made his Will) which he readily ſaid he would. 
But ſhe dying before him, prevented this exerciſe of 
good in which ſhe delighted. My parents in their 
courſe of life, as compared to each other in ſpiritual 
fruit bearing, were like two fruit bearing Trees, in 
an Orchard, the one bearing this year, and the 
other not, which is a common caſe, but next year that 
which bore little fruit the year before, now bears 
fruit abundantly, and the other bears leſs fruit ; thus 
it was with theſe two living Chriſtians, in their 
term of life : and it is a remarkable thing, 


THvs lived, and thus died, and paſſed thro' the 
wilderneſs of this World, my dear, honoured parents, 
whoſe duſt lies in Abery/lruth Church, in hopes of 
a happy reſurrection, from the obſcure territory of 
Death, into the glorious light of Eternity. And 
glad I am that it hath come in my way, by thus 
writing publickly, to do them laſting honour ; agree- 
able to the command of Gop's holy law ; whom I 
did not ſufficiently honour in the time of life, accord- 
ing to my duty. The fall of a very great old Beech- 
tree juſt by the Houſe, a little before my Mother's 
death, was a reſemblance, if not an Omen of it. Had 
the North Wind blown it. down it muſt have torn 
the Houſe, but it was an Eaſt Wind that caſt it 
down by the fide of the Houſe, AFTER 
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AFTER" my parents death, my Brother who had 
lived badly, and had dealt wrongfully with me, went 
back in the World, and was not able to pay the 
Legacies which my Father had ordered in his Will, 
for my "Siſter's Children ; tho” indeed after theilt 
Death my Brother repentod of his paſt life, and 
amended much in his diſpoſition and morals. But 
there are none of 1 Childrew i in the Place, but 
_ Siſter's Son eg. . x 


GRIP IRINIAOAONS 


dro ga XXV. bac 
raus Life 1 Eva ene and 3 

E was the eldeſt Son. of e Morgan of Clin 

Mawr, and therefore my Mother's eldeſt 
Brother, who together with many others of that 
Neighbourhood were converted under the Miniſtry 
of Mr. John Harris of Pen-main, in the Pariſh of 
Monithiſſoin. After his converſion he had the glorious 
view of God's mercy, while he was greatly perſecuted 
by his. father which made him a ſpiritual minded 
Man, and an experimental Chriſtian, ſtanding 
on the Lorp's fide all his days. But he was 
not careful enough to glorify the Gop of his Salva- 
tion, in a manner equal to the great manifeſtations 
of Gop's love towards him in the days of his diſtreſs; 
for altho' he was honeſt and inoffenſive towards 
others, yet wanting prudence” and fore-fight, and 
ſome times courage, he. blundered in many things, 
to his own diſcredit, and to the diſhonour of religion, 
after he was delivered from the croſs and inherited 
his Father's Eſtate, which was but ſmall and encum- 
bred with debt; which pro improvidence and want 


of induſtry he was never able to pay off; ſo that 
U what 


154 A. B E R YS T RUTH 
what is ſaid concerning Solomon, in 1 Kings xi, . 
And the Lord was angry with. Solomon, becauſe his heart 
was turned from the Loxp God of Ifrael, which had 
appeared unto him twice, might be applied to bim. 
However tho' he too much forgot his firſt love, with 
the Epheſian Church, he never deſerted his pro- 
feſſion, but ſtill recovered after his failings; which 
thro' the mercy of Gop were not great or ſcandalous 
ſms; and roſe up after his failings; according to Prov. 
xxiv. 16. For a Juſt man falleth ſeven times, and riſeth 
up again but the wicked ſhall fall mito miſchief.” The 
remembrance and virtue of the divine preſence which 
he had much enjoyed in the beginning of his ſpiritual 
life, being too ſtrong, and of greater influence than 
to be very long forgotten ; ; for tho' Iſrael forgets 
him many days, Jer. ii. 32. Can a maid forget her 
ornaments, or à bride her attire ? yet my people have 
forgotten me days without number; yet they cannot. 
forget him all their days, who have once N that 


the e is RI 


Bor bannt he offended the Loxp, by careleſs 
ungaurded walking, the Comforter . withdrew, and 
his days became dull and cloudy, with little of the 
ſhinings of the Sun of righteouſneſs, and he was 
made in advanced and old age to live rather upon old 
ſtock than upon preſent increaſe ; _,the,, unhappy 
caſe of many of Gop's people, for which they have 
reaſon to mourn perpetually; and they, are, or ought 
to be, examples to others to beware of the ſin of the 
Epheſian Church, to forget their firſt love, and their 
firſt works or behaviour under the influence of the 
firſt love, and from abuſing the beſt of Mercies, the 
preſence of Gop's love; for nothing will do a Chriſ- 
tian as much hurt as this. Once he was ſo deſerted, 


that being ſick in body he kept his Bed upon it, and 
. | was 
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was then on the borders of deſpair. But tho' he 
had forgotten the Lonxp many days, yet the Loxp 
remembered him in his low ftate, according to his 
promiſe, - Iſaiab xliv. 21. O Iſrael, thou ſhalt not be 
forgotten of me. Thou art my ſervant. And accord- 
ing to his bleſſed declaration Fer. ii. 2. Go, and 
cry in the cars of Feruſalem, ſaying, Thus ſaith the 
Lord; 1 remember thee, the kindneſs of thy youth, the 
love of thine eſpauſals, when thou tente after me in the 

wilderneſs, in a land that was not ſown: He ſent a 
Meſſenger of peace to him, an Angel from heaven to 
comfort him; being at that time very diſconſo- 
late and loſing his ſleep upon it for a time; at laſt 
he ſlept, and dreamed that there was a perſon preach- 
ing at the Bed's head, who at laſt ſaid. © Let us 
ſeek Go,” and laid his hand upon my Uncle's head; 
upon which he awoke and had comfort in his 
ſoul, and he was better, and roſe up. But tho' 
he had little of the conſolations of Gop in his ad- 
vanc'd years, yet he daily ſought the Lon in prayer, 
and he prayed much; for he had till ſupporting 
Grace, and the remembrance-ef. the years of God's 
right Hand, to hold him ſtill in the uſe of the means 
of grace, and of frequent prayer, the excellence of 
his own voice to help, which was a Maſculine ſweet 

voice, delightful to himſelf and others to hear, both 
in reading and praying, which was obſerved by 
many; and his words in prayer were very humble. 
He lived much by himſelf, and lived and died a 

Batchelor, about eighty years of age. As to his 
perſon he was largely made, and had a good aſpect. 
When I came to ſee the glory of the ſpiritual life, 
my Uncles company was both delightful and inſ- 
tructive to me, and he was the means of awakening 
my Mother to ſpiritual things; a conſideration mueh 
inducing me to write the Memoirs of his Life. 

i= XXVI. 
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XXVI. Anne WATEKIx Harry, the firſt Wife 
of Edmund David of Aber-tilery was counted an 
excellent Chriſtian. I have reaſon to think that ſhe 
was one of the beſt of Chriſtians. Sober, meek, 
patient, and ripening apace for Eternity, She had 
the Croſs in her Huſband, from whoſe face at one 
time ſhe fled out of the Houſe, and ſat under Tilery- 
bridge all night ; but of this he repented; and ſhe had 
the pleaſure of ſeeing him converted unto Gop. She 
lived not very long and died Childleſs. 


XXVII. Wittiam WaTkin her Brother, was 
a Freeholder and a Man of great ſubſtance, and 
living and dying a Batchelor, made in his Will a 
wonderful diſtribution of his goods to his relations, to 
the poor, and to pious uſes. A Will equally full 
of goodneſs and prudence, I never Gyr aa: like : he 
belonged to Pen-main. 


XXVIII. Jonx HARRY Warkix, of the Baptiſt 
perſuaſion, and in opinion a Millenarian, was 
counted a very good Man. I can eaſily believe 
he was, as he loved CarisT's appearance, to whom 
the Crown of glory will be given, 2 Tim. iv. 8, For 
he went out at night to look for CurisT' s coming, 
His goodneſs is commendable indeed, but not his 


prudence, but 'tis enough he was a good Man, and 
therefore truly happy. 


XXIX. JEXEMIAH Jamts, the Son of James 
Watkin Morgan, and of Mary Jacob his Wife, born 
in the Pariſh of Lanwenarth, and a Woman notably 
pious, was born in Koome Nant y Llan in the Pariſh 

of Lanhithel, but ſpent moſt of his time in Abery/truth 
Pariſh, at Aber-tilery. Where, at firſt, he came to ſerve 
in the Houſe of Edmund David who lived there upon 
his own Eſtate. And being a young Man of a rare, 


beautiful 


* 
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beautiful countenance, like David; his Maſter's only 
Daughter, and only Child loved him, as Michael 
loved David: and they were married againſt her 
parents conſent, who ſtrove, being inſtigated, to it, by 
others, to break the Marriage; which after ſpendin 
much Money, and committing much fin, they could 
not effect. By what means he was converted I 
know not, but converted he was in early age, and 
before this great trouble, the Sun of the ſpiritual 
World ſhone hot and ſtrongly upon him; which 


cauſed him to grow much and ſoon in the ſpiritual 


life : and I heard ſay that the ſeriouſneſs and beauty 
of his countenance together, was much obſerved by 
thoſe who ſaw him, eſpecially in the place of worſhip, 
I knew him not when he was young, but in advanc'd 
age. J thought he had a gracious countenance, and 
in converſation I obſerved him to be an experimen- 
tal, lively, heavenly minded | Chriſtian, and very 
particular in his ſpiritual thoughts. He joined, when 
young, at Pen-main, as did many other excellent 
Chriſtians about that time. At laſt he was admitted 
into his Father-in-law's' Houſe, of whom' I heard 
him ſpeak well: among other things, that, after he 
had the palſy, and could not ſpeak clearly to "_ 
he could clearly ſpeak: to > Gop i in prayer. 


XXX. EpuunD Davip was a real Chriſtian, and 


altho' hot and paſſionate by nature, yet he was 
generous and ready to ſhew kindneſs, keeping Money 
in a particular place in the Houſe to lend, and to give 
to ſuch as were in diſtreſs: and was a Man of 
courage and publick ſpirit, He lived long after his 
Father and Mother-in-law's death, but died many 
years before his Wife. Their Son Nathaniel Jere- 
miah, who died not long ago certainly made a good, 


and Happy end, He left forty * Legacy to 
the 
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the Church at Pen-main, whereof he was a Member; 
having lived and died a Batchelor. * All the Country 
about were r ſenſible of his 8 end. 


* I e think he b had 1 8 given Tyeney of thoſe 
forty Pounds for the uſe of the Church under my care, as by a 
certain management of his Mother and Brother, I wholly loſt the 
twenty Pounds which my Father had given me in his Will. ' His 
farviving Brother may, if he nepal make amends : — l 
* him to his choice. | 1 


XXXI. 4 Werten eig 
Maur Tnotans- N 


HE was the Dune of -Fhonjas Bran, * 

of Anne Evan Sir David. Her great Grand- 
father was a begger, and being a bold beggar, was 
called Sir David, by way of ridicule. From ſuch 
dry barren ground did the grace of Gop raiſe up 
this plant of righteouſneſs, now tranſplanted 
into Paradiſe; a great exaltation! She was a 
native of Ebwy-vawr Valley; and converted in her 
youthful days, under the preaching of E. J. as 
were diverſe. others in the Pariſh of Abery/truth, and 
in the Neighbouring Pariſhes, between the years 
1724. and 1728. And the means of her con- 
viction and converſion was a Sermon preached by 
the ſaid E. J. at Pen- main from John iii. 14. And 
as Miſes lifted up the Serpent in the wilderneſs, even ſo 
muſt the Son of man be lifted up. A Sermon upon 
Tſaiah li. 6. Lift up your eyes to the heavens, and look 
upon the earth beneath: for the heavens ſhall vanih 
away like ſmoke, and the earth ſhall wax old like a 
garment, and they that dwell therein ſhall die in like man- 
ner : but my ſalvatton ſhall be forever, and my righteouſ- 

| . . neſs 
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neſs. ſhall; not be  abtliſbed: at Troſnant, Village by 
Pont-y- pool. And from, Eph. iii. 8. Of the unſerchs 
able riches of CHRIST, at the Houſe of Jeremiah 
James at Aber-tilery. In which of theſe times ſhe 


received the ſealing of the ſpirit to the day of redemp. 


tion, is not known, probably in the laſt of theſe 
times; tho” the preacher himſelf had a very affecting 
taſte of heaven, and was carried above himſelf in 
preaching from the ſecond of theſe texts, and the 
effect of it abode long upon his mind, even the 
effect of the e 0 of 49, worgs,;vf 480 2 ＋ 
Heaven, ps ITY +0: C1075. d: 
ee on eng- 5 
Sut was in my ae een. it leaſt in the tie N 
IP her ficlt love, a very affectionate, lively Chriſtian, 
having a ſtrong, prevailing ebe e to every g gd. 
Her diſpoſition was plain, honeſt, ftee from ns ng 
and pride, and every kind of mental. viciouſneſs. 


Her thoughts ever dwelling upon Gop the chief, 


and infinitely excellent ſubject of meditation; and 
her conduct in practical life agreeable thereto. She 
was twice married, and both her Hufbands made a 
profeſſion of religion, and, of the two, the laſt was 
the beſt, To both-thefe- the- was an affectionate 
loving Wife. She Was a Member at Pen-main, and 
died in their communion, many years ago; and 
I doubt not is taken up among the ſpirits of juſt 
Men made perfect. Having no Children, her Huſ- 


band gave a if Legacy to — Miniſtry at 


Penu-main. 


THvs I have, as I was able, preſerved the remem- 
brance of good people who have lived in the Pariſh 
of Abery/truth. And glad I am, I have done ſo much, 
tho' I with I had done better; for The Memory 75 
the juſt is bleſſed, while the name of the wicked ſhall Rat. 

Prov. 


3 


1660 ABERYSTRUTH 
Prov. x. . And the juſt ſhould and therefore fh 
de in everlaſting remembrance, Pſul. exii. G. There 
were many good people in Aberyſtruth beſides theſe; 
but [ warited a a Murer . erz Information concern 
ing them.” 7. 10 Atil . 912981 


* 9 had i 1 
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- Adrertifenient.. grow 


H E author hath ſinte Beek Infottties; 450 of 

the Stones which the people call Braſs found 
in the Coal- pits, not Braſs but Copperas is made; 
which is uſeful. to many purpoſes Mechanical and 
Medical : and. ſo the Stones not created in vain, And 
that many years ago, William Thomas an old Man, 
a Native of Aber Pariſh, made' Copperas of them 
in Cleidach- Coa in Brecon-ſhire, on the North 
ſide, and nearly. adjoining to  Abery/iruth. | But it 
turning to no great account was given over.  Fenning's 
Dictionary Calls them Copperas, Stones, and Gold 
Stones, The univerſal Dictionary of Arts and Sciences 
calls them Pyrites, and ſhews how Copperas and 
Vitriol &c. is made of them. They are of very great 
ah any: a notable ok of the Creation of Goo. 
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ERRAT A, 


ra 14, r. Valley. p. 15. dele. above. r. 
3 p. 16, r. of. p. 23, r. run. 18. 
add 2 b. nk & little. ib. add, it not, after 28, dele. and, 
ib. r. Pant. ib. r. Here. ib. add. er. Pp; £5 + Th elf. Pp: 33» C 


— p. 35, r. N p. 41, 9 a 


r. 300 years. p. By, r. their, p. 97, 995 
2 p. 1355 14d of. p. 141 * John * [ " r. 


Katherine Roger. ib. r. Ebwy-Vawr, 
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